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HOUQUA,  SOMETIME  CHIEF  OF  THE  CO-HOXG 
AT  CAXTOX  (1769-1843) 

By  Euwa  Loixes 

Houqua,  or  Wu  Ping-ch’ien,  to  give  his  Chinese  name, 
was  one  of  the  chief  security  merchants,  limited  to  thirteen 
by  the  Emperor,  through  whom  all  foreign  trade  was  con¬ 
ducted  in  Canton.  He  was  a  steadfast  friend  to  the  bro¬ 
ther  and  sons  of  Seth  Low  of  Salem,  my  mother’s  grand¬ 
father,  as  well  as  to  many  others  of  that  and  other  towns 
of  the  Eastern  seaboard,  in  the  early  days  of  the  China 
trade  of  the  19th  Century. 

Houqua’s  name  was  pronounced  at  the  time  as  how  in 
English,  with  the  suffix  qua  meaning  Mr.  He  was  born 
in  Amoy  a  little  Xortheast  of  Canton  in  1769,  the  same 
year  as  Wellington  and  Xapoleon  and  was  sixty  years  old 
in  1829  w’hen  the  first  of  the  Salem  Low^s  arrived  in  Can¬ 
ton. 

In  that  year  Mr.  William  Henry  Low,  Seth’s  brother  was 
sent  for  to  be  head  of  the  house  of  Russell  &  Co.,  the  great 
American  business  firm.  With  him  went  his  wife,  Abigail 
Knapp  Low,  who  was  in  delicate  health  and,  as  her  com¬ 
panion,  his  niece  Harriet  Low,  all  of  Salem.  Mr.  Low 
had  to  divide  his  time  between  Canton  and  Macao,  while 
the  ladies  had  to  live  in  Macao  for  no  foreign  women  were 
allowed  in  China  proper.  They  dwelt  successively  in  two 
different  houses  high  up  in  the  town,  each  surrounded  with 
charming  terraced  gardens  from  which  they  could  view 
the  two  harbours  where  foreign  vessels  anchored.  The 
servants  lived  on  the  ground  floor. 

Houqua  himself  lived  in  a  palatial  residence  composed 
of  many  houses  about  a  central  one,  built  for  himself  and 
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his  sons’s  families  on  the  island  of  Honan  across  the  river 
from  Canton.  But  in  the  city  factory  he  had  offices  and 
severely  simple  living  quarters  when  business  was  heavy, 
for  he  was  a  man  of  frugal  habits  in  spite  of  his  immense 
wealth.  This  he  himself  estimated  at  about  twenty-six 
million  dollars,  (a  sum  worth  twice  that  amount  in  1882, 
says  W.  C.  Hunter,  when  his  Fan  Kwae  at  Canton  was 
published). 

Although  born  to  the  Northeast  of  Canton,  Houqua 
moved  down  while  a  young  man  to  the  Wu-E,  or  Bohea 
Hills,  slightly  Northwest  of  the  city.  Here  his  family 
developed  large  tea  plantations  and  grew  Bohea  and  Con¬ 
gou  teas  for  home  use  and  export. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  here  that  tkea  viridts  is 
closely  akin  to  the  Camellia,  now  so  widely  grown  in  this 
country  in  the  Southern  states  and  in  greenhouses.  Tea 
leaves  are  not  collected  until  the  plant  is  three  years  old. 
After  eight  years  it  is  replaced  and  the  old  ones  used  for 
firewood.  The  tea  berry  used  for  lamp  oil  ripens  in  Oc¬ 
tober  in  the  Canton  district.  Shipments  of  tea  abroad  be¬ 
gin  in  March  with  the  new  year’s  crop.  Congou  means 
well  worked,  doubtless  referring  to  the  rolling  of  the  leaves 
by  hand.  Houqua’s  earlier  shipments  went  to  India,  Lon¬ 
don  and  North  America.  To  this  day  Houqua  tea  can  be 
bought  at  a  famous  Boston  shop.  The  various  names  for 
tea  in  Chinese  were :  tay,  cha  or  dzo,  according  to  the  lo¬ 
cality.  Bohea  is  a  large  black  leaved  tea  (torcha).  At  the 
height  of  the  trade  such  teas  as  Bohea  and  Congou  brought 
in  England  from  two  and  sixpence  up  to  sixty  shillings  a 
pound,  so  fine  was  their  quality.  In  1882,  says  Hunter, 
“common  Congou  is  selling  at  sixpence  farthing.”^ 

Houqua  had  at  first  carried  on  his  extensive  exports 
through  the  British  East  India  Company.  Later  the  firm 
of  Perkins  and  Company,  through  J.  P.  Cushing  of  Boston, 
had  acted  as  his  agent,  before  that  firm  merged  with  Rus¬ 
sell  and  Company.  “At  one  period,”  wrote  John  ^Murray 
Forbes^  “Houqua,  who  never  did  anything  by  halves,  at 

1  Today  Bohea  and  Congou  sell  for  about  $3.00  a  pound. 

2  ,T.  M.  Forbes  was  the  son  of  Ralph  Rennet  Forbes  and 
Margaret  Perkins,  sister  of  the  great  East  India  merchants, 
James  and  Thomas  Handysid  Perkins. 
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once  took  me  as  Mr.  Cushing’s  successor  and  that  of  my 
brother  Tom®,  who  had  been  his  intimate  friend,  and  gave 
me  his  entire  confidence.  All  his  foreign  letters,  some  of 
which  were  of  almost  national  importance,  were  handed 
me  to  read  and  to  prepare  such  answers  as  he  indicated, 
which,  after  being  read  to  him,  were  usually  signed  and 
sent  without  alteration.  It  was  his  habit  when  he  could 
not  sell  his  tea  or  silks  at  satisfactory  prices,  to  ship  them 
to  Europe  or  America ;  and  before  I  was  eighteen  years  old 
it  was  not  uncommon  for  him  to  order  me  to  charter  one  or 
more  entire  ships  at  a  time  and  load  them.  The  invoices 
were  made  out  in  my  name  and  instructions  as  to  sales  and 
returns  given  just  as  if  the  shipment  were  my  own  proper¬ 
ty,  and  at  one  time  I  had  as  much  as  half  a  million  dollars 
afloat,  bringing  me  into  very  close  correspondence  with 
Baring  Brothers  &  Co.,  and  other  great  houses.”'* 

Houqua’s  extensive  estate  across  the  river,  he  once  said, 
cost  $200,000.00  each  year  to  keep  up.  There  were 
many  houses  and  open  pavilions  grouped  close  together, 
according  to  Chinese  custom.  These  were  surrounded  with 
fine  gardens  and  potted  plants,  paved  walks  along  which 
ran  water  courses  with  pleasure  boats.  The  potted  plants 
in  ornamental  jars  were  set  about  and  changed  from  month 
to  month,  and  there  were  also  many  shrubs  and  trees  scat¬ 
tered  through  the  grounds. 

The  Nantucket  Athenaeum  Library  owns  four  paintings 
of  Houqua’s  gardens.  Originally  there  were  six,  but  two 
have  crumbled  with  age.  Those  left  are  done  realistically 
true  to  colour. 

Here  at  Honan  he  gave  banquets  from  time  to  time  for 
his  business  friends.  Sometimes  these  consisted  of  thirty- 
two  courses.  When  Abiel  Abbot  Low  made  a  return  visit 
to  China  in  1869,  as  Houqua  was  no  longer  living  he  was 
entertained  by  one  of  the  sons.®  The  numbers  of  servants 
in  these  private  palaces  was  great,  comprising  in  addition 

3  Thomas  Forbes  was  drowned  at  sea  returning  to  Canton 
from  Macao. 

4  From  the  article  on  Augustine  Heard  and  the  China 
Trade  by  Howard  Corning  in  the  E.  I.  H.  C.  for  July,  1944. 

5  Mrs.  Benjamin  E.  C.  Low  has  inherited  a  portrait  of  this 
son  done  in  tempora  on  paper,  depicting  a  large,  heavy  man  very 
different  in  appearance  from  his  delicate  looking  father. 
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to  all  the  house  servants,  doorkeepers,  messengers,  palan¬ 
quin  bearers  and  choice  cooks.  When  the  guests  were 
ready  to  leave,  Houqua  himself  would  escort  them  to  the 
outer  gate  and  place  them  in  charge  of  his  coolies  who 
would  be  waiting  there  with  large  lanterns  bearing  his 
name,  to  row  them  back  to  the  factories. 

Although  he  was  a  shrewd  business  man  there  are  many 
instances  of  Houqua’s  generosity.  Once  a  certain  Cap¬ 
tain  C - arrived  at  Whampoa*^  with  a  cargo  largely  of 

quicksilver  which  he  was  to  sell  and  use  the  proceeds  to 
buy  teas  and  silks  for  the  return  voyage.  But  while  on 
the  way  the  price  of  that  article  had  greatly  fallen  and  he 
could  not  buy  enough  to  fill  his  ship.  But  soon  the  price 
rose  and  he  decided  to  sell  it  and  buy  what  he  could.  But 
still  he  could  not  fill  the  hold.  Finally  Ilouqua,  under¬ 
standing  the  situation,  came  to  him  and  said :  “Olo  flen, 
you  shall  have  a  full  cargo  to  return  with ;  I  will  furnish 
it;  you  can  pay  my  (me)  next  voyage — you  no  trub,  (give 
yourself  no  anxiety).”  When  the  vessel  was  half  full 
Houqua  came  to  him  again,  told  him  that  a  sudden  demand 
had  arisen  for  ‘quick’  on  the  part  of  the  Xorthern  mer¬ 
chants,  that  the  price  had  advanced  materially  and  that  he 
should  be  credited  with  the  price  of  the  day  and  that  he 
himself  had  cancelled  the  first  purchase  on  his  books. 

Another  instance  relates  to  an  American  gentleman  of 
former  wealth  who  had  long  resided  at  Canton,  but  who 
had  met  with  serious  losses.  lie  stayed  on  and  on,  aided 
materially  by  Houqua,  hoping  all  the  time  to  pay  off  his 
debts,  while  longing  to  go  home.  After  two  or  three  years 
when  he  was  not  much  better  off,  he  still  owed  Houqua 
about  $72,000.00  Houqua  took  a  promissary  note  and 
locked  it  up  in  his  strong  box.  Hunter,  who  was  often  be¬ 
hind  the  scenes,  because  he  wrote  and  spoke  Chinese,  found 
that  these  notes  bore  simply  the  endorsement  of  sum  and 
date  with  the  names  of  the  drawers.  Time  went  on  and 
Mr.  W.  again  expressed  his  desire  to  return  and  hoped  that 
some  good  fortune  would  make  it  possible  for  him  to  can¬ 
cel  the  notes.  One  day,  Houqua,  knowing  this,  asked  him 
if  only  the  bond  kept  him.  Mr.  W.  replied  that  he  had 

6  The  anchorage  for  Canton. 
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no  other  debts.  Houqua  thereupon  ordered  his  purser  to 
bring  out  the  promissary  note,  which  he  took  in  his  hand 
and  at  once  tore  up,  saying:  “You  and  I  are  Xo.  1  olo  fien 
(old  friends)  :  you  belong  honest  man,  only  got  no  chance.” 
Then  throwing  the  scraps  into  the  waste-paper  basket,  he 
continued:  “Just  now  have  settee  counter,  alia  finishee; 
you  go,  you  please.”  (Our  accounts  are  all  settled,  you 
may  go  when  you  please.) 

Xow  the  young  Americans  were  not  allowed  by  Chinese 
law  or  custom  to  race  boats  on  the  river,  but  this  was  one 
of  their  favorite  forms  of  exercise  in  which  they  neverthe¬ 
less  indulged  from  time  to  time.  As  the  Hong  merchants 
were  their  guardians  and  could  not  let  harm  come  to  them, 
Houqua  and  others  wrote  them  the  following  request: 

“Ham  Tak,  venerable  old  gentleman, — We  beg  respect¬ 
fully  to  inform  you  that  we  have  heard  of  the  intention  of 
our  respected  elder  brother  and  other  chin-te-le-mun  to 
race  boats  on  the  river.  We  know  not  if  this  is  true,  but 
heretofore  it  has  not  been  custom.  Should  the  Authorities 
hear  of  this,  we,  your  younger  brothers,  would  be  reproved, 
not  mildly,  for  ijermitting  you  to  act  so  indiscreetly.  On 
the  river  boats  are  mysteriously  abundant ;  everywhere  they 
congregate  in  vast  numbers ;  like  a  stream  they  advance 
and  retire  unceasingly.  Thus  the  chances  of  contact  are 
many,  so  are  accidents,  even  to  the  breaking  of  one  an¬ 
other’s  boats,  to  the  injury  of  men’s  bodies,  while  more 
serious  consequences  might  ensue. 

We  therefore  beseech  our  worthy  senior  to  make  know 
to  the  other  chin-te-le-mun  that  they  would  do  well  to 
refrain  from  contesting  the  speed  of  their  boats  on  the  river 
so  that  after  troubles  may  not  accumulate.  Then  all  will 
be  well.  Daily  may  your  prosperity  increase.” 

Signed:  Houqua,  Mouqua,  Pwankeiqua,  and  others. 

Mention  of  age  was  of  course  a  mark  of  respect. 

In  1835,  Houqua  contributed  liberally  to  Dr.  Parker’s 
Mission  when  the  doctor  opened  a  hospital  at  Canton  “for 
the  gratuitous  relief  of  such  diseases  among  the  Chinese 
as  his  time  and  means  would  allow,  devoting  his  attention 
chiefly  to  opthalmic  cases  and  surgical  operations.  This 

7  From  W.  C.  Hunter’s  The  Fan  Kwae  at  Canton. 
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branch  of  Christian  benevolence  was  already  not  unknown 
in  China.  Morrison  had,  in  1820,  in  connection  with  Dr. 
Livingstone,  commenced  dispensing  medicine  at  lilacao, 
while  Dr.  T.  R.  Colledge,®  also  of  the  British  East  India 
Company,  opened  a  dispensary  at  his  own  expense  in  1827 
and  finding  the  number  of  patients  rapidly  increasing  he 
rented  two  small  houses  at  Macao,  where  in  four  years 
more  than  four  thousand  patients  were  cured,  or  relieved. 
The  benevolent  design  was  encouraged  by  the  foreign  com¬ 
munity  and  about  $6,500.00  were  contributed,  so  that  it 
was,  after  the  first  year,  no  other  expenses  to  the  founder 
than  giving  his  time  and  strength.  It  was  unavoidably 
closed  in  1832.”  (From  the  Middle  Kingdom  by  S. 
Wells  Williams,  1882  ed.) 

Houqua  readily  fell  in  with  Dr.  Parker’s  scheme  and  let 
his  building  for  the.  purpose  and  after  the  first  year  gave  it 
rent  free  till  its  destruction  in  1856.  It  was  opened  for 
admission  to  patients  Kovember  4th,  1835  and  almost  a 
hundred  patients  came  to  it  daily. 

During  the  Anglo-Chinese  or  Opium  War,  Houqua  rose 
to  perhaps  his  greatest  height  of  magnanimity.  It  was 
on  March  23rd,  1839  that  a  general  meeting  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  was  suddenly  called  at  the  request  of  the 
Hong  merchants,  for  the  decree  of  Commissioner  Lin  had 
gone  forth  that  all  the  thousands  of  chests  of  opium  must 
be  surrendered  at  once,  and  if  not,  two  of  them  would  be 
strangled  before  night.  Houqua  and  Mouqua  were  there 
with  loose  chains  on  their  necks.  All  the  others  had  been 
deprived  of  their  official  cap  buttons  and  Gouqua  and  two 
others  had  been  imprisoned.  At  the  moment  all  hung  on 
whether  ]\[r.  Dent,  one  of  the  two  great  British  importers 
of  the  drug,  would  submit  to  questioning.  He  had  at  first 
volunteered  to  do  so,  but  then  the  Company  feared  treach¬ 
ery  and  refused  to  let  him.  They  had  made  a  condition 
that  Dent  should  have  a  passport  under  Lin’s  own  seal  and 
his  return  within  twenty-four  hours  be  guaranteed.  This 
was  not  granted.  The  meeting  lasted  from  10  A.M.  to  5 
P.M.  1036  chests  were  delivered  up  after  the  meeting 

8  Dr.  Colledg'e  married  in  1833,  Harriet  Low’s  Salem  school 
friend  Caroline  Shillaber  of  South  Danvers. 
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had  adjourned  to  Dent’s  house.  It  continued  till  2  A.M. 
Fortunately,  Dent  was  not  taken  by  force  nor  were  the 
Mandarins  put  to  death.  Abbot  Low,  in  his  letter  of  April 
18th  to  his  sister  Harriet  Hillard  in  London,  (See  E.  I. 
H.  C.,  for  July,  1949,  p.  242.)  writes:  “On  the  former 
occasion  the  Hong  merchants  declared  most  solemnly  that 
the  lives  of  two  of  their  number  were  in  peril  and  on  the 
last  I  saw  old  Houqua — so  long  and  so  good  a  friend  of 
our  house,  deprived  of  his  honour  without  cause — degraded 
with  a  chain  upon  his  neck,  and  then  exposed  to  a  most 
ignominious  death.  I  fully  believed  then  that  his  fears 
were  but  too  well  grounded  and  could  not  satisfy  myself 
that  Dent’s  were  so  reasonable.  I  have  now  little  doubt, 
however,  that  he  would  have  been  retained  till  foreigners 
had  been  made  to  disgorge  their  drug,  had  the  latter  (Dent) 
gone  to  the  city.”  ....  “After  14  days  one  fourth  of  the 
twenty  thousand  chests  finally  delivered  up  had  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioner,  or  Gum-Chi.”  ....  “The 
British,”  he  writes  further  on,  “have  been  robbed  of  $6, 
000,000.00  ....  With  so  much  standing  and  walking  old 
Houqua’s  feet  were  much  swollen  but  were  relieved  -when 
the  correspondence  began  between  Lin  and  Captain  El¬ 
liot,”  which  resulted  in  Elliot’s  yielding  up  the  balance  of 
the  opium. 

As  a  member  of  the  Co-Hong,  Houqua  paid  high  for  the 
privilege.  Hunter  says  that  it  was  sometimes  as  much  as 
£50,000  Sterling,®  and  if  one  of  them  went  bankrupt  he 
was  exiled  to  the  “cold  country”,  the  Xorthw’est  frontier. 
The  insignia  of  rank  was  a  coloured  button  often  of  jade, 
attached  to  the  top  of  a  round  cap.  Knowing  how  rich 
some  of  the  merchants  w’ere,  and  as  they  acted  as  indivi¬ 
duals  in  business  and  sometimes  cleared  two  million  dol¬ 
lars  a  year,  the  Hoppo  and  Provincial  Governor  constantly 
“squeezed”  from  them  considerable  tribute. 

When  the  Opium  War  came  to  a  crisis  and  English  ships 
were  offshore  and  the  city  of  Canton  was  surrounded  by 
2000  British  soldiers,  it  was  finally  ransomed  by  the  Chin¬ 
ese  and  largely  by  the  Hong  merchants  themselves.  Hoiaqua 
who  had  already  lost  warehouses  by  the  fire  to  the  value 
9  The  Fan  Kwae  at  Canton,  p.  26. 
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of  almost  $800,000.00,  but  who  as  was  stated  before,  very 
generous  by  nature,  and  who  had  a  fine  philosophy  of  life, 
gave  the  most.  Like  many  of  his  people  he  believed  in  the 
invisible  agency  infiuencing  a  man’s  career  known  as  Fung 
Shuy  (wind  and  water),  so  he  paid  cheerfully  his  part  and 
more.  For  himself,  in  recognition  of  notable  incidents  in 
his  life,  he  apportioned  his  part  thus:  for  his  own  pros¬ 
perity  $800,000.00;  for  his  younger  son,  born  when  he 
himself  had  completed  a  full  cycle  of  sixty  years,  $100, 
000.00 ;  for  his  eldest  son  for  his  unswerving  filial  piety, 
$200,000.00.  On  the  other  hand,  Pwankeiqua,  who  often 
alternated  as  head  of  the  Co-Hong,  gave  $260,000.00. 

S.  Wells  Williams,  writing  a  few  years  after  Houqua’s 
death,  pays  him  a  high  tribute:  “Howqua  (sic)  the  lead¬ 
ing  member  of  the  body  during  thirty  years,  died  about 
this  time,  aged  seventy-five:  he  was  altogether  the  most 
remarkable  native  known  to  foreigners,  and  while  he  filled 
the  difficult  station  of  senior  merchant,  exhibited  great 
shrewdness  and  ability  in  managing  the  delicate  and,  diffi¬ 
cult  affairs  constantly  thrown  upon  him.”^® 

On  September  4th,  1843,  Houqua,  the  last  of  the  Co- 
Hong  died,  leaving  hundreds  of  friends  in  America  be¬ 
hind  him.”^^ 

iNfany  of  these  had  received  portraits  of  him  when  they 
sailed  for  home.  Belonging  today  to  their  descendants  or 
in  museums,  I  have  been  able  to  trace  the  following : 

PORTRAITS  OF  HOUQUA 

In  the  portrait  by  George  Chinnery  belonging  now  to 
the  Metropolitan  !Musem  of  Xew  York,  Houqua  is  wearing 
his  ceremonial  robe  of  blue  with  an  embroidered  square 
plastron  of  blue  and  gold  with  phoenix  design.  The  rain¬ 
bow  design  in  gold  thread  is  on  the  skirt  and  he  wears  a 
long  double  string  of  jade  beads.  The  delicate  fingers  of 

10  Williams  was  Professor  of  Chinese  at  Yale.  _ 

11  Abiel  Abbot  Low  named  his  first  clipper  ship,  built  in 
1844,  The  Houqua.  Her  successive  masters  were  the  famous 
Palmer  brothers.  Captain  Alex.  B.  and  Nathaniel  B. ;  also  Charles 
Porter  Low  and  Captain  McKenzie.  She  foundered  in  a  typhoon 
in  the  China  Sea  in  186.5.  Among  the  first  clippers  she  was  not 
an  extreme  type,  according  to  A.  H.  Clarke. 
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both  hands  show.  He  sits  on  a  kind  of  throne  with  his 
feet  in  boots  resting  on  a  stool.  His  cap  with  official  but¬ 
ton  rests  on  a  table  near  his  left  elbow.  The  background 
is  his  own  home.  Lanterns  hang  in  the  room  and  a  sunset 
is  seen  through  the  windows. 

The  one  owned  by  Mrs.  Marian  Low  Raymond  of  Xew 
York  City  is  as  follows.  The  gown  is  mauve  and  the  red 
cap  with  its  button  is  on  a  table  nearby.  The  plastron  is 
blue  and  gold.  Houqua  wears  a  long  string  of  coral  and 
tan  beads  with  round  jade  pendants  and  drops.  There  is 
colour  in  the  face  which  is  pearshaped  and  delicate.  It  is 
somewhat  similar  to  the  illustration  in  Hunter’s  Bits  of 
Old  China. 

In  the  Ipswich  Library  portrait,  which  I  identified  a 
few  years  ago,  and  which  was  bequeathed,  I  believe,  by 
the  late  Augustine  Heard,  the  robe  is  black,  the  cuffs  er¬ 
mine,  the  collar  of  turquoise  blue  and  the  embroidered  plas¬ 
tron  is  done  in  blue  and  gold  thread. 

In  the  Frederick  Delano  Portrait,  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Delano’s  daughter  Mrs.  Susan  Delano  McKelvey  of  Xew 
York,  (but  in  the  Metrojxditan  ^luseum  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time)  the  face,  almost  full,  is  solemn  in  expression, 
and  Houqua  wears  a  thin  moustache  and  goatee.  The  gown 
is  blue  the  plastron  blue  and  gold  with  phoenix.  The 
thumb  and  finger  of  the  right  hand  are  exposed  under  the 
white  cuff.  The  cap  and  jade  button  is  on  a  table  at  the 
left.  The  long  string  of  jade  beads  has  six  pendants. 
There  are  three  buttons  on  the  front  of  the  gown. 

The  portrait  which  was  given  a  few  years  ago  by  ^Eiss 
May  Spooner  of  Boston  to  the  Fine  Arts  !^^useum  is  rather 
like  the  Delano  portrait.  The  forehead  is  high  and  dome¬ 
shaped,  the  expression  still  more  solemn.  The  gown  is 
dark  as  is  the  single  string  of  l>eads  with  pendant  strings 
of  four  or  five  beads  each  along  the  sides.  The  thumb  and 
forefinger  just  show  beneath  the  right  cuff  which  is  white. 
The  plastron  has  the  phoenix  design,  l^o  official  cap  is  in 
the  picture  and  the  outline  of  the  gown  is  marred  by  age 
and  is  indistinct. 

The  Peabody  Museum  of  Salem  has  three,  two  on  loan 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Clark  Walling  of  Boston.  The 
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first  is  known  as  the  “Horse  Godfather”  the  nickname 
given  by  the  young  Americans  in  China  because  of  the 
cuffs  shaped  like  horses’  hoofs.  It  is  done  on  paper.  The 
first  of  those  on  loan  is  a  mezzo-tint  by  John  Sartain  from 
a  painting  by  Chinnery.  I  have  no  description  of  the 
second  of  these. 

There  is  also  a  portrait  in  the  Tate  Gallery  of  London, 
Mr.  Charles  Copeland,  Curator  of  Maritime  History  in 
the  Peabody  Museum  of  Salem,  writes  me,  a  reproduction 
of  which  was  used  in  the  book  Foreign  Mud  by  Maurice 
Collis,  published  in  London  1946.  The  original  is  by  a 
Chinese  artist. 

Miss  Mary  Bowditch  Forbes  of  Milton  owns  a  portrait 
in  which  the  robe  is  dark  mauve  with  blue  collar.  The 
phoenix  plastron  is  red  and  blue,  the  beads  coral.  The 
coral  cap  and  button  are  on  a  side  table.  The  face  is  pear 
shaped  and  delicate  and  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  show. 
Mr.  Allan  Forbes  has  a  copy  of  the  same  portrait. 

I  feel  sure  that  there  are  many  others  in  this  country  in 
the  families  whose  forebears  were  in  the  China  trade  and 
should  be  glad  to  know  of  any  that  come  to  light. 
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Wbittex  by  Francis  Tarr,  Born  in  1822. 


Contributed  by  his  son,  Frank  W.  Tarr 


In  1895,  one  year  before  he  died,  my  father,  Francis 
Tarr,  very  carefully  wrote  out  the  reminiscences  of  his  life, 
beginning:  here,  in  Sandy  Bay  one  hundred  and  twelve 
years  ago.  As  it  so  well  illustrates  the  period  covered, 
and  the  manner  in  which  our  Rockport  ancestors  then  lived, 

I  feel  that  it  may  be  of  interest  to  all  who  have  studied 
local  history. 

My  father,  Francis  Tarr,  was  born  in  Sandy  Bay,  now 
Rockport,  in  the  year  1822,  the  son  of  Francis  Tarr,  born 
in  1794,  a  pensioner  of  the  War  of  1812,  the  First  Lieuten¬ 
ant  of  the  Mechanics  Rifle-men,  a  military  company  organ¬ 
ized  about  1840.  He  was  a  Deputy  Collector  of  Customs, 
served  in  1837  as  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  Town  of  Glou¬ 
cester,  and  one  of  the  Parish  Committee  in  Sandy  Bay. 

He  was  the  grandson  of  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Tarr, 
who  drilled  the  Sandy  Bay  Soldiers,  before  they  marched 
to  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  w’hose  father,  son  of  the 
first  settler,  was  referred  to  in  the  History  of  Rockport  as 
the  Goliath  of  his  day,  famous  for  marvelous  feats  of 
strength.  Lieutenant  Benjamin  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Tarr,  born  in  1700,  who,  with  John  and  Ebenezer  Pool, 
built  the  first  wharf  in  1743  and  served  as  the  first  Con¬ 
stable  and  Collector  of  Taxes  in  1754.  His  father  was 
Richard  Tarr,  bom  in  England  in  1660,  and  the  first  per¬ 
manent  settler  of  Rockport  in  1690. 

!Mv  father  was  greatly  interested  in  local  history,  which 
was  rather  unusual  in  his  time,  and  I  am  indebted  to  him 
for  much  information  which  I  could  not  have  accumulated 
otherwise. 

Had  I,  as  a  boy,  taken  more  interest  in  the  information 

Note:  This  paper  was  written,  and  read  by  Frank  W.  Tarr 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Sandy  Bay  Historical 
Society,  February  6,  1935. 
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which  he  was  always  ready  to  impart,  we  would  have  many 
more  facts  of  local  history,  which  are  now  lost  to  us.  For 
instance,  one  day  as  we  were  walking  past  the  site  of  the 
cabin  of  the  first  settler,  Richard  Tarr,  he  told  me  that  he 
could  show  me  the  remains  of  the  foundation,  as  his  grand¬ 
father  lived  next  door.  I  no  doubt  showed  my  indiffer¬ 
ence,  so  he  did  not  insist,  and  now  no  one  knows  exactly 
where  the  house  was  located  on  the  lot. 

I  have  presented  a  firkin  more  than  two  hundred  years 
old  to  our  local  museum,  which  he  took  great  care  to  in¬ 
scribe  and  pass  on  to  me.  I  believe  it  is  the  oldest  Tarr 
relic  in  Town.  The  inscription  written  by  my  father  is 
as  follows:  “This  firkin  was  made  with  a  jack  knife  by 
Lieut.  Benjamin  Tarr  on  a  fishing  trip  to  the  Grand  Banks 
in  the  year  1747.  He  was  born  in  1726  and  was  the 
grandson  of  Richard  Tarr  the  first  settler  of  Rockjxu’t,  and 
was  the  great,  great  grandfather  of  Frank  W.  Tarr,  the 
present  owner  in  1894”.  When  our  museum  first  opened, 
I  gave  this  firkin  with  many  other  heirlooms  to  the  society, 
as  I  believe  this  is  the  surest  way  to  pass  them  along  to 
future  generations. 

My  grandfather,  Francis  Tarr,  born  in  1794,  was  the 
son  of  Francis  born  in  1773,  who  lived  in  a  house  on  the 
site  of  the  Oker  House,  109  Main  Street.  His  old  salt 
box  house  was  moved  away  about  sixty-five  years  ago  when 
the  new  or  present  house  was  built,  and  was  burned  a  few 
years  later. 

My  grandfather’s  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Deacon 
Jabez  Rowe,  who  on  account  of  infirmities,  was  not  able 
to  take  a  military  part  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  so 
during  the  war,  ground  corn  for  the  soldiers  and  villagers 
in  his  mill  on  the  brook,  in  the  rear  of  Mrs.  Alden  P. 
Bray’s  land  (now  Miss  Porters)  on  !Main  Street. 

lie  also  took  the  place  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Cleveland,  the 
pastor  of  the  church,  who  was  away  as  Chaplain  in  the 
army,  and  officiated  at  church  services  and  funerals.  His 
homestead  was  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr. 
George  W.  Solley,  111a  Main  Street  (in  1936).  Later 
purchased  by  Frank  W.  Tarr. 

My  grandfather,  a  little  more  than  one  hundred  years 
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ago,  conducted  a  fishing  business  and  grocery  store  on  Bear¬ 
skin  Xeck,  then  the  business  centre  of  the  town.  At  that 
time  a  Xew  England  Grocery  store,  that  did  not  have  a 
hogshead  of  West  India  rum  on  tap,  beside  the  hogshead 
of  Porto  Rico  molasses,  was  most  unusual  and  unpopular. 
My  grandfather’s  store  was  no  exception  to  the  general 
rule,  and  the  hogshead  of  rum  was  there  on  tap,  with  a  gill 
dipper  hanging  on  a  nail  driven  in  the  head  of  the  hogs¬ 
head.  A  customer  would  frequently  take  down  the  gill 
dipper,  fill  it  with  rum,  and  after  drinking  it  would  pass 
the  clerk  a  penny,  which  was  considered  ample  pay  for  the 
same. 

In  looking  over  the  accounts  in  his  ledger,  which  I  have 
placed  in  the  museum,  I  find  the  rum  was  sold  at  forty-four 
cents  per  gallon  and  eleven  cents  per  quart.  Also  that 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens  of  the  town,  would 
purchase  a  gallon  on  Monday  and  on  Wednesday  another 
gallon  would  be  charged  to  their  account. 

However,  the  fact  that  this  generous  consumption  of 
liquor  was  becoming  a  terrible  nuisance  is  shown  by  the 
famous  liquor  raid,  in  which  the  Hatchet  Gang  formed  by 
the  women  of  the  town,  took  matters  in  their  own  hands 
some  years  later.  My  grandfather’s  shop  escaped  this  most 
embarrassing  procedure  as  he  had  retired  from  business  by 
that  time,  having  either  made  his  fortune  or  judging  from 
the  low  price  of  forty-four  cents  per  gallon,  probably  lost  it. 

My  father,  with  his  brother  George  W.  Tarr,  ran  a  groc¬ 
ery  business  long  known  as  F.  Tarr  and  Brother,  in  the 
store  situated  on  the  southerly  corner  of  T  wharf  and 
!\rount  Pleasant  Street,  where  many  years  of  honest  dealing 
and  the  extending  of  most  generous  credit,  gained  them  an 
enviable  reputation. 

As  I  continued  the  business  I  inherited  many  of  the  old 
customers,  one  of  which  was  a  very  important  appearing, 
out-spoken  old  lady.  She  came  in  the  store  one  day  to 
purchase  a  cut  of  meat  and  was  inclined  to  be  unreason¬ 
able  in  the  way  she  wished  me  to  cut  it,  I  objected,  and 
she  looked  up  at  me  with  a  very  accusing  expression  and 
said,  “Your  father  was  a  good  man”,  leaving  me  to  infer 
what  I  wished,  regarding  her  opinion  of  myself. 
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I  must  have  eventually  gained  her  confidence,  as  later 
she  used  to  talk  to  me  a  great  deal.  She,  as  well  as  most 
of  her  generation  in  town,  was  particularly  fond  of  pork 
and  cabbage,  the  old  term  for  a  boiled  dinner.  She  always 
called  for  pink  pork,  and  said  fat  pork  without  a  shade  of 
pink  in  it  was  not  as  good. 

She  told  me  that  an  old  Mr.  Smith,  a  farmer  at  South 
End,  when  asked  if  he  had  some  nice  cabbage  to  sell,  al¬ 
ways  inquired  if  the  customer  had  raised  a  hog  that  year, 
and  if  not  would  not  recommend  his  cabbage. 

This  old  lady’s  niece  came  into  the  store  one  day  and 
the  popular  subject  of  good  pork  was  brought  up,  and  with 
her  modern  ideas,  she  surprised  her  listeners  by  saying  she 
did  not  consider  pork  wholesome  and  would  not  eat  it  as  it 
was  the  cause  of  cancer.  My  uncle  was  greatly  disturbed 
at  this  new  idea  and  told  her  that  her  grandfather  ate  half 
a  hog  every  year  of  his  life,  and  lived  to  be  over  ninety 
years  old,  so  he  thought  a  moderate  amount  of  pork  would 
not  affect  her  health. 

Another  very  popular  dish  was  a  dry  fish  dinner,  dry 
fish,  and  potatoes  with  their  jackets  on,  served  out  loud  for 
dinner  and  hashed  up  for  supper.  Out  loud  was  their  com¬ 
mon  expression  applied  to  a  dry  fish  dinner,  meaning  the 
fish  was  served  whole  instead  of  chopped  or  hashed.  As 
you  will  learn  from  his  notes,  my  father’s  school  advan¬ 
tages  with  the  others  of  that  period  were  greatly  limited. 
However,  the  old-fashioned  education  which  he  eventually 
acquired  under  such  difficult  circumstances,  was  quite  re¬ 
markable.  When  I  was  in  High  School,  I  remember  he 
could  figure  out  a  problem  quicker  by  his  famous  old  “rule 
of  three”,  than  I  could  by  all  the  rules  in  my  arithmetic. 

One  of  the  popular  entertainments  of  the  winter  was  a 
public  spelling  match  in  the  town  hall,  in  which  most  of 
the  townspeople  would  participate.  As  fast  as  one  failed 
to  spell  a  word  correctly,  they  were  obliged  to  drop  out, 
eventually  leaving  a  survivor,  who  had  spelled  them  all 
down.  One  of  our  eldest  citizens  w’ho  is  well  along  toward 
ninety  years  of  age,  told  me  the  other  day,  he  remembered 
on  one  occasion  that  my  father  spelled  the  others  all  down. 

I  have  no  doubt  taken  too  much  time  for  this  introduo- 
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tion  of  my  father’s  “Keminiscenees”,  but  I  feel  that  stories 
of  the  “old  times”  should  be  recorded  and  preserved.  It 
is  very  hard  to  get  the  older  ones  to  write  papers  on  the 
subject,  and  I  believe  my  father  was  very  far-sighted  to 
give  me  his  records  which  were  written  by  him  as  follows : 

Reminiscences  Written  by  Francis  Tarr  in  1895. 

I,  Francis  Tarr,  was  born  November  18,  1822,  and  de¬ 
scended  from  Richard  Tarr,  the  first  permanent  settler  of 
Rockport  as  follows:  Richard  born  in  the  West  of  Eng¬ 
land  about  1660,  Benjamin  in  Sandy  Bay  born  in  1700, 
Benjamin  born  in  1726,  Francis  born  in  1774,  Francis 
born  in  1794. 

My  Grandmother  Tarr  was  Dolly  Rowe  daughter  of  Dea¬ 
con  Jabez  Rowe,  the  son  of  John  Rowe  of  Sandy  Bay,  son 
of  Stephen  Rowe  of  Gloucester,  the  son  of  John  Rowe,  a 
son  of  John  Rowe  who  settled  in  Gloucester  about  1624. 
My  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Lane,  a  descendant 
of  John  or  Job  Lane,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Lane’s 
Cove,  now  Lanesville. 

I  was  born  in  the  house  built  by  my  Grandfather  An¬ 
drew  Lane  in  1805,  situated  on  Mt.  Pleasant  Street,  on  the 
north  side  of  “The  Mt.  Pleasant  House”.  At  the  age  of 
ten  years  we  moved  to  the  house  on  South  Street  east  of 
the  Francis  Howard  House,  #7  South  St.,  and  in  July 
1834  moved  into  the  house  owned  by  my  mother  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  situated  on  the  corner  of  ^It.  Pleasant 
and  Prospect  Streets.  (This  was  owned  and  occupied  in 
1935  by  Judge  McAnarney,  who  has  since  sold  it  to  Mr. 
Dow.)  ^ly  mother  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years  and 
three  months,  and  my  father  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years. 

I  attended  school  most  of  the  time  until  I  was  eleven 
years  old,  and  with  the  exception  of  three  months  each 
winter  until  I  was  18  years  of  age,  had  little  opportunity 
thereafter.  At  twelve,  thirteen  and  fourteen  I  worked  on 
the  farm  or  in  the  Flake  Yard  drying  fish  for  ray  Grand¬ 
father  Lane,  who  ran  a  fishing  business  in  addition  to  his 
very  extensive  farm  at  South  End. 

in  1836  and  1837,  when  the  farm  work  was  a  little 
slack,  we  got  stone  from  the  pasture  and  hauled  them  on 
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tx)  the  Old  Breakwater  at  the  end  of  Bearskin  Xeck,  with 
oxen.  The  Breakwater  was  built  by  the  Government  in 
1836  and  1837. 

At  the  age  of  16  years,  I  began  my  seafaring  life  and 
shipped  on  board  the  Schooner  Success,  Capt.  Wm.  Tarr 
master  and  owner,  in  the  coasting  trade,  carrying  dry  fish 
to  Boston  from  Sandy  Bay  and  ports  in  Maine.  The  next 
year  I  went  freighting  with  Captain  Samuel  York  in  the 
Schooner  Grape,  on  trips  to  Xew  York.  As  it  was  a  hard 
year  for  freighting  our  Sandy  Bay  Schooners,  thirteen  in 
number,  lost  from  six  hundred  to  three  thousand  dollars 
each  that  year. 

In  1840,  went  one  trip  to  New  York  with  Capt.  Theo¬ 
dore  Pool  in  Sch.  Eli,  another  trip  to  New  York  with 
Capt.  J ames  Pool  in  the  Sch.  Legislature,  and  finished  the 
year  with  Capt.  Asa  Tarr  in  the  Sch.  Banner.  In  April, 
1841,  as  business  was  so  dull  and  no  Rockport  freighters 
were  getting  underweigh  for  New  York  freighting,  Nehe- 
mire  D.  Cunningham  and  I,  secured  an  opportunity  to  go 
with  Capt.  Elias  Elwell  in  the  Brig  Maitamora.  on  a  voy¬ 
age  from  Boston  to  the  river  Rio  de  la  Plata  in  South 
America.  We  started  for  Boston  April  3rd  and  boarded 
at  the  Sailors’  Home  on  Fort  Hill,  Boston,  until  the  brig 
was  ready  to  sail. 

1841,  April  6th.  the  news  of  the  death  of  President 
William  Henry  Harrison  was  received  in  Boston  about 
eight  o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  President  died  April 
4th.  It  took  two  days  to  get  the  news  from  Washington 
to  Boston  by  express,  with  the  greatest  speed  possible  at 
the  time. 

We  sailed  on  April  6th  for  Montevideo  and  arrived 
there,  after  a  passage  of  seventy  days,  being  the  first  vessel 
to  arrive  since  the  President’s  death. 

This  made  it  possible  to  get  the  news  of  the  death  of 
President  Harrison  to  Montevideo  in  seventy-seven  days, 
more  than  2^  months. 

Our  brig  was  sold  and  the  officers  and  several  of  the  crew 
came  home  in  the  Bark  Georgian,  arriving  in  Boston  Sep¬ 
tember  28  th. 

A  few  days  later,  on  October  first,  second  and  third. 
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18-11,  the  terrible  gale  raged  that  washed  down  the  Pigeon 
Cove  breakwater  and  destroyed  all  the  vessels  in  the  harbor. 

I  finished  the  year  by  going  a  short  trip  to  New  York 
with  Captain  Asa  Tarr  and  returned  home  December  28th. 

February,  1842,  I  shipped  with  Capt.  James  Pool  to  go 
on  a  shad  voyage  to  Monomony  Point,  on  the  south  side  of 
Cape  Cod.  It  took  until  June  to  get  our  nets  ready  and 
our  tw’o  schooners,  the  Medora  and  Citizen.  Our  ten  men 
got  only  nine  barrels  of  shad  and  we  made  only  $3.40  each, 
for  five  months  work. 

In  July  shipped  with  Capt.  Samuel  York  on  a  mackerel 
trip  to  George’s  Bank.  The  cook  was  William  W.  Mar¬ 
shall,  and  from  July  4th  to  November,  made  only  twenty- 
seven  dollars. 

During  the  winter  of  1842  and  1843  I  worked  wdth  Mr. 
John  O.  Drown,  learning  the  shoemaker’s  trade.  There 
were  eighteen  men  working  at  the  trade.  (The  building 
is  on  Mt.  Pleasant  Street  between  the  “Blacksmith  Shop 
Restaurant”  and  the  Todd  Coal  Office.) 

On  the  fourteenth  of  February,  I  went  to  work  on  the 
schooner  Essex,  Capt.  Isaac  Babson,  a  Pink  Stern  vessel 
called  a  Jigger.  For  tw’o  weeks  the  north  west  wdnd  blew 
the  tide  out,  so  he  did  not  float  and  we  sailed  for  George’s 
Bank  at  twelve  thirty  o’clock  !March  the  twentieth,  an¬ 
chored  the  next  day  about  two  o’clock,  and  at  sundown  that 
night  had  one  hundred  and  twenty  halibut.  I  caught 
twenty-two  halibut  my  first  days  fishing,  which  was  consid¬ 
ered  a  good  share. 

Our  crew  of  six  men  caught  one  hundred  more  halibut 
and  at  sundown  we  Avere  running  for  Boston  with  two 
hundred  and  twenty  halibut,  with  the  wind  east  southeast, 
winged  out,  and  threatening  snow.  Arriving  in  Boston  on 
the  twenty-fifth,  we  sold  our  halibut  for  one  and  a  quarter 
cents  per  pound.  On  the  next  trip  we  had  about  the  same 
number  of  fish,  but  sold  them  for  only  three-quarters  of  a 
cent  per  pound.  The  next  trip  we  caught  no  fish. 

We  then  fitted  out  for  cod  fishing,  going  two  trips  to 
“Cashies”  and  the  north  western  part  of  “George’s”  bring¬ 
ing  in  one  hundred  quintals  of  salt  cod  on  the  first  trip, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  on  the  second.  On  the  next 
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trip  we  fitted  for  mackereling  and  coming  home,  beat  across 
the  bay  from  Provincetown  isovember  17th,  under  double 
reefed  sails,  with  the  wind  northeast,  arriving  home  and  on 
settling  up  made  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  the 
entire  year.  This  was  twenty  dollars  better  than  the  aver¬ 
age  fisherman  for  the  year  1843,  as  most  of  them  made  only 
one  hundred  dollars. 

February  1844,  I  shipped  for  a  voyage  to  Buenos  Aires 
in  South  America,  in  the  ship  Corilanus,  arriving  in  Bos¬ 
ton  from  Rockport  February  8th,  the  day  they  cut  a  chan¬ 
nel  through  the  ice,  to  get  the  Cunnard  Steamer  out  of  the 
Boston  harbor.  All  of  the  harbors  on  the  coast  including 
Boston  harbor,  had  been  frozen  up  three  weeks,  no  vessels 
going  in  or  out  during  that  ]jeriod.  A  Rockport  vessel. 
Schooner  Hosea  Blue,  Capt.  Henry  Smith,  landed  a  trip 
of  halibut  down  to  George’s  Island  and  had  them  hauled 
up  to  the  wharf  on  the  ice  in  teams.  This  was  a  most  un¬ 
usually  hard  winter. 

We  arrived  in  Montevideo  and  in  three  days  sailed  for 
Buenos  Aires.  When  I  was  there  before  in  1841  choice 
fresh  beef  "was  selling  in  the  market  at  one  dollar  per  quar¬ 
ter,  now  in  1844  it  brought  eighteen  cents  per  pound,  in 
consequence  of  the  blockade  by  the  Buenos  Airean  fleet. 
After  discharging  our  cargo,  we  loaded  with  hides,  horns, 
tallow  and  bales  of  wool  for  Boston,  arriving  in  fifty-five 
days,  about  the  middle  of  August. 

After  going  one  trip  mackereling  with  Capt.  John  J. 
Giles  in  the  schooner  Sea  Serpent,  went  to  Bangor,  Maine, 
and  loaded  with  potatoes  for  ^7ew  York.  This  was  the 
first  year  of  the  dry  rot  and  the  potatoes  came  out  badly 
affected.  We  took  a  freight  of  corn  for  Xorth  Weymouth, 
arriving  home  Christmas  day. 

In  1845  went  with  Capt.  Stephen  Tarr  in  the  Schooner 
Commodore,  carrying  sand  from  Ipswich  to  Boston  at 
$3.50  per  trip,  until  the  middle  of  March,  when  I  shipped 
with  Capt.  John  J.  Giles  on  a  freighting  trip  from  Bangor 
to  Yew  York  City,  and  from  there  to  Philadelphia,  where 
we  loaded  sixty-seven  tons  of  stove  coal  for  Rockport.  This 
was  the  first  stove  coal  brought  to  Rockport  and  was  used 
in  the  stores  and  the  isinglass  factory,  as  coal  was  not  used 
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in  cookstoves  here  until  later.  As  we  hoisted  out  the  coal 
by  hand,  we  were  three  days  discharging  the  cargo,  Ste¬ 
phen  Robards  delivering  it  with  his  horse  cart.  All  that  was 
unsold  was  placed  in  a  pen  on  T  wharf  and  several  tons 
were  left  the  spring  after. 

July  4th,  we  sailed  for  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence  about 
ten  o’clock  in  the  evening  and  arrived  home  October  20th, 
with  two  hundred  and  seven  barrels  of  mackerel,  number 
ones  bringing  fourteen  dollars  per  barrel. 

We  then  went  on  a  trip  to  Philadelphia  freighting  a 
load  of  coal  to  Newbury  port  at  three  dollars  per  ton.  Ar¬ 
rived  in  Rockjxirt  the  day  before  Thanksgiving. 

In  1846  I  went  two  trips  sanding  from  Plum  Island  to 
Boston,  with  Capt.  Stephen  Tarr  at  three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  trip.  Then  with  Capt.  N.  F.  S.  York  in  the 
sloop  Glide,  stone  freighting  from  Rockport  to  Boston  at 
fourteen  dollars  per  month. 

I  then  purchased  one  eighth  of  Schooner  Tam  0.  Shant- 
er  from  Joseph  O.  Proctor,  the  father  of  the  present  Jo¬ 
seph  O.  Proctor,  who  was  one  of  the  best  of  men.  With 
Captain  Theodore  Pool  we  went  freighting  to  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  in  the  spring,  and  in  the  summer  months 
to  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  in  the  fall  freighting 
again. 

This  was  the  year  of  starvation  in  Ireland,  caused  by  the 
potato  rot.  Conditions  were  terrible.  The  price  of  com 
and  flour  kept  rising  all  winter  until  it  doubled,  and  the 
semi-monthly  line  of  steamers  from  New  York  to  Liver¬ 
pool  gave  us  the  news  only  once  in  two  weeks. 

During  the  year  1848  business  was  very  dull  and  I  made 
little  money.  We  brought  eight  hundred  barrels  of  mack¬ 
erel  out  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence  and  part  of  them  sold 
as  low  as  $1.83  per  barrel. 

So  the  next  year  I  sold  my  share  in  the  schooner  and 
secured  a  position  as  yard  hand  in  the  Rockport  Steam  Cot¬ 
ton  Mill,  which  had  recently  been  completed,  my  wages 
being  seventy-five  cents  per  day,  and  was  later  advanced  to 
watchman  at  one  dollar  per  day.  I  held  this  position  until 
April  1850,  when  I  went  into  the  weave  room  at  five  dol¬ 
lars  per  week  for  the  first  year  and  in  1852,  was  raised  to 
seven  dollars  per  week. 
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In  March  1853  after  President  Pierce  was  inaugurated, 
the  Democratic  Town  Committee  came  to  me  and  asked 
if  I  would  accept  the  position  of  Postmaster.  After  due 
consideration  I  told  them  if  they  could  obtain  it  for  me  I 
would  take  it,  and  received  my  appointment  July  Ith,  1853 
and  took  charge  August  1st,  serving  as  Postmaster  until 
October  1,  1860,  seven  years  and  two  months.  (The  office 
was  located  in  the  basement  of  the  house  on  Main  Street 
owned  in  1935  by  Mr.  James  W.  Bradley.)  I  lost  the 
office  by  advocating  the  election  of  Judge  Stephen  A.  Doug¬ 
las  to  the  Presidency.  In  1860  there  was  a  split  in  the 
party,  the  southern  Democrats  went  for  Breckenridge  of 
Kentucky,  and  the  northern  wing  for  Judge  Douglas,  there¬ 
by  giving  the  election  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Before  I  left  the  Post  Office  I  engaged  the  store  on  the 
corner  of  T  wharf  and  on  my  thirty-eighth  birthday,  No¬ 
vember  18,  1860  placed  the  first  stock  of  groceries  in  it. 
My  brother  George  W.  Tarr  accepted  equal  partnership 
with  me  and  now,  in  1894  w’e  have  been  in  the  business 
together  thirty-four  years. 

During  the  last  forty  years  my  public  service  in  the 
towm  of  Rockport  has  been  as  follows : 

I  held  the  office  of  Postmaster  from  August  1,  1853  to 
October  1,  1860. 

Was  Selectman,  Overseer  of  the  Poor  and  Assessor  in 
1869  and  1870. 

In  1869  Avas  one  of  the  Building  Committee  appointed 
to  build  the  Town  Hall. 

Member  of  the  Public  Library  Committee  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  in  1871  until  1892. 

Served  as  Committee,  Auditor  and  Trustee  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  from  1873  to  1883. 

A  member  of  the  Sandy  Bay  Breakwater  Committee  and 
one  of  the  Committee  which  arranged  the  celebration  of 
the  landing  of  the  Commercial  Cable  in  1884. 

Was  Trustee  of  the  Rockport  Savings  Bank  from  1875, 
the  time  of  the  Financial  Panic,  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Receivers. 

Was  one  of  the  Petitioners  for  a  Charter  for  the  Granite 
Savings  Bank  and  have  served  as  Trustee  and  member  of 
the  Investment  Committee  from  the  starting  of  the  bank 
until  the  present  year,  1895. 
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( Concluded  from  Vol.  LXXXIX,  p.  71 ) 

127  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Miss  Xancj  Frye  dau  of 
Frederick  Frye  Esq.  who  departed  this  Life  in  hopes 
of  a  better.  July  2  1819  AEt  13. 

128  Frye.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Margaret 
Frye  wife  to  Fred''  Frye  Esq"'  and  daughter  of  the 
late  Capt  Daniel  Mackey  who  departed  this  life  in 
hopes  of  a  better  March  2  1817  AEt  51. 

Lord  I  commit  my  soul  to  thee 
Accept  the  sacred  trust. 

129  Mackey.  In  Memory  of  Capt.  Daniel  Mackey  Obt 
Aug  2  1796  AE  77." 

The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  first  step  to  be  accepted 
of  him  and  wisdom  obtaineth  his  love :  the  knowledge 
of  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  is  the  doctrine  of 
life  and  they  that  do  things  that  please  him  shall 
receive  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  Immortality. 

Ecclesiasticus. 

130  Coolidge.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Coolidge  who  departed  this  Life  Feb’^  1782  aged 
52  years. 

131  Memento  Mori.  In  ^Memory  of  Mr.  Xehemiah  Ab¬ 
bot  who  departed  this  Life  January  1®*  1784  in  the 
28‘'*  year  of  his  Age. 

The  sweet  remembrance  of  y®  just 
Shall  fiourish  while  they  sleep  in  dust. 

132  Mackey.  Frye.  Here  is  deposited  the  mortal  part 
of  Xancy  Mackey  Frye  daughter  of  Frederick  & 
^Margaret  Frye  her  soul  after  having  sojourned  here 
below  only  2  years  4  months  &  7  days  ascended  on 
the  12**'  of  July  1796. 

Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me 
And  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  Jesus 

133  Osgood.  Memento  Mori.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Josiah 
Osgood,  who  departed  this  Life  Oct'  the  26***  1780 
in  the  74  year  of  his  Age. 

(li») 
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Osgood.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Osgood  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Josiah  Osgood  who  died  July  21®^  1790 
in  the  71®*  year  of  her  age. 

Poor.  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Poor  Jun''  who  died  February  10  1746  in  the  22  year 
of  his  Age. 

Foster.  Isaac  the  son  of  Mr.  Joshua  and  Mary 
Foster  who  died  the  7*“  of  Sept*  1738  aged  3  years. 
Adams.  In  Memory  of  2  Daug*  of  Deacon  John  & 
Mrs.  Hannah  Adams. 

Hannah  died  Sarah  died 

August  30,  1763  Sept,  2,  1763 

aged  2  years  &  aged  1  year  & 

1  month.  1  month. 

Adams.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Isaac  Adams, 
son  of  Mr.  John  Adams  Jun*  and  Mrs.  Dorcas 
Adams  who  died  Oct*  27  1801  Aetat  3. 


From  Death’s  arrest  no  age  is  free 
Prepare  for  death  &  follow  me. 

Adams.  Emmeline  O.  Adams  Daug*  of  Mr.  John 
&  !^^rs.  Dorcas  Adams  who  died  March  21  1810  AEt 
2  years  1  mo  &  21  da. 

Admes.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Sarah  y® 
Daught*  of  !Mr.  Israel  and  Tabatha  Admes  desesed 
August  y®  30***  of  1746  aged  3  years. 

Swan.  Timothy  Swan  died  February  y®  2  1692 
and  in  y®  30  year  of  his  Age. 

Ingalls.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  In- 
gails  who  died  Nov,  29  1813  AEt.  81. 

Ingalls.  Erected  to  !^^emory  of  Cap*  Henry  Ingalls 
who  died  March  28  1803  aged  84  years. 

Ingals.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  ^Irs.  Hannah  In- 
gals  widow  of  Mr.  Henry  Ingals  who  departed  this 
Life  May  31®*  1783  in  y®  94***  year  of  Her  Age. 
Ingals.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Mr.  Henry  Ingals 
who  departed  this  life  August  12  1749. 

Ingals.  Here  lyes  buried  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Henry  Ingals  &  daughter  of  y*  Rev^ 
!^^r.  Dan’l  Putnam  who  departed  this  life  April  y® 
8  1756  in  the  32^  year  of  her  age. 
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147  Ingalls.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Putnam  In¬ 
galls  who  died  May  25  1814  AEt  50. 

148  Putnam.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Moses  Putnam  son  of 
Moses  Putnam  A.  M.  &  Mrs.  Rebekah  his  wife  who 
died  Sept  20  1807  aged  30  years. 

Companions  see,  as  you  pass  by 
As  you  are  now,  so  once  was  I 
As  I  am  now  so  you  must  be 
Prepare  to  follow  after  me. 

149  Carlton.  Mr.  John  Carlton  died  May  23  1828 
AEt  73.  The  last  of  the  family  of  Isaac  &  Abigail 
Carlton.  Like  his  parents  brothers  &  sisters,  he  was 
benevolent,  just  &  peaceable  with  all. 

Let  candor  draw  a  vail  over  his  frailties 
We  mourn  but  not  for  him  releast  from  pain 
Our  loss  we  trust  is  his  eternal  gain 
With  him  we’ll  strive  to  gain  the  Savior’s  love 
And  hope  to  join  him  with  the  blest  above. 

150  Carlton.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Isaac  Carl¬ 
ton  who  died  May  27,  1816  AEt  63, 

Friends  nor  Physician  could  not  save 
IMy  mortal  body  from  the  grave 
Xor  can  the  grave  confine  me  here 
When  Christ  shall  call  me  to  appear. 

151  Carlton.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Isaac  Carl¬ 
ton  who  died  May  7  1771  AEt  56  and  of  !Mrs.  Abi¬ 
gail  Carlton,  who  died  June  20  1810  AEt  90  wife  of 
Mr.  Isaac  Carlton. 

152  Robenson.  Sacred  to  the  !^^emory  of  John  Roben- 
son  who  died  INfarch  24  1811  at  15  years  also  of  Isaac 
his  brother  who  was  drowned  in  the  ^Mohawk  river 
I7ovember  14  1810  aged  24  children  of  Mr.  John  & 
Mrs.  Sarah  Robenson. 

153  Aslebe.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  John 
Aslebe  who  dec’d  June  y®  19“*  1728  in  y®  73^  year 
of  his  age. 

154  Aslebe.  Here  lies  buried  y®  Body  of  Mrs.  May  As¬ 
lebe  Relict  of  Lieut  John  Aslebe,  who  died  Feb.  13*^* 
.■\nno  Horn*  1739  in  y*  84*''  year  of  her  age. 
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155  Parker.  In  Memory  of  Capt  Peter  Parker  who 
died  January  9“*  1795  Aged  80  years  &  6  months. 

156  Parker.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Isaac  Parker  who  died 
Oct  9  1814  AEt  63.‘ 

157  Parker.  Mrs.  May  Relict  of  Mr.  Isaac  Parker  died 
Nov"  19  1834  AEt.  73. 

Lord  I  commit  my  soul  to  thee 
Accept  the  sacred  trust 
Receive  this  nobler  part  of  me 
And  watch  my  sleeping  Dust. 

158  Earnum.  Erected  in  Memory  of  Capt  John  Far- 
num  who  died  Oct"  22  1786  aged  76  years. 

159  Earnum.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  bc^y  of  Deacon 
John  Earnum  who  departed  this  life  Octo"  22  1762 
in  y*  70*‘’  year  of  His  Age. 

160  Earnum.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Earnum  Con¬ 
sort  of  Dea“  John  Earnum  who  departed  this  life 
Jan^  y*  4***  1785  in  the  98  year  of  her  age. 

161  Earnum.  In  ^Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Earnum  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Peter  Earnum  who  died  Nov.  22  1788 
in  the  26  year  of  her  age. 

Behold  &  see,  as  you  Pass  by: 

As  you  are  now,  so  once  was  I 
As  I  am  now,  so  you  must  be 
Prepare  for  Death  &  follow  me. 

162  Stevens.  In  l^femory  of  Dorothy  Stevens  Dau"  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  Stevens  Jun"  &  Mrs.  Hannah  his  wife 
who  died  Janv  26  1764  aged  6  years  and  4  months. 

163  Stevens.  In  IMemory  of  James  Stevens,  son  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Stevens  Jun"  &  Mrs.  Hannah  his  wife  who 
died  August  27  1763  aged  1  year  &  9  months. 

164  Stevens.  In  Memory  of  Charles  Stevens  who  was 
drowned  in  Dracut  July  1,  1813  aged  13  y®  Son  of 
Mr.  James  &  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stevens. 

165  Stevens.  Jonathan  Stevens  y*  son  of  Lieut  James 
Stevens  who  dyed  August  y®  24  1735  &  in  y®  12*** 
year  of  his  Age. 

166  Stevens.  Sarah,  Daughter  of  Lieut  James  &  Doro¬ 
thy  Stevens  who  died  1727  in  the  2  year  of  her  age. 

167  Stevens.  Here  Ives  Buried  v®  Bodv  of  Mrs.  Doro- 


OLD  BUEYING  GROUND  AT  NORTH  ANDOVER  123 

thy  Stevens  wife  to  Capt  James  Stevens  who  de¬ 
parted  this  life  May  y®  1751  aged  56  years. 

168  Stevens.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Capt  James 
Stevens  who  departed  this  life  May  25“*  1769  in  ye 
84  year  of  his  Age. 

Blessed  are  y*  Dead  which  die  in  the  Lord. 

169  Stevens.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Stevens  who 
died  January  10***  1793  in  the  6i®*  year  of  his  age. 

170  Austin.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  John 
Austin  who  departed  this  Life  March  y®  15  in  y® 
68th  year  of  His  Age. 

171  Stevens.  In  Memory  of  Mr,  Jeremy  Stevens  son 
of  Mr.  Jonathan  &  Mrs.  Susannah  who  died  Dec' 
29  1799  in  the  19  year  of  his  age. 

172  Stevens.  In  Memory  of  Miss  Dolly  Stevens  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  Jonathan  &  Mrs.  Susannah  Stevens  who 
died  May  15  1803  in  the  15***  year  of  her  age. 

173  Osgood.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Osgood  who  departed  this  Life  March  9  1754  aged 
60  years  &  2  months. 

174  Osgood.  !Mr.  Thomas  Osgood  departed  this  life 
Hov  3“  1798  AEtat  76. 

!Mrs.  Sarah  Osgood  consort  of  Mr.  Thomas  Osgood 
died  Hov  3**  1798  AEtat  79. 

175  Bradley.  IMr.  Joseph  Bradley  departed  this  Life 
March  21  1802  AEtat  56. 

176  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  !Mrs.  Priscilla  Erie  y® 
widow  Lieut  Nathaniel  Erie  who  died  July  16  1735 
aged  in  the  42**  year  of  his  age. 

177  Barker.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Mis  Alles  Barker 
who  died  Octo'  1729  in  y®  32^  year  of  her  age. 

178  Barker.  Here  lyes  buried  y®  Body  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Barker  wife  to  Lieut,  Benjamin  Barker  who  de¬ 
parted  this  life  Janr^  14th  1732  y®  65***  year  of  her 
age. 

179  Here  lyes  buried  ye  Body  of  Lieut  Benjamin  Barker 
who  departed  this  life  Octob'  11***  A.  D,  1750  in  y* 
87***  year  of  his  age. 

180  Here  lyes  buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Barker 
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who  departed  this  life  OctoV  y®  1765  in  y®  70*** 
year  of  his  age. 

181  Barnard.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  the  Rev^  Mr.  John 
Barnard  who  departed  this  life  June  14*’’  A.  D. 
1757  in  y®  67**'  year  of  his  age. 

182  Here  lies  the  body  of  Theodore  Barnard  son  to  Mr. 
Theodore  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Barnard  who  died  Febry 
y®  20  A.  D.  1725  aged  2  years  &  4  months. 

183  Barnard.  Here  lieth  the  body  of  Mr.  Theodore 
Barnard  son  to  y®  Rev’*  Mr.  Thomas  Barnard  who 
died  Febry  y®  14  A.  D.  1724  in  y®  SS**  year  of  his 
age. 

184  Aslebe.  Johnson.  John  Aslebe  y®  son  of  John  & 
Linda  Johnson  who  died  June  y®  22,  1738  aged  8 
weeks. 

185  Stearns.  Sparhawk.  Here  lies  Mr.  John  Steams 
(late  Sparhawk)  student  in  physic,  sone  to  the 
Hon.  late  Thomas  Sparhawk  Esq®  of  Walpole,  17.  H. 
who  departed  this  life  July  29***  1799  aged  21  years. 

186  Peters.  In  Memory  of  ^fr.  John  Peters  who  de¬ 
parted  this  life  April  19***  1797  aged  91  years. 

Come  mortal  man.  cast  here  an  eye 
And  read  thy  doom,  prepare  to  die. 

187  Peters.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Peters 
relict  of  Mr.  John  Peters  who  died  Sept  24  1808 
AEt.  86. 

188  Granger.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Samuel  Grang¬ 
er  who  died  June  4  1808  AEt  40. 

A  beloved  brother  gone  but  not  forgotten. 

189  !Mr.  Jacob  Granger  departed  this  Life  Feb  4***  1795 
AEt  60. 

190  Granger.  ^Nfrs.  Sarah  Granger  departed  this  life 
May  3’*  1806  AEt  73. 

191  Ayer.  Francis  Ayer  son  of  Samuel  &  Mary  Ayer 
died  Aug  9  1816  AEt  6. 

192  Barker.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Hana- 
niah  Barker  who  departed  this  Life  17ovb®  y*  19*** 
1767  in  y®  83^  vear  of  his  Aire. 

193  Johnson.  Sacred  to  the  ^femorv  of  Col  Samuel 
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Johnson,  who  departod  this  Life  November  12*** 
1796  AEtat  84. 

Heaven  waits  not,  the  last  moment  owns  her  friends 
On  this  side  death  &  points  them  out  to  men. 

194  Johnson.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Johnson  Consort  of  Col.  Samuel  Johnson  who  de¬ 
parted  this  Life  Sept*^  2**  1796  AETat  74. 

Whose  work  is  done,  who  triumphs  in  the  past 
Whose  yesterdays  look  backward  with  a  smile. 

195  Johnson.  In  Memory  of  Capt.  Timothy  Johnson 
who  departed  this  Life  !^[areh  the  10***  1771  Aged 
92  years. 

196  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Katharine  Johnson  Con¬ 
sort  to  Cap*  Timothy  Johnson  who  departed  this 
life  Eebi-^  y®  22**  1758  in  y®  77***  year  of  her  Age. 

197  Johnson.  Elizabeth  Johnson  the  Daughter  of  Mr. 
Samuel  and  A.  Elizabeth  Johnson,  who  died  the  30*** 
day  of  July  1746  and  in  the  Second  year  of  her  age. 

198  Stevens.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Stevens  who  departed  this  life  Feb.  6  1800  in  the 
66  year  of  his  Age. 

199  Stevens.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Mrs.  Phoebe 
Stevens  Dauf  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Stevens  who  de¬ 
parted  this  life  Sept  y®  12***  1760  in  y®  23**  year  of 
her  age. 

200  Stevens.  Sacred  to  the  ]\[emory  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Stevens  widow  of  Benjamin  Stevens  who  departed 
this  life  Novb®  the  11*^  1784  aged  91  years. 

201  Stevens.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Stevens 
who  departed  this  Life  March  the  26***  A.  D.  1748 
in  the  64***  year  of  his  Age. 

202  Edes.  Here  lyes  y®  Body  of  Mrs.  Susannah  Edes 
wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Edes  who  departed  this  Life 
Sept*  y®  15***  1759  in  y®  24***  year  of  her  age. 

An  infant  Still-bom. 

203  Huchinson.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Huchinson  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph  Huchinson 
who  died  !^^arch  y®  29  1737  aged  1  mo.  55  years. 

204  Abbott.  Here  lyes  y®  Body  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ab- 
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bott  widow  to  Mr.  Thomas  Abbott  who  died  Sept* 
y*  30  1754  a^red  73  years. 

205  Abbott.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Abbott  who  departed  this  life  Decemb*  y*  25*"  A.  D. 
1753  in  y*  8***  year  of  his  Age. 

206  Kittredge,  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Doctr  John 
Kittredge  w’ho  departed  this  Life  July  the  10*** 
A.  D.  1776  in  the  67“*  year  of  his  age. 

Mors  feliciter  finit  Sanctam  vitam. 

207  Kittredge.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Kittredge  late  relict  of  Doc  John  Kittredge  who  de¬ 
parted  this  Life  June  9  1788  in  the  71  year  of  her 
age. 

208  Kittredge.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Miss  Sally 
Kittredge  third  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  and  Mrs. 
Susannah  Kittredge  who  departed  this  Life  FeV 
12***  1796  aged  14  years  10  months. 

Our  mortal  frames  are  subject  to  decay 
Times  beconing  finger  we  must  all  obey. 

209  Frye.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Mary  Frye  wife 
to  ^fr.  William  Frye  who  departed  this  life  Sep* 
y*  28***  1763  in  y*  40***  year  of  Her  Age. 

210  Johnson.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Johnson  wife  of  Mr.  John  Johnson  who  departed 
this  Life  !March  y®  19  1785  in  y®  34***  year  of  her  age. 

211  Frost.  William  Frost  son  of  Mr.  William  -H  Mrs. 
Sarah  Frost  who  departed  this  Life  April  12  1784 
aged  11  months  and  15  days. 

212  Frost.  Kathan  Holt  Frost  son  of  Mr.  William  + 
Mrs.  Sarah  Frost  who  departed  this  Life  July  9 
1784  aged  5  years. 

213  Chickering.  Here  lyes  Buried  y®  Body  of  Mrs. 
Hannah  Chickering  wife  to  Mr.  Samuel  Chickering 
Daut*  of  John  Osgood  Esq*  who  departed  this  Life 
March  y®  10***  1761  in  y®  51**  year  of  Her  Age. 

214  Holt.  Here  lies  the  Body  of  Mr.  Jedediah  Holt 
the  Consort  of  Mrs.  Febe  Holt  who  departed  this 
life  Feb  y®  12***  1790  in  the  46***  year  of  his  age. 

215  Holt.  Sacred  to  the  ^Memory  of  Mr.  Stephen  Holt 
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who  departed  this  Life  April  25  1788  in  the  86**“ 
year  of  His  Age. 

216  Holt.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Holt 
relict  of  Mr.  Stephen  Holt  who  departed  this  Life 
Aug‘  9,  1802,  in  the  89  year  of  her  age. 

217  Faulkner.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  John 
Faulkner  son  of  Mr.  Daniel  +  Mrs.  Phebe  Faulkner 
who  died  Dec  27  1800  in  the  31®*  year  of  his  age. 

218  Emery.  Part  of  the  stone  gone.  Mrs.  Emery  died 
March  30  1738  in  y*  37**"  year  of  her  age. 

219  Tyler.  Memento  Mori.  Erected  in  Memory  of 
Mr,  John  Tyler  son  of  Mr.  Jacob  +  Mrs.  Lydia 
Tyler  who  died  August  16  A.  D.  1784  in  the  29*** 
year  of  his  Age. 

220  Faulkner.  Elizabeth  Faulkner  wife  of  Edmund 
Faulkner  who  died  May  y®  23  in  y®  42  year  of  Her 
age. 

221  Parker.  Martha  Parker  died  October  y®  27  1707 
aged  4  years  4*  8  months. 

222  Chickering.  In  Memory  of  Dean  Chickering  son 
of  Mr.  Sam*  Chickering  Jun'  and  Mrs.  Mary  who 
died  Feb  15  1768  in  y®  9***  year  of  his  age. 

223  Chickering.  In  Memory  of  Hannah  Chickering 
DauP  of  Sam*  Chickering  Jun  +  Mrs  Mary  who 
died  Feb  28  1768  in  y®  6  year  of  her  age. 

224  Noyes.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Noyes  Dau' 
of  Dr.  Nikolas  +  Mrs.  Sarah  Noyes  who  died  May 
12  1790  in  the  63  year  of  her  age. 

225  Noyes.  Here  lyes  y®  Body  of  Mrs.  Mary  Noyes 
DauP  of  Doct  Nicholas  +  Mrs.  Sarah  Noyes  who 
departed  this  Life  OcP  y®  22  1765  in  y*  26***  year 
of  Her  Age. 

226  Noyes.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  body  of  DocP  Nicho¬ 
las  Noyes  who  departed  this  Life  May  y®  17  1765 
in  y®  62  year  of  His  age. 

227  Noyes.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Noyes  Relict  of 
Dr.  Nicholas  Noyes  +  late  of  Andover  who  died 
^[ay  8  1790  in  the  87  year  of  her  age. 

228  Noyes.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  D*.  Ward  Noyes 
who  died  Dec.  26,  1808,  AEt  75. 
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229  Koyes.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Timothy 
Noyes  who  died  Feb  6  1814  AE  88. 

230  Noyes.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Phillip  Noyes  son  of 
Mr.  Timothy  +  Mrs.  Sarah  Noyes  who  died  Octr 
8  1812  AEt  48. 

231  Montgomery.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Re¬ 
becca  Montgomery  wife  of  late  Alexander  Mont¬ 
gomery  who  died  Oct  2  1806  AEt  60. 

Also 

Rebecca  P.  Montgomery  daughter  of  Lieut  Alex^ 
Montgomery  who  died  Octr  31  1808. 

232  Stevens.  In  Memory  of  Peter  Stevens  Jr.  who  died 
Aug.  12  1840  AEt  52. 

233  Stevens.  Ezra  Stevens  died  June  20,  1856  AEt. 
54. 

234  Phillips.  In  Memory  of  Lieu  John  Phillips  who 
died  Sep  25  1816  AEt  82. 

235  Phillips.  And  of  Elizabeth  wife  of  Lieu  John  Phil¬ 
lips  who  died  May  11  1807  AEt.  71. 

236  Tyler.  Here  lyes  y®  Body  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Tyler 
wife  to  Jacob  Tyler  Jun'  who  died  June  9  1752  in 
y®  26***  year  of  Her  age. 

She  left  two  children. 

237  Bridges.  Erected  in  Memory  of  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Bridges  the  wife  of  Mr.  James  Bridges  who  died 
May  5"*  1776. 

238  Bridges.  Erected  in  Memory  of  Mr.  James  Bridges 
who  departed  this  life  July  17***  1747  in  the  51“* 
year  of  his  age. 

Being  melted  to  death  by  extreem  heat. 

239  Bridges.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  James  Bridges  Jr.  who 
departed  this  Life  Nov  y®  23^  aged  38  years  +  8 
days. 

240  Chickering.  In  ^Memory  of  !Mrs.  Mary  Chickering 
C!onsort  of  Mr.  John  Chickering  who  died  Feb  10*** 
1817  AEt  22  and  of  two  children  of  Mr.  John  + 
Mrs.  Mary  Chickering,.  John  died  Nov'  1816  aged 
three  days  and  Maria  C  died  Nov 

241  Kimball.  In  Memorv  of  Peter  Kimball  ob.  Aug. 
10,  1794  AEt  42. 
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This  is  the  debt  that’s  nature’s  due 
And  I  have  paid  +  so  must  you. 

242  Chickering.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  Doc  Joseph 
Chickering  son  of  Mr.  Samuel  +  Mrs.  Mary  Chick¬ 
ering  who  departed  this  Life  Aug‘  23**  1797  in  the 
25th  year  of  his  age. 

243  Chickering.  In  Memory  of  Miss  Sarah  Chickering 
Daug''  of  Mr.  Samuel  and  Mrs.  Mary  Chickering 
who  died  August  31,  1802  in  the  37  year  of  her  age. 

244  Chickering.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Chickering  who  died  March  16  isil  Aet  82. 

245  Foster.  Erected  to  the  Memory  of  Capt  Asa  Foster 
who  departed  this  Life  July  17**'  A.  D.  1787  in  the 
77***  year  of  his  Age. 

246  Forster.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Forster  wife  to  Capt  Asa  Forster  who  departed 
this  Life  July  y®  1758  in  ye  46  year  of  Her  Age. 

247  Foster.  Erected  to  the  ^Memory  of  Mrs.  Lucy 
Foster,  Relict  of  Cap  Asa  Foster  who  departed  this 
Life  Oct  17**'  1787  in  the  64***  year  of  her  age. 

248  Wilson.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Wilson  consort 
of  Cap*  John  Wilson  who  died  Oct*  6  1795  aged  30 
years. 

249  Wilson.  In  Memory  of  John  R.  Wilson  who  died 
Mar  18  1816  aged  2  years  and  of  Maria  Wilson  who 
died  Feb  21  1816  aged  10  years,  children  of  Lieu 
Joshua  +  Mrs.  Dolly  Wilson. 

250  Osgood.  Erected  in  Memory  of  Isaac  Osgood  son 
of  ^Fr.  Timothy  and  Mrs.  Chloe  Osgood  who  de¬ 
parted  this  Life  March  23  1796  AEtat  24. 

251  Osgood.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Timothy 
Osgood  Jun*  who  departed  this  Life  August  31  1753 
in  the  35  year  of  His  Age. 

252  Osgood.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr., Timothy 
Osgood  who  departed  this  Life  Sep*  ye  16***  Anno 
Dorn”*  1748  in  y®  90***  year  of  His  Age. 

253  Osgood.  In  Memory  of  !Mr.  Jacob  Osgood  who  de¬ 
parted  this  Life  Oct  the  18***  1785  in  the  53^  year 
of  his  age. 
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254  Wilson.  In  Memory  of  Lieu  Joshua  Wilson  Junr 
who  died  May  11  1816  AEt.  29. 

255  Willson.  In  Memory  of  Frederic  Willson  son  of 
Mr.  Joshua  +  Mrs.  Dorothy  Willson  who  died  Jan"^ 
30,  1802  aged  12  years. 

256  Dearborn.  Mr.  Samuel  Dearborn  departed  this  life 
Oct  5“*  1803  AEtat  23. 

257  Allen.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Miss  Mehitable 
Allen  who  died  Sep  8  1813  AEt.  64. 

258  Swan.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Affa  Swan  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Robert  Swan  who  departed  this  Life  Feb  11 
1780  in  the  20th  year  of  her  age. 

259  Challayhan.  A  daughter  of  Mr.  Robert  +  Lydia 
Challayhan  who  died  May  the  30^  1781  aged  9 
years. 

260  Callahan.  In  Memory  of  Edward  Callahan  son  of 
Mr.  Robert  +  Mrs.  Dorcas  Callahan  who  died  Sep 
19  1815  aged  12  years  3  mons  +  1  day. 

261  Gardner.  In  Memory  of  the  Widow  Sarah  Gard¬ 
ner  who  died  Nov.  15,  1809  AEt.  23. 

262  Memento  Mori.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Bradley 
consort  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Bradley  who  died  Sep' 
14“*  A.  D.  1790  AEtat  40. 

263  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Mary  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Timothy  Osgood  who  departed  this  Life 
July  13“*  1752  Aged  87  years. 

264  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Isaac  Osgood  son  of  Mr.  Peter 

+  !Mrs.  Sarah  Osgood  who  died  Octo'  11*^  1753 
aged  9  years  8  months  +  3  days. 

265  Osgood.  Here  lyes  y  Body  of  Joseph  Osgood  son 
of  ip.  Peter  +  Mrs.  Sarah  Osgood  who  died  Octo 
14  1753,  aged  6  years  and  10  months. 

266  Osgood.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joseph  Osgood  son  of 
!Mr.  Peter  -f-  Mrs.  Sarah  Osgood  who  departed  this 
Life  Octo'  17***  1762  in  y®  S^vear  of  his  age. 

267  Osgood.  In  Memory  of  Sarah  Osgood  Daught'  of 
Mr.  Peter  +  Mrs.  Sarah  Osgood  who  departed  this 
life  Octo'  y®  24*'*  1762  in  y®  13  year  of  her  age. 

268  Osgood.  In  Memory  of  Lydia  Osgood  Dautr  of  Mr. 
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Peter  +  Mrs.  Sarah  Osgood  who  departed  this  Life 
Feb^  22**  1763  in  y*  3**  year  of  her  age. 

269  Osgood.  Erected  in  Memory  of  Capt  Peter  Osgood 
who  died  Nov  19,  1801  aged  84. 

270  Osgood.  Mrs.  Sarah  Osgood  Relict  of  Capt.  Peter 
Osgood  died  April  1  1804  AEt.  84. 

271  Barker.  Mehitabel  Barker  Daught  of  Mr.  Richard 
+Mrs.  Mehitabel  Barker  who  died  Augs*  9**“  1747 
aged  2  years  +  4  months. 

272  Barker.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Barker  who  departed  this  life  May  the  13th  in  y* 
79th  year  of  His  age. 

273  Martin.  In  Memory  of  Susanna  Martin  Dau'  of 
Mr.  Solomon  +  Mrs.  Phebe  Martin  who  died  June 
10th  1792  aged  3  years  10  months. 

274  Barker.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Sarah  the 
Daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel  and  Sarah  Barker  Jun' 
who  departed  this  Life  Sept  29  1763  in  the  16  year 
of  her  Age. 

275  Johnson.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Ahiah 
Johnson  wife  of  Mr.  Asa  Johnson  who  departed  this 
life  October  22^  1793  AEtat  23. 

For  us  they  languish,  and  for  us  they  die 
And  shall  they  languish,  shall  they  die  in  vain 

276  Phelps.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Joseph  Phelps  who  died 
27  Jan  1802  in  the  78  year  of  his  Age. 

277  Barker.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Sarah 
Barker  the  wife  of  Samuel  Barker  Jun  who  died 
Nov'  23  1740  in  y®  44  year  of  her  age. 

278  Page.  Hannah  Page  the  Daur  of  Mr.  Daniel  + 
Mrs.  Hannah  Page  who  departed  this  Life  June  7*** 
1763  aged  2  years  +  2  months. 

279  Page.  Betty  Page  Dau  of  Mr.  Daniel  +  Mrs. 
Hannah  Page  who  departed  this  Life  Nov'  17**’ 
1771. 

280  Page.  In  ^Memory  of  Miss  Mary  Page  Daur  of  Mr. 
Daniel  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Page  who  departed  this 
Life  July  5th  1777  aged  18  years  and  11  months. 

281  Page.  In  Memory  of  Daniel  Page  son  of  Mr. 
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Daniel  and  Mrs.  Hannah  Page  who  departed  this 
Life  May  23**  1769  aged  9  years  +  2  months. 

282  Page.  In  Memory  of  Miss  Sarah  Page  Dan'’  of  Mr. 
Daniel  -|-  Mrs.  Hannah  Page,  who  departed  this 
Life  Dec''  11  1779  aged  16  years  and  7  months. 

283  Page.  My  Glass  is  run.  In  Memory  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Page  who  died  16  June  1801  in  the  70th  year  of  his 
age. 

284  Page.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Page  widow  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Page  who  died  Sept  28  1824  AEt  93. 

285  Bridges.  In  Memory  of  Cap.  Isaac  Bridges  who 
died  at  Fayal  April  i9,  1805  AE  53 

and 

of  his  sister  Mrs.  Susanna  Moore  who  died  at  An¬ 
dover  June  8,  1805  AEt.  44. 

286  Bridges.  Here  were  deposited  the  Remains  of  Mr. 
Moody  Bridges  who  departed  this  Life  on  the  14th 
of  July  1801  in  the  79***  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  a  man  eminently  useful  in  his  day 
He  lived  beloved  revered  and  died  greatly 
lamented  by  all  his  family  -f-  acquaintances. 

287  Bridges.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  N^aamah  Bridges,  the 
wife  of  M'.  Moody  Bridges,  who  died  I7ov  12  1779 
aged  53  year 

and 

Sarah  Daur  of  Mr.  !Moody  +  Mrs.  J7aamah,  who 
died  Feb  14  1754  aged  3  years  +  9  months  +  Enoch 
son  of  IM'.  bloody  and  Mrs.  Xaamah  who  died  June 
7  1764  aged  1  year  14  days. 

288  Baldwin.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Martha  Baldwin  Re¬ 
lict  of  ^Ir.  Henery  Baldwin  of  Shrewsbury  who  de¬ 
parted  this  Life  Jan’y  8“'  1792  in  the  64  year  of 
her  age. 

289  Erie.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Isaac  Erie  who 
died  May  31,  1741  -|-  in  43  year  of  his  age. 
Tabitha  y®  Daughter  of  Isaac  Erie  dyed  May  y* 
30,  1741  and  in  y®  2  year  of  her  Age. 

290  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Cap  Abiel  Frye  who  de¬ 
parted  this  Life  March  the  22'“*  1757  in  y®  54*** 
year  of  his  age. 
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291  Dillaway.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  William 
Dillaway  who  died  July  5  1812  AEt  61. 

292  Erie.  Here  lyes  y®  Body  of  Joshua  Erie  son  of  M"'. 
Joshua  +  Mrs.  Sarah  Erie  who  died  Jany  23  1747 
aged  9  years  26  days. 

293  Erie.  Joshua  y®  son  of  Mr.  Joshua  +  Mary  Erie 
who  dyed  September  y®  5***  1738  in  y*  12“*  year  of 
Her  age. 

294  Erie.  Jonathan  ye  son  of  Joshua  +  Mary  Erie 
who  dyed  August  y'  28  1738  +  in  y*  19  year  of  His 
age. 

295  Erie.  Alford  son  of  Mr.  Joshua  +  Sarah  Erie 
who  (stone  gone) 

296  Phinehas  y®  son  of  Mr.  Joshua  Mrs.  Sarah  Erie 
Dyed  August  y®  26  1738  +  in  y®  4**'  year  of  His 
age. 

297  Erie.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Erie  the  wife  of  Mr.  Joshua  Erie  who  died  Dec.  y® 
24,  1729  +  in  y®  30  Eirst  year  of  Her  Age. 

298  Erie.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  M^  Joshua 
Erye  who  departed  this  Life  Octo*'  y®  2**  1768  in  y® 
68“*  Year  of  His  age. 

299  Erve.  Here  lies  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Erye, 
widow  of  Mr.  Joshua  Erye  who  departed  this  Life 
April  the  5**’  1781  Aged  69  years. 

She  opened  her  mouth  with  wdsdom  +  in  her  Tongue 
was  the  law  of  Kindnefs. 

300  Wood.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Debora  Wood  wife  of 
!Mr.  Obadiah  Wood  who  died  Sept  11,  1794  aged  63 
years. 

301  Carlton.  Peter,  son  of  Mr.  John  +  Chloe  Carlton 
died  Octr  14,  1814  aged  6  years  +  4  months. 

302  Carlton.  In  ]\remorv  of  Mr.  Peter  Carlton  who 
died  Eeb’’  21,  1804  aged  69  years. 

303  Carlton.  Here  lies  the  body  of  Mrs.  Marcy  Carl¬ 
ton  widow  of  !Mr.  Ezekiel  Carlton  who  departed  this 
Life  Aug.  the  27,  1781  in  y®  70  year  of  her  age. 

304  Carlton.  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  Ezekiel 
Carlton  who  departed  this  Life  August  y®  26  1775 
in  y®  74th  year  of  his  age. 
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305  Lovejoy.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Gen  Nathan’ 
Lovejoy  who  died  July  5,  1813  AEt.  68. 

306  Lovejoy.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lovejoy 
wife  of  Nathan’  Lovejoy  Esq"^  who  died  Nov  19 
1788  aged  38  years 

and 

Nathaniel  son  of  Nath’  +  Eliz®  who  died  August 
6,  1776  aged  2  weeks  and 

Nathaniel  son  of  Nath’  -f  Eliz®  who  died  Sept  26, 
1784  aged  8  months  +  13  days. 

307  Lovejoy.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lovejoy 
wife  of  Nath!’  Lovejoy  Esq''  who  died  April  24,  1775 
aged  31  years  and  A  Male  child  bom  of  Eliz®  + 
buried  June  21,  1771  and  Elizabeth  dau'  of  Nath’ 
+  Eliz®  who  died  May  8”*  1774  aged  11  months  + 
9  days  and  Nathaniel  son  of  Nath’  +  Eliz®  who 
died  May  18,  1775  aged  4  months  +  5  days. 

308  Lovejoy.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  Nath¬ 
aniel  Lovejoy  who  departed  this  Life  suddently  in 
an  Apoplectick  Fit  August  y®  25,  1768  aged  69 
years  +  6  months. 

309  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Elizabeth  Lovejoy 
widow  of  M'.  Nathaniel  Lovejoy  who  departed  this 
life  with  a  Consumption  June  y®  21  1770  aged  60 
years  +  4  months. 

310  Abraham.  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tha  Abraham  Relict  of  M'.  "William  Abraham  of 
Charlestown,  Distiller,  who  died  Sept  17”'  1783 
aged  85  years. 

311  Lacy.  In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lacy  (late  of 
Charlestown)  who  died  Sept  y®  7*’'  1788  in  the  66 
year  of  her  age. 

312  Ingalls.  Hear  Lyes  buried  the  body  of  Mrs.  Abigail 
Ingalls  who  died  August  11,  1712  in  the  50”'  year 
of  her  age. 

313  Ingalls.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Mrs.  Abigail 
Ingalls  who  lived  a  widow  58  years  +  departed  this 
life  July  y®  9  1758  in  the  88^  year  of  her  age. 

314  Barker.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  !Mrs.  Mehi- 
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table  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  Barker  who  died  Dec' 
4, 1752  in  y*  64***  year  of  her  age. 

315  Barker.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Quarter¬ 
master  John  Barker  who  died  March  19,  1751  in  y® 
78*“  year  of  his  age. 

316  Barker.  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Barker  the  wife  of  M'.  John  Barker  who  died  No¬ 
vember  y®  2,  1726  and  in  y®  40  first  year  of  her  age. 

317  Barker.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Johannah 
Barker  the  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Barker  who  died 
July  y®  24,  1736  -f-  in  y®  19  year  of  her  age. 

318  Barker.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  William 
Barker  who  died  Jan^  16  1745  in  67*“  year  of  his 
age. 

319  Barker.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  M”.  (May?) 
Barker  the  wife  of  William  Barker  who  died  April 
the  29  1744  in  y®  (obliterated) 

320  Steevens.  Here  lyes  y®  body  of  Esther  Steevens 
wife  to  John  Steevens  aged  62  years  +  1  mo.  died 
June  25  1713. 

321  Steevens.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  David  Steevens 
son  of  Mr.  John  +  Mrs.  Esther  Steevens  died  Oc¬ 
tober  2  1722  aged  36  years  and  6  Dayes. 

322  Parker.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Joseph  Parker  aged 
34  years  Dec’d  Nov“’'  9,  1715. 

323  Parker.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Abigail  Parker  wife 
to  Joseph  Parker  aged  29  years  2  months  +  21  days. 
Dec’d  May  4, 1717. 

324.  Barker.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  William 
Barker  who  died  March  the  4*“  1718  and  in  73  year 
of  his  age." 

325  Barker.  Joshua  Barker  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Barker  Jun'  who  died  August  29  in  1730  and  in  y* 
second  of  his  age. 

326  Barker.  Joshua  Barker  son  of  Samuel  Sarah 
Barker  Jun'  who  died  September  y®  4  1727  aged 
three  weaks  old. 

327  Stevens.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Samuel 
Stevens  who  died  Jeneuary  30  1718  and  in  y*  40 
first  year  of  his  age. 
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328  Emery.  Here  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Emery  who  died  Sepp*""  1721  +  in  the  59^  year  of 
his  age. 

329  Primus.  In  Memory  of  PRIMUS  who  was  a  faith¬ 
ful  servant  of  M^  Benjamin  Stovens  Jun*'  who  died 
July  25  1792  aged  72  years  5  months  16  days. 

330  Osgood.  In  Memory  of  Thomas  Osgood  son  of  D’'. 
Joseph  -f  Mrs.  Margaret  Osgood  who  Departed 
this  Life  Sep'  the  12'*'  1771  Aged  14  years  and  10 
months. 

331  Holt.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  M'.  Stephen 
Holt  Jun'  who  departed  this  life  March  the  S'*"  1771 
in  y®  28  year  of  His  Age. 

332  Symmes.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Mrs.  Anna 
Symmes  late  amiable  consort  of  the  Rev.  William 
Symmes  who  departed  this  life  June  18'*'  1772  in  y* 
38'*'  3’ear  of  Her  age. 

333  Farnum.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Enoch  Far- 
num  who  died  March  13  1815  AE  48. 

334  Emery.  Elizabeth  Emery  the  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Emery  who  died  July  29  1729  in  the  30***  year  of 
her  Age. 
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INDEX 


NAME 

NO. 

NAME 

NO. 

A 

Barker,  Mrs.  Sarah 

59 

Abbot,  Mr.  Nehemiah 

131 

”  William 

324 

”  Thomas,  Jr. 

93 

”  Mr.  William 

318 

Abbott,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

204 

Barnard,  Hannah 

83 

”  Mr.  Thomas 

205 

”  Mr.  John 

81 

Abraham,  Mrs.  Martha 

310 

”  Rev.  Mr.  John 

181 

Adams,  Emmeline  0. 

139 

”  Sarah 

99 

”  Hannah 

137 

”  Theodore 

182 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

52 

”  Mr.  Theodore 

183 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

53 

”  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas 

105 

”  Issac 

138 

Bradley,  Mr.  Joseph 

175 

”  Dea.  John 

54 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

262 

”  Sarah 

137 

Bridges,  Mrs.  Eleanor 

237 

Admes,  Sarah 

140 

”  Enoch 

287 

Allen,  Miss  Mehitable 

257 

”  Cap.  Isaac 

285 

Allin,  John 

110 

”  Mr.  James 

238 

Aslebe,  Mr.  John 

153 

”  Mr.  James  Jr. 

239 

”  Mrs.  May 

154 

”  Mr.  Moody 

286 

Austin,  Mr.  John 

170 

”  Mrs.  Naamah 

287 

”  Samuel 

13 

”  Sarah 

287 

Ayer,  Francis 

191 

B 

L/ 

Callahan,  Edward 

260 

Baldwin.  Mrs.  Martha 

288 

Callayhan  - 

259 

Barker,  Mrs.  Abagail 

57 

Carlton,  Mr.  Amos 

6 

”  Miss  Alles 

177 

”  Mr.  Daniel 

9 

”  Lieut.  Benjamin 

179 

”  !Mr.  Ezekiel 

304 

”  Mr.  Benjamin 

180 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

46 

”  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

56 

”  Mr.  Isaac 

151 

”  Ephraim 

107 

”  Mr.  Isaac 

150 

”  Mr.  Hananiah 

192 

”  Mr.  John 

149 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

178 

”  Mrs.  Marcy 

303 

”  Johannah, 

317 

”  May 

8 

”  Quartermaster 

”  Peter 

301 

John 

315 

”  Mr.  Peter 

302 

”  Joshua 

326 

Checkerin,  Zechariah 

101 

”  Joshua 

325 

Chickering,  Dean 

222 

”  Mrs.  Mary 

106 

”  Mrs.  Elizabeth  123 

”  Mrs.  May 

319 

”  Hannah 

223 

”  Mehitable 

271 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

213 

”  Miss  Mehitable 

63 

”  John 

240 

”  Mrs.  Mehitable 

314 

”  Doc.  Joseph 

242 

”  Miss  Nabby 

60 

”  Maria  C. 

240 

”  Mr.  Phinehas 

62 

”  Mrs.  Mary 

240 

”  Dea.  Samuel 

55 

”  Mr.  Samuel 

244 

”  Dea.  Samuel 

58 

”  Miss  Sarah 

243 

”  Mr.  Samuel 

272 

Clark,  Mrs.  Lydia 

78 

”  Sarah 

274 

Coolidge.  Mrs.  Sarah 

130 

”  Sarah 

277 

Cummings,  Mrs.  Anna 

30 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

316 

”  Mr.  Stephen 

31 
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NAME 

NO. 

D 

Dearborn,  Mr.  Samuel 

256 

Dillaway,  Mr.  William 

291 

E 

Edes,  Mrs.  Susannah 

202 

Emery,  Mrs. 

218 

”  Elizabeth 

334 

”  Mr.  Joseph 

328 

F 

Farington,  Mrs.  Sarah 

7 

Farnum,  Dea.  Benjamin 

44 

”  Mrs.  Dolly 

43 

”  Mr.  Enoch 

333 

”  Mr.  Jacob 

45 

”  Mrs.  Joanna 

160 

”  Capt.  John 

158 

”  Deacon  John 

159 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

161 

”  Mr.  Timothy 

11 

Faulkner,  Elizabeth 

220 

”  Widow  Hannah 

25 

”  ^Ir.  John 

217 

”  Mr.  Joseph 

26 

Forster,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

246 

Foster,  Capt.  Asa 

245 

”  David 

90 

”  Isaac 

136 

”  Lidea 

88 

”  Mrs.  Lucy 

247 

”  Samuel 

61 

Frazier,  Elizabeth 

115 

”  Nath 

116 

”  Rebecca 

117 

Frie,  Alford 

295 

”  Isaac 

289 

”  Jonathan 

294 

”  Joshua 

293 

”  Joshua 

292 

”  Mr.  Joshua 

298 

”  Mrs.  Mary 

297 

”  Phinehas 

296 

”  Mrs.  Priscilla 

176 

Frost,  Nathan  Holt 

212 

”  William 

211 

Frye,  Cap.  Abiel 

290 

”  Mrs.  Betsy 

126 

”  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

113 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

19 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

85 

”  Mr.  James 

1 

”  Col.  James 

112 

NAME 

Frye,  Lieut.  John 
”  Mr.  Jonathan 
”  Mrs.  Margaret 
”  Mrs.  Mary 
”  Mrs.  Mary 
”  Miss  Nancj’ 

”  Nancy  Mackey 
”  Phebe 
”  Mrs.  Sarah 

G 

Gardner,  Widow  Sarah 

Granger,  Mr.  Jacob 
”  Samuel 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

H 

Holt,  Mr.  Jedediah 
”  Mrs.  Mary 
”  Moley 
”  Mr.  Stephen 
”  Mr.  Stephen 

Huchinson,  Mrs.  Sarah 

I 

Ingalls,  Mrs.  Abigail 
”  Mrs.  Abigail 

”  Capt.  Henry 

”  Lieut.  John 

”  Miss  Judah 

”  Mr.  Putnam 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

Ingals,  Deborah 

”  Mrs.  Deborah 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

”  Mr.  Henry 
”  Mrs.  Sarah 


J 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Abiah 
”  Elizabeth 

”  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

”  Mrs.  Esther 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

”  John 

”  Mr.  John  Jr. 

”  John  Aslebe 

”  Mrs.  Katharine 

”  Mrs.  Lydia 

”  Miss  Phebe 

”  Mrs.  Phebe 

”  Mrs.  Rebecca 


NO. 

18 

65 

128 

2 

209 

127 

132 

114 

299 


261 

189 
188 

190 


214 
216 

73 

215 
331 
203 


313 

312 

143 
21 
22 

147 

142 

119 

121 

20 

144 

145 

146 


275 

197 

194 

37 

210 

32 
35 

184 

196 

92 

34 

64 

33 
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NAME 

NO. 

NAME 

NO. 

Johnson,  Col.  Samuel 

193 

Osgood,  Isaac 

250 

”  Capt.  Timothy 

195 

”  Isaac 

264 

”  Mr.  Jacob 

253 

K 

”  John,  Esq. 

97 

Eimball,  Peter 

241 

”  Lieut.  John 

95 

Kittredge,  Dr.  John 

206 

”  John  George 

67 

”  Miss  Sally 

208 

”  Joseph 

265 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

207 

”  Dr.  Joseph 

71 

”  Mr.  Joseph 

266 

L 

”  Mr.  Josiah 

133 

Lacy,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

311 

”  Lydia 

268 

Lovejoy,  Eliza 

307 

”  Margaret 

68 

”  Elizabeth 

309 

”  Mrs.  Margaret 

72 

”  Elizabeth 

307 

”  Mrs.  Mary 

263 

”  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

307 

”  Peter 

42 

”  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

306 

”  Capt.  Peter 

269 

”  Nathaniel 

307 

”  Mrs.  Rebekah 

124 

”  Nathaniel 

306 

”  Capt.  Samuel 

84 

”  Nathaniel 

306 

”  Sara 

102 

”  Gen.  Nathaniel 

305 

”  Sarah 

267 

”  Mr.  Nathaniel 

308 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

69 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

174 

M 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

104 

Mackej-,  Capt.  Daniel 

129 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

270 

Marble,  Benjamin 

14 

”  Susanah 

123 

”  Mr.  Job 

28 

”  Thomas 

96 

”  Mrs.  Phebe 

29 

”  Thomas 

330 

”  Miss  Priscilah 

15 

”  Mr.  Thomas 

174 

”  Mr.  Samuel 

10 

”  Mr.  Timothy 

252 

Martin,  Susanna 

273 

”  Mr.  Timothy 

251 

Montgomery,  Mrs.  Rebecca  231 

”  William 

103 

Rebecca  P. 

231 

Moore,  Mrs.  Susanna 

285 

P 

Page,  Betty 

279 

N 

”  Daniel 

281 

Newell,  Phebe 

36 

”  Mr.  Daniel 

283 

Noyes  Mrs.  Abigail 

224 

”  Hannah 

278 

”  Mrs.  Mary 

225 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

284 

”  Dr.  Nicholas 

226 

”  Mrs.  Mary 

280 

”  Mr.  Phillip 

230 

”  Miss  Sarah 

282 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

227 

Parker,  Abigail 

323 

”  Mr.  Timothy 

229 

”  Benjamin 

23 

”  Dr.  Ward 

228 

”  Mr.  Isaac 

156 

”  Joseph 

322 

0 

”  Martha 

221 

Osgood,  Abigail 

74 

”  Mrs.  May 

157 

”  Mrs.  Abigail 

75 

”  Capt.  Peter 

155 

”  Capt.  Christopher 

41 

Peeters,  Phebe 

108 

”  Mr.  Daniel 

173 

Peters,  Mr.  Andrew 

109 

”  Insign  Ebenezer 

125 

”  Mr.  John 

186 

”  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

70 

”  Mrs.  Sarah 

187 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

98 

”  Susannah 

17 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

134 

Phelps,  Mr.  Joseph 

276 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

94 

Phillips,  Elizabeth 

79 

L 
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NO. 

Phillips,  Elizabeth 

77 

Stevens,  Mrs.  Hannah 

200 

”  Elizabeth 

235 

”  James 

163 

”  Mrs.  Elizabteh 

86 

”  Capt.  James 

168 

”  Mrs.  Hannah 

76 

”  Mr.  John 

27 

”  Lieut.  John 

234 

”  Mr.  Jeremy 

171 

”  Samuel 

80 

”  Jonathan 

165 

”  Hon.  Samuel 

86 

”  Miss  Mary 

38 

”  Theodore 

82 

”  Cornet  Nathan 

4 

”  Theodore 

761/8 

”  Peter,  Jr. 

232 

Poor,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

111 

”  Mrs.  Phebe 

199 

”  Mr.  Samuel,  Jr. 

135 

”  Samuel 

327 

Primus 

329 

”  Sarah 

166 

Putnam,  Mr.  Moses 

148 

”  Mrs.  Susannah 

118 

Swan,  Mrs.  Affa 

258 

K 

”  Mrs.  Deborah 

66 

Rayner,  Mrs.  Ann 

120 

”  Timothy 

141 

Robenson,  Isaac 

152 

Symmes,  Mrs.  Anna 

332 

”  John 

152 

”  Con  vers 

50 

”  Miss  Elizabeth 

51 

S 

”  Lydia  &  Charlotte  49 

Sessions,  Mary 

89 

”  Mrs.  Susanna 

47 

Spofford,  Benjamin  H. 

100 

”  Rev.  William,  D.  D.  47 

”  Mr.  Isaac 

91 

”  Rooxbe  M. 

100 

T 

Stearns,  Mr.  John 
Steevens,  David 
”  Esther 

Stevens,  Benjamin,  Esq. 

”  Mr.  Benjamin 

”  Mr.  Benjamin 

185 

321 

320 

5 

40 

201 

Tedman,  Mrs.  Rebekah 
Trow’,  Ephraim 

Trumball,  James 

Tyler,  Mrs.  Abagail 
”  Mrs.  Abigail 
”  Mr*  John 

24 

48 

36 

3 

236 

219 

”  Mr.  Benjamin 
”  Mr.  Benjamin 

198 

169 

”  Mr.  Moses 

12 

”  Charles 

164 

W 

”  Miss  Dolly 
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Wilson,  John  R. 
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16 

”  Lieut.  Joshua,  Jr. 
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”  Ezra 
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”  Hannah 

87 

”  Maria 
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”  Mrs.  Hannah 
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Wood,  Mrs.  Debora 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  DIARY  AND  THE 
LETTERS  OF  ABBOT  KINSMAN  FROM 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  THE  PACIFIC, 

HONG  KONG  AND  THE 
PHILIPPINES. 

Contributed  bj  Mrs.  Rebecca  Kinsman  Munroe 
(Concluded  from  Vol.  LXXXIX,  p.  93) 

Manila  Jany  18th  1864 
Monday  Eve. 

My  dear  Nat, 

I  had  just  been  called  from  my  room  to  see  a  cake  of 
ice  made  here  today.  The  Engineer,  Miller  who  I  have 
spoken  of  in  my  letters  home  has  at  last  got  the  machine 
as  he  wanted  it  He  has  had  a  continuation  of  rows  with 
the  owners  of  the  Ice  Machine  ever  since  I  have  been  here, 
because  they  would  not  do  as  he  wanted  them  to.  I  assure 
you  a  good  glass  of  cold  wine  tasted  good.  I  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  drinking  rum  of  any  kind,  but  I  do  occasionally. 
I  have  been  told  by  a  fast  young  man  in  our  office  that  if  I 
did  not  drink  a  good  deal  of  liquor  in  this  country  I  would 
die  very  soon.  I  said  let  him  die  then.  This  same  young 
man  was  rather  unwell  a  few  days  ago  from  the  effects  of 
rum.  Saturday  evening  I  went  by  invitation  of  Hunting- 
ton  to  a  ball  as  they  are  termed  here,  with  himself  and  Ned 
Edwards,  and  had  as  good  a  time  as  could  be  expected,  not 
knowing  how  to  talk  Spanish  or  to  dance  any  round  dances, 
which  by  the  way  are  very  gay.  H.  pitches  in  like  a  good 
fellow  ....  I  wish  you  and  W.  had  been  here  to  attend 
the  Baile  last  Saturday  evening.  There  were  lots  of  pretty 
girls  there  regular  Spanish  ones.  Mrs.  Edwards  was  there 
and  stayed  until  eleven  o’clock,  I  was  with  her  nearly  all 
the  time  she  stayed  and  came  home  myself  about  twelve. 
H.  and  E.  went  home  about  half  past  two  A.M.  I  was  up 
and  dressed  about  half  past  six  and  was  off  in  the  bay  at 
nine  with  H.  We  went  aboard  the  Daring  to  breakfast, 
and  a  first  rate  one  we  had  a  regular  New  England  break¬ 
fast.  Brown  bread  and  beans,  fish  balls,  Indian  cake  &c. 
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There  were  five  from  shore  there  and  a  jolly  good  time  we 
did  have.  She  is  very  near  loaded  and  if  I  felt  a  little 
richer  I  would  buy  some  nice  cigars  and  send  you  by  her, 
as  she  goes  to  Boston.  When  she  arrives  you  had  better 
go  aboard  of  her  and  see  Capt.  W.  W.  Henry.  He  is  a 
first  rate  man.  If  you  want  something  to  take,  just  tell 
him  his  ship  is  very  long.  I  heard  that  expression  when 
I  was  in  H.  K.  first  time.  You  see  by  this  letter  that  I 
am  not  off  for  Albay  yet.  Mr.  Pearson  told  me  that  they 
were  short  of  hands  in  the  office  and  that  I  must  stay  until 
some  of  them  got  back.  G.  Sturgis  has  gone  down  to  the 
Provinces  and  will  be  back  shortly.  And  another  clerk  has 
gone  over  to  H.  K.  sick.  They  say  outside,  that  he  was 
the  best  fellow  in  the  office  ....  Huntington  and  young 
Edward  have  moved  into  town  now,  and  have  given  me  a 
standing  invitation  to  come  and  see  them  whenever  I  feel 
like  it.  Tomorrow  I  am  to  go  and  dine  with  them  at  seven 
and  then  to  a  feast  somewhere  out  of  town  or  rather  in  a 
small  town.  When  you  go  over  a  bridge  here,  which  by 
the  way  are  very  numerous,  you  are  in  another  town.  If 
I  go  to  walk  and  any  one  asks  me  wffiere  I  have  been  I 
tell  them  I  have  been  over  so  many  bridges  in  such  and 
such  a  direction,  and  any  one  who  is  well  acquainted  here 
can  tell  me  what  town  I  have  been  in.  I  like  my  situation 
very  well,  though  I  have  to  work  pretty  hard,  and  when  I 
come  home  I  must  say  I  don’t  feel  much  like  writing,  but 
write  to  you  at  home,  I  must  and  shall.  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning.  I  had  an  awful  hard  day’s  work,  all  hands  were 
riled  up.  In  fact  all  of  us  had  more  than  we  possibly 
could  do.  All  took  a  mouthful  of  breakfast  and  then  run, 
the  same  way  at  tiffin.  My  clothes  were  as  wet  as  sop 
when  I  came  out  of  the  office.  The  hotel  is  very  near  the 
office  so  I  don’t  have  to  walk  far,  and  it  is  not  hot  when  I 
go  or  return.  There  is  no  kind  of  accomodation  at  this 
Hotel  for  bathing  which  is  very  necessary  in  this  climate 
both  morning  and  evening.  Russell  &  Sturgis  are  build¬ 
ing  a  large  house  for  the  office  and  for  the  accomodation  of 
the  clerks  who  are  now  forced  to  live  all  about  the  county, 
in  all  sorts  of  houses.  Most  of  them  live  in  what  are  called 
Nepa  houses,  built  of  bamboo  and  thatched  with  Nepa,  a 
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kind  of  Palm  leaf,  which  they  say  are  very  cool  and  pleas¬ 
ant.  They  all  used  to  live  together  before  the  Earth 
Quake.  The  Earth  Quake  is  a  sort  of  a  new  era  here. 
People  speak  of  things  before  and  after  the  Earth  Quake. 
If  I  find  I  am  not  going  away  from  Manila  soon  I  am  go¬ 
ing  to  change  my  place  of  abode  to  another  hotel,  which  is 
much  nicer  and  better  food,  kept  by  a  native  of  Calcutta, 
a  black  feller.  I  wrote  in  my  last  letter  to  Mother  that  at 
the  ofiice  they  were  very  particular  about  not  having  things 
known  outside  the  office  that  go  on  inside,  and  it  is  now 
known  all  over  Manila  that  I  was  to  have  gone  last  week. 
Huntington  must  have  told  for  I  have  not.  I  wish  he 
could  keep  still  about  my  affairs,  to  other  people.  You 
can  bet  your  life  that  I  shan’t  tell  him  anything  more  I 
don’t  wish  known.  He  has  been  pleasant,  polite  and  kind 
to  me  since  I  have  been  here  ....  But  as  it  is  late,  and  as 
I  want  to  get  away  from  the  bites  of  these  singing  crea¬ 
tures,  inside  of  my  mosquito  net  I  can’t  get  out  of  hearing 
of  their  singing  but  away  from  their  bites  I  can,  if  careful 
in  getting  in.  Oh !  I  went  to  dine  with  H.  &  E.  this 
evening  and  enjoyed  it,  did  not  go  to  the  feast ....  There 
is  a  young  Spaniard  in  our  office  by  the  name  of  Benigno- 
Corvalles  who  was  educated  in  Salem  at  ^Master  Worces¬ 
ters,  and  says  he  remembers  you  very  well,  but  Bill  he 
says  was  grown  up  but  still  he  remembers  him,  and  de¬ 
sired  me  to  remember  him  to  you  both.  I  like  him  first 
rate.  I  have  my  best  Jib  and  !Mainsail  bent  now  all  the 
time,  white  jacket  and  pants  you  should  see  me,  quite  a 
gay  boy  I  assure  you.  I  have  spent  a  lot  of  money  in  get¬ 
ting  fixed  out,  over  a  hundred  dollars  all  things  put  togeth¬ 
er.  Quite  a  pile  in  so  short  a  time,  is  it  not.  I  am  glad 
I  had  some  money  to  start  on  of  my  own.  You  have  almost 
heard  of  my  intention  to  come  over  here,  by  this  time.  I 
hope  you  will  be  pleased  with  the  idea.  I  suppose  I  am 
a  fixture  here  for  a  few  years,  but  I  am  not  going  to  stay 
many  even  if  they  will  keep  me.  Please  tell  Charley  Rea 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  write  to  him  until  I  receive  a 
letter.  I  don’t  believe  in  writing  too  many  letters  to  a 
fellow  and  getting  no  answers.  Of  course  give  a  great 
deal  of  love  to  mother  and  William  and  Johnny^®  and 
15  The  Malay  servant. 
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please  remember  me  to.  the  girls  ....  The  home  mail 
is  sometime  overdue,  but  we  shan’t  probably  get  it  for  some 
days  as  both  of  the  confounded  Spanish  mail  steamers  have 
broken  down  in  Hong  Kong  ....  I  don’t  know  if  I  have 
anything  more  to  say,  except  I  hope  my  next  letters  will 
be  dated  Albay,  so  I  am  dear  Kat 

Your  loving  brother 
Abbott 

Love  to  Eelations 

Manila  29th.  Jany.  1864 

Thursday  evening. 

My  dear  Mother, 

I  received  your  letter  enclosed  in  one  from  William,  and 
also  one  from  Sarah  Hacker  in  the  same  envelope  all  of 
which  I  was  much  pleased  to  receive,  on  the  25th  inst. 
Yours  was  dated  November  8th,  Philadelphia.  I  am  very 
glad  you  went  to  Phila  and  enjoyed  yourself  so  much  and 
I  wish  that  I  had  been  there  ....  I  am  sorry  thee  did  not 
see  Lillie  Parrish^**  for  I  would  very  much  have  liked  to 
have  heard  from  her.  Sarah  H.  mentions  about  her  hav¬ 
ing  grown  very  handsome,  and  was  the  admiration  of  every 
one.  I  wish  I  could  see  her  ....  I  had  no  difficulty  in 
deciphering  your  letter  whatever.  I  wish  you  could  see 
some  of  the  Avriting  that  I  do  have  to  decipher.  Copy- 
writing  from  bad  press  copies  is  no  easy  work.  I  have 
nearly  all  the  bills  of  Ladings  and  invoices  to  copy  and 
some  of  the  fancy  jobs  to  do.  When  the  Wyoming  went 
away  from  here,  Mr.  Green  (who  is  the  head  of  the  firm 
of  Russell  &  Sturgis)  very  mysteriously  disappeared,  no 
one  kneAv  until  the  next  day  he  was  gone.  That  is  the  way 
he  does,  no  one  knows  what  he  is  going  to  do  from  one 
moment  to  the  next.  But  with  all  his  pecularities  I  like 
him.  With  your  letters  I  received  two  others,  one  from 
Bill  Simonds,  and  the  other  from  Capt.  ^Fullin  in  Hong 
Kong.  Poor  man  he  says  he  is  getting  the  blues,  and 
wishes  I  was  there  to  cheer  him  up.  It  must  be  trying  to 
his  patience  to  have  to  lay  the  ship  up  so  long  and  on  his 
first  voyage  as  master  too.  He  used  to  say  to  me,  “I  sup¬ 
pose  Mr.  Stone  will  be  mad,  but  what  can  I  do.”  Mr.  S, 

16  A  friend  of  Abbot  at  the  Friend’s  School  in  Providence. 
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in  my  opinion  is  too  careful,  he  gives  limits  far  below  the 
current  prices,  and  expects  his  Captains  to  be  on  their  way 
home,  long  before  there  is  a  chance  to  buy  at  his  limits. 
The  Capt.  Xats  are  the  chaps  for  him.  They  know  what 
he  means,  when  he  writes  to  them  a  great  long  rigmarole. 

I  am  glad  I  have  left  his  employ,  or  rather  been  able  to.  If 
I  had  command  of  the  good  old  Shirley  I  should  have 
loaded  her  and  let  him  growl,  but  I  could  do  no  such  thing, 
as  I  was  only  clerk  and  seaman.  “Abbott  get  up  there 
and  furl  the  MIZZEN  ROYAL!”  Xoyou  don’t;  there’s 
a  seaman  for  you.  Xat  used  to  say  I  was  a  fine  weather 
sailor,  and  go  aloft  when  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  in 
the  way  of  furling  or  reefing,  but  I  did  get  up  aloft  once 
or  twice  when  that  thing  was  going  on.  If  I  use  up  all 
my  paper  tonight  I  shall  have  none  to  finish  up  on,  and  I 
don’t  like  to  have  my  letters  too  heavy  for  I  do  not  pay  my 
own  ]>ostage.  I  had  some  mangoes  today  and  they  were 
spendid,  I  never  tasted  such  nice  fruit,  but  it  is  very  early 
for  them  and  they  cost  like  everything,  something  like  17 
cent  each.  About  photographs,  did  you  give  one  of  mine 
to  S.  H.  ?  If  not  please  do.  I  think  I  shall  have  some 
taken  here  and  will  send  you  one,  but  they  cost  like  every¬ 
thing,  $7.  pr.  dozen.  Every  place  I  go  to  they  seem  to  be 
higher.  S.  Frisco  $5.  I  think,  and  in  Hong  Kong  six. 
Well  it  is  midnight  here  now  and  I  must  go  to  bed.  though 
you  are  about  taking  dinner  Sunday  A.!M.  I  am  sitting 
here  writing  in  my  shirtsleeves  and  windows  wide  open. 
If  William  was  here  he  would  get  warm  very  soon.  I 
wish  we  could  change  places  a  little  while  for  I  would 
like  to  get  cooled  off.  February  6th  evening.  The  Sut^ 
prise  arrived  yesterday  from  Hong  Kong  bringing  W. 
Huntington’s  brother  R.  Tucker;  Mr.  Torry  of  our  house 
and  two  young  fellows  who  are  going  into  the  house.  One 
of  them  is  an  Englishman  and  the  other  a  Bostonian,  by 
the  name  of  Jeffery’s.  The  Englishman  was  given  to  my 
charge  and  is  staying  at  the  Hotel.  He  is  about  six  months 
younger  than  I  am  but  has  almost  as  big  a  pair  of  whiskers 
as  m_yself.  Last  Tuesday  was  a  feast  day,  and  I  spent  the 
day  with  George  Sturgis,  having  a  nap  in  the  afternoon 
and  a  good  bath  after  it  in  the  river,  as  his  garden  ends 
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on  the  river  and  has  a  nice  bamboo  bath  house  at  the  end 
of  it.  It  is  the  first  dip  I  have  had  since  I  have  been 
here.  I  had  my  “picture  took”  a  few  days  ago,  but  the 
gentleman  in  our  oflS.ce  who  takes  them,  told  me  it  was  a 
bad  proof  and  that  I  must  go  again.  His  name  is  Wood, 
and  has  been  in  the  oflSce  thirty  years,  also  a  very  gay 
gray  headed  old  chap  and  kind  to  me.  Not  withstanding 
the  arrival  of  more  hands  in  the  oflSce,  I  have  not  heard 
anything  about  going  away  and  have  almost  given  up  the 
last  glimmer  of  hope.  Mr.  Green  has  not  yet  returned 
from  Hong  Kong,  perhaps  when  he  does  I  may  go.  I  don’t 
like  to  give  up  the  prospect  for  I  want  to  go,  and  it  is  some 
time  since  first  proposed  ....  Saturday  evening.  I  saw 
Huntington  this  afternoon,  and  he  told  me  that  he  is  going 
down  to  Albay  for  a  month  to  recruit  his  health,  and  not 
to  stay  permanently  he  says.  Before  I  arrived,  he  had 
had  the  cholera  quite  badly,  and  young  Edwards  said  he 
thought  at  one  time  he  was  gone.  He  has  not  quite  got 
well  from  the  eflFects  of  it  yet,  so  is  going  oflF  to  stay  and 
do  so.  I  am  sorry  he  is  going  away  and  particularly  sorry 
that  he  is  going  to  that  particular  place,  for  I  fear  it  may 
prevent  my  going,  as  they  may  like  him  to  stay  there. 
Geo  Peirce^'^  is  an  agent  for  both  houses,  and  so  H.  may 
go  as  well  as  myself.  A  procession  has  just  passed  my 
window,  two  pyramids  of  lamps  carried  on  men’s  shoulders 
etc.  Processions  are  very  common  here,  this  one  had  a 
band  of  music  following.  There  are  four  or  five  bands 
here  and  first  rate  ones  too.  Ofiice  will  be  open  tomorrow 
on  account  of  being  day  before  mail,  though  I  can’t  see 
the  especial  need  of  it  as  most  of  the  work  is  done.  The 
time  passes  away  here  very  quickly  indeed  and  I  am  glad, 
for  I  do  not  love  Manila  very  much.  Sunday  evening. 
I  saw  H.  oflF  this  morning  at  eight  o’clock  and  then  went 
to  the  oflfice  and  staid  there  until  three  this  afternoon,  not 
having  to  do  one  single  thing  in  oflfiee  line.  After  dinner 
Mr.  Kogers  and  myself  took  a  long  walk  of  about  five  miles 
out  into  the  country.  I  like  to  go  with  him  for  he  knows 
all  of  the  pleasant  walks  around  about  Manila,  he  is  also 

17  George  H.  Pierce  of  Hubbell  &  Co.  in  Manila.  Agent  also 
of  Russell  &  Sturgis. 


■1 

■  a 


.  , 

S'.-- 


*  ^ 


DIAKY  AND  LETTERS  OF  ABBOT  KINSMAN  147 

considerable  of  a  traveller  and  knows  a  good  deal.  He 
does  not  seem  like  any  Englishman  I  have  ever  seen  before. 
He  is  about  thirty-five  but  looks  ten  years  younger.  He 
has  never  been  in  America  but  says  he  should  like  to  see 
more  of  the  American  people.  Huntington  sends  his  “chin 
chin”  to  you  all.  Tomorrow  is  the  commencement  of  the 
Chinese  New  Year.  And  they  are  commencing  it  tonight 
by  making  an  awful  noise.  With  love  to  all  I  remain  your 

loving  son 
A.  Kinsman 

Legaspi  March  12th.  1864 

Saturday  eve. 

My  dear  Nat, 

I  commenced  a  letter  to  you  on  Monday  last,  but  thought 
it  best  to  commence  another  one  as  that  one  was  rather 
growly,  on  account  of  not  receiving  any  letters  from  any  of 
you  for  three  mails.  I  have  not  omitted  a  single  mail 
since  I  have  been  in  this  part  of  the  world.  My  heart  was 
made  glad  last  Tuesday  by  receiving  a  letter  from  mother 
with  a  post  script  from  William,  since  then  I  have  felt 
much  happier.  Before  this  time  you  have  heard  of  my 
settling  down  ....  Ask  Cousin  Nat  Brown  why  in  the  old 
harry  he  don’t  write  to  me,  I  suppose  it  is  for  the  same 
reason  that  you  have  not, — ^because  you  did  not  know  where 
I  am.  I  like  this  place  more  and  more,  as  I  get  on  in 
Spanish,  and  can  talk  a  little;  and  can  understand  more 
than  I  can  speak.  Mr.  Peirce  I  like  more  and  more  also. 
He  is  a  first  rate  fellow.  He  is  a  first,  or  second  cousin, 
of  my  friend  Charley  Eea,  who  still  continues  to  neglect 
me.  Our  friend  the  volcano  has  made  himself  visible 
several  evenings  since  writing  home  last.  Mr.  P.  and 
myself  went  last  Thursday  to  Ligao  (?)  a  town  an  awful 
long  way  from  here  to  attend  market,  or  rather  go  to  men’s 
houses  who  are  dealers  in  Hemp.  We  changed  horses 
once.  I  saw  one  Spanish  girl  who  reminded  me  very  much 
of  Emily  Hanson,  for  whos  sake  I  wished  very  much  to 
kiss  her,  but  refrained,  it  being  the  first  acquaintance.  I 
talked  a  little  to  her,  the  next  time  I  see  her  I  hope  I  shall 
be  able  to  talk  more.  There  is  a  Spanish  family  here  whom 
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we  visit  a  great  deal,  by  the  name  of  Salazar,  I  do  not 
really  enjoy  going  there.  The  girls  here  of  13  years  of 
age  are  as  forward  as  ours  at  home  are  at  eighteen. 

When  I  first  saw  Emelia  Salazar  I  thought  she  was  certain¬ 
ly  eighteen  but  she  is  only  thirteen,  and  not  very  pretty 
or  cordial  to  me.  The  other  daughter  Clara  who  is  about 
my  age,  is  very  nice  indeed,  but  all  her  time  is  taken  with 
the  Alcalde,  who  is  almost  old  enough  to  be  the  father  of  a 
girl  twice  her  age.  An  Alcalde  is  the  governor  of  the 
town.  Monday  eve.  14th.  I  get  on  little  by  little  with 
my  letter  to  you.  Last  evening  Mr.  P.  and  myself  went 
up  to  the  Salazar’s  house  and  had  a  first  rate  time,  better 
than  I  had  ever  had  before  there,  dancing  like  everything 
all  the  time  we  were  there.  I  tried  the  polka  with  Emelia, 
but  as  I  had  never  tried  but  once  before  to  dance  it,  we  did 
not  get  along  very  well  together,  so  gave  it  up  as  a  bad 
job.  Then  Mrs.  S.,  took  me,  and  as  she  is  a  very  large 
lady  I  could  not  help  learning.  Some  time  after  I  tried 
it  with  another  young  lady  who  was  there,  and  got  through 
very  well,  they  said.  A  pretty  occupation,  you  will  say 
for  Sunday  evening,  but  say  what  you  may  I  had  a  first 
rate  time.  We  also  danced  a  dance  that  I  never  saw  at 
home,  called  the  Harbinera,  a  very  crummy  dance.  No 
more  dancing  until  after  Lent,  and  then  Mrs.  Salazar  says 
she  shall  give  a  big  ball.  One  of  our  vessels  coming  to 
an  anchor  a  few  days  ago,  came  ashore,  and  if  there  had 
been  no  vessels  here  at  the  time,  H.  and  I  would  have  had 
a  chance  to  show  our  seamanship  in  getting  her  olf.  Both 
R.  &  S.  and  P  &  H  own  small  vessels  which  come  down 
here  for  the  hemp  and  carry  it  to  Manila.  We  had  quite 
a  big  crowd  here  to  dine  tonight,  and  prevented  Peirce  & 
Huntington  from  going  up  to  Salazars.  We  grub  four 
times  a  day,  at  seven  A.M.,  twelve,  four  &  seven  P.M.  The 
craft  I  came  down  in,  arrived  again  from  Manila  today, 
and  the  skipper  says  I  have  grown  fat. 

You  may  wonder  at  my  not  giving  a  better  description  of 
this  place,  but  you  know  I  am  not  good  at  giving  descrip¬ 
tions,  and  there  is  not  a  great  deal  about  this  place  to  be 
described.  Coaconut  trees  and  Plantins  are  growing  in 
our  garden  or  rather  yard,  a  part  of  which  I  intend  making 
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into  a  flower  garden.  I  wish  you  were  all  here  to  see  the 
place  yourselves,  and  if  you  did  not  think  it  a  beautiful 
place,  then  I  should  be  greatly  mistaken.  There  are  some 
very  pretty  drives  but  awful  roads.  We  wish  the  Alcalde 
would  love  a  little  less  and  see  to  work  being  done  a  little 
more.  Tuesday  evening  15th  ....  I  am  very  glad  Mr. 
D.  did  not  give  me  a  situation  for  I  should  not  like  to  be 
under  any  obligation  to  such  a  man  as  he  is.  Very  few 
people  outside  of  his  own  office  like  him.  I  have  heard 
nothing  from  Mr.  Hammond,  and  I  don’t  care  about  it 
now.  Mother  says  if  I  come  home  and  meet  Mr.  H.  there 
I  may  like  to  accompany  him  hach  to  China,  don’t  talk  to 
me  of  such  a  thing,  I  have  been  back  to  China  enough. 
When  you  see  me  at  home,  you  may  suppose  I  am  going 
to  stay  there.  When  that  happy  time  will  be  I  don’t  know. 
...  I  think  I  have  not  mentioned  meeting  a  Capt.  Ayrs 
and  wife  in  Manila,  who  are  next  door  neighbours  of  Un¬ 
cle  Edwards.  She  is  a  very  nice  lady,  and  we  had  quite 
a  long  talk  together  about  matters  and  things  ....  I  am 
looking  forward  to  the  10th,  or  middle  of  April  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure,  as  I  ought  to  have  letters  from  you 
in  answer  to  mine  saying  I  was  coming  to  Manila  to  put 
up.  You  probably  received  my  letter,  saying  I  was  coming 
to  Manila,  about  the  10th  of  February',  and  giving  you  a 
few  days,  I  ought  to  receive  an  answer  in  April.  I  long 
to  hear  what  you  think  about  my  coming  to  Manila.  Do 
you  remember  Nat.  what  you  and  William  said  to  me  about 
remaining  in  the  Salem  Custom  House,  and  not  going  to 
sea,  I  do  well;  but  I  must  not  expect  you  to  And  me  a 
situation  when  I  returned.  I  also  remember  that  W.  said 
to  me  just  before  leaving,  that  he  should  knock  off  work  in 
1864  and  live  on  me  if  I  found  a  situation  in  China,  tell 
him  not  to  knock  off  yet.  Wednesday  morning.  I  must 
cut  my  letter  short  as  I  go  to  Ginobatan  to  drive  a  gentle¬ 
man,  and  should  be  obliged  to  make  an  all  day  job  of  it. 

Your  affect,  brother, 
Abbott 

P.  !M.  5  o’clock  I  have  got  back  sooner  than  I  expected 
and  have  had  a  flne  time.  H.  sends  his  chin  chin. 


150  DIARY  AXD  LETTERS  OF  ABBOT  KIXSMAX 

Legaspi  March  27th  1864 

Easter  Sunday  P.  M. 

My  dear  Mother, 

Since  writing  to  Nat  we  have  done  but  very  little  to 
write  about.  Last  Sunday  commenced  Holy  Week,  and 
in  the  evening,  we  had  a  grand  procession  here  in  Legaspi, 
the  images  representing  the  trial  and  conviction  of  our 
Saviour.  Thursday  altars  were  put  up  all  around,  at  the 
corners  of  the  streets.  A  sort  of  three  sided  shanty  built 
of  bamboo  and  nepa.  The  appearances  inside  however 
were  quite  pleasing.  Pictures  and  images  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  lamps  etc.  inside.  That  evening  we  walked  to  Al- 
bay,  no  carriages  horses  carts  or  any  other  of  those  kind  of 
things  being  allowed  to  go  out  on  Thursday  &  Friday. 
Friday  evening  we  went  again,  and  went  to  the  Adminis- 
trador’s  house  (Salaza’s)  and  saw  another  procession  in 
which  were  several  imaires  of  the  Virgin  and  a  large  glass 
coffin  in  which  was  an  image  representing  Christ.  All 
were  set  round  with  candles  and  a  large  concourse  of  men 
women  &  children  walking,  single  file  on  each  side  of  the 
road  nearly  every  one  carrying  lighted  candles.  They 
have  a  peculiar  kind  of  music  for  Thursday  and  Friday, 
consisting  of  trunk  handles  knocking  against  a  piece  of 
board  ....  The  music  is  made  by  a  turn  of  the  arm.  I 
would  not  have  you  think  I  am  making  fun,  for  I  am  not, 
I  respect  everyone’s  religion.  I  have  not  been  unwell 
since  the  first  three  days  I  was  here,  and  that  I  think  was 
caused  by  the  seven  o’clock  dinner.  This  is  a  much  more 
healthy  place  than  Manila,  and  I  hope  I  may  remain  well 
the  time  I  am  in  this  part  of  the  world.  We  hear  that 
Messrs  Green  and  Russell  of  our  house  and  Mr.  Palmer  of 
Peele  Hubbell’s  and  another  gentleman  have  charted  a 
small  steamer  to  carry  them  about  the  Philippine  Islands 
and  among  other  places  they  visit  Albay.  I  wish  Mr. 
Green  would  not  come  for  T  am  afraid  of  him,  however 
they  won’t  stay  long  probably.  The  first  of  next  month 
Mr.  Peirce  makes  me  cashier.  I  have  at  last  received  my 
pictures  from  ^Manila  and  will  enclose  one  to  you.  They 
are  not  very  good  though  I  have  grown  ugly  since  I  left 
home.  I  did  not  decide  to  stay  here  to  get  handsome  but 
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to  get  money.  The  more  Spanish  I  learn  the  more  I  enjoy 
myself  as  I  understand  more  of  what  is  said.  I  talk  but 
very  little  as  yet  for  I  am  afraid,  for  fear  of  making  mis¬ 
takes  and  I  told  one  of  the  Miss  Salazars  so  the  other  eve¬ 
ning  and  she  said  “no  tenza  V.  miedo”  be  not  afraid,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Spanish  she  said  I  got  H.  to  translate  to 
me  which  was  “for  if  you  make  mistakes  we  will  correct 
you,  and  then  you  will  learn  much  faster  if  you  talk.” 
Monday  eve.  We  had  a  grand  dance  last  night  at  the 
Salazars  and  I  had  a  very  nice  time.  I  suppose  dear 
mother  you  will  think  I  am  becoming  very  wicked,  danc¬ 
ing  on  Sundays,  and  not  going  to  church.  I  however  read 
my  bible  sometimes,  but  have  not  as  often  since  I  have  been 
down  here  as  I  did  in  Manila,  but  I  am  a  good  boy  in 
some  respects  for  all  that.  I  have  my  own  boy,  and  shall 
get  a  horse  as  soon  as  Huntington  goes  back  to  Manila  and 
sends  me  down  the  fixings  for  one.  I  have  got  to  spend 
an  awful  lot  of  money  on  white  clothes,  but  am  earning 
what  I  shall  pay  for  them  with.  How  good  I  did  feel 
when  I  felt  the  first  seventy-five  dollars  in  my  pocket,  of 
a  month  and  a  half  earnings  about.  I  tell  you  Mother,  it 
seems  good  to  feel  I  am  earning  something,  let  alone  find¬ 
ing  out  about  business.  I  don’t  imagine  I  shall  find  out 
about  general  business  as  well  here  as  I  would  in  Manila. 
But  in  the  house  in  Manila  I  should  not  be  advanced  very 
fast,  I  imagine,  as  there  are  a  goodly  number  of  clerks  to 
step  up  before  me,  having  been  in  the  oifice  longer  than  I 
have.  If  Mr.  P.  goes  home  and  I  take  his  place  it  is  quite 
likely  that  I  shall  get  big  pay.  He  gets  6000.00  but  this 
last  remark  is  not  to  go  outside  of  your  Church  St.  house, 
on  any  consideration  ....  There  are  more  people  from 
Xew  England  out  in  this  part  of  the  world  than  from  any 
other  part  from  the  TJ.  S.  and  great  numbers  hail  from 
Salem.  More  particularly  in  China  though.  H.  and  my¬ 
self  are  the  only  ones  I  know  of  in  the  Philippines,  who 
come  from  Salem  ....  Today  we  had  Mr.  Dayot  and 
daughter,  and  !Miss  Aurora  (the  young  lady  who  is  at  the 
Salazars  every  evening)  to  breakfast,  &  they  stayed  until 
four  P.!M.  when  they  went  on  their  way  home  to  Tabaco 
a  province  town  about  three  hours  drive  from  here.  Au- 
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rora  Pahol  is  the  young  lady’s  name.  Miss  D,  is  very 
pretty  indeed  and  a  beautiful  dancer.  Aurora  is  a  very 
nice  dancer  also.  Both  of  them  are  thirteen  years  old. 
At  home  a  girl  of  thirteen  is  a  small  girl  and  dances  with 
boys  somewhere  near  her  own  age,  but  in  Spanish  countrys 
they  are  different.  They  don’t  know  as  much  as  our  girls 
at  home  do  at  thirteen. 

Legaspi  April  22d,  1864 

Friday  evening 

My  dear  ISTat, 

The  mail  leaves  next  Wednesday,  but  I  am  here  alone 
tonight,  and  feel  like  commencing  a  letter  to  you.  Mr. 
P.  has  gone  to  Albay  as  usual,  I  did  not  wish  to  go.  I 
hope  your  good  long  letter  that  I  have  heard  so  much  about 
is  nearer  me,  than  home.  I  expect  Messrs  R.  and  S.  will 
growl  at  the  length  of  it,  or  rather  the  size  but  I  don’t  care. 
We  called  on  the  Weavers  (Dona  Vivins  family)  late  yes¬ 
terday  afternoon.  One  of  the  daughters,  Mariquita  by 
name  is  a  very  pretty  girl,  the  prettiest  !Mestiza  girl  I  have 
seen.  I  gave  her  a  very  sweet  message  from  H.  he  was 
very  sweet  on  her  while  he  was  there.  I  have  a  favorite, 
a  Spaniard,  but  she  lives  some  distance  from  here.  There 
is  a  band  a  few  houses  from  here,  playing  at  the  present 
time,  the  Habanera,  which  crummy  dance  I  have  spoken 
about,  in  some  of  my  letters.  You  have  a  private  little 
dance,  with  every  girl  in  the  dance,  and  when  they  leave 
their  partners  they  come  to  you  they  have  a  way  of  jump¬ 
ing  into  your  arms.  I  was  very  nearlv  knocked  over  the 
first  time,  but  now  I  understand  it  perfectly,  and  dance  it 
very  well  so  they  tell  me.  It  is  not  a  dance  to  be  described, 
but  seen  and  danced.  I  wish  you  and  W.  were  here.  It 
was  some  time  before  I  began  to  enjoy  myself,  but  now  as 
I  can  talk  a  little  Spanish,  I  enjoy  myself  very  much,  and 
particularly  when  there  is  any  dancing  going  on.  I  did 
not  have  half  so  good  a  time  in  ^Manila  as  I  am  having 
here,  and  I  have  a  good  reason  to  believe  there  is  more  pay 
down  here,  though  don’t  know  for  certain.  I  might  pos¬ 
sibly  have  obtained  a  situation  in  Shanghai,  pay  one  thou¬ 
sand  per  annum  had  I  waited  for  an  answer  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year,  I  should  not  probab- 
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Ij  have  had  one  cent,  everything  is  so  expensive.  There  was 
(a)  fellow  in  Manila  when  H.  went  back  from  here,  with  a 
letter  of  introduction  to  him  from  Henry  Creamer  in 
Shanghae.  The  fellow,  Lawrence,  by  name,  goes  home  in 
the  Fearless  now  loading  in  Manila  for  Boston.  I  worked 
almost  all  my  sea  brown  off  in  Manila,  but  am  now  blacker 
than  ever,  being  out  so  much.  I  am  also  growing  very  fat ; 
my  weight  now  is  about  155  pounds.  Mr.  Peirce  and  I  took 
a  walk  Sunday  afternoon,  from  the  house  and  back  again  is 
about  four  miles.  We  bring  up  on  the  beautiful  little  beach 
of  a  fishing  village  called  Lamba.  It  is  fun  to  stand  and 
see  the  bancas  coming  in  and  the  expectant  gaze  of  the 
wives  and  children.  The  boats  are  nothing  but  a  dugout 
tree,  wdth  a  large  mat  sail  and  outriggers  of  Bamboo,  but 
they  go  through  the  water  very  fast.  We  seemed  to  be  a 
kind  of  curiosity  over  there  for  they  flocked  around  us  as 
if  they  had  never  seen  a  white  man  before.  I  hope  to  go 
part  way  up  the  Volcano  sometime  or  other.  I  should  not 
dare,  though  I  should  like  to  go  up  to  the  top.  An  erup¬ 
tion  is  likely  to  take  place  at  any  time,  and  there  is  no 
knowing  which  side  the  lava  may  come  down.  It  is  said 
that  two  Spaniards  and  two  Indians  went  up  there,  and 
stuck  a  pole  up  with  a  sheet  on  it,  so  that  people  could  see 
that  they  had  been  up  to  the  very  top.  I  would  like  to 
see  that  big  hole,  called  the  crater,  where  all  the  lava  I 
have  seen  comes  from.  If  it  has  a  big  eruption  you  may 
bid  me  goodbye,  for  you  will  probably  never  see  me  again, 
if  it  does.  If  we  have  any  warning  of  it,  and  there  is  a 
vessel  here  we  go  immediately  on  board  and  shove  off,  and 
run  the  risk  of  being  hit  by  some  thundering  great  rock  as 
large  as  the  vessel  itself.  In  the  eruption  of  1814  stones 
were  thrown  ten  and  twelve  miles  away,  I  expect  to  see 
something  pretty  in  the  next  monsoon  the  S.W.  for  then 
the  lava  spouts  up  in  the  air,  whereas  now  it  only  runs 
over  the  side.  Sunday  morning.  We  went  up  to  the 
Salazars  last  evening  &  I  carried  my  Photograph  book. 
They  were  very  much  pleased  with  the  pictures,  and  said 
I  had  a  fine  collection  of  pretty  faces.  They  have  my  pic¬ 
ture  and  they  are  going  to  give  me  theirs  when  they  come 
down  from  ^Manila.  Mr.  P.  has  gone  to  Tabaco  this  mom- 
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iug.  I  did  not  go,  because  we  have  about  forty  thousand 
dollars  in  the  house  and  do  not  like  to  leave  it  alone.  The 
money  chest  is  at  the  foot  of  Mr,  P.’s  bed,  and  when  he  is 
away  over  night,  I  sleep  in  his  room  with  a  loaded  pistol 
under  my  pillow  with  orders  to  shoot  any  one  who  comes 
into  the  room  after  I  am  in  bed.  Before  I  came  down 
here,  there  was  a  small  iron  box  taken  from  the  office  con¬ 
taining  a  little  money  and  some  valuable  papers,  which 
was  afterwards  found  on  the  beach  buried  in  the  sand. 
The  papers  were  all  there,  but  the  money  gone.  The  forty 
thousand,  is  mostly  in  Silver  dollars.  Tuesday  evening, 
26  th,  I  stay  at  home  from  Salazars  esta  noche  this  eve¬ 
ning  on  purp>ose  to  finish  my  letters  as  the  day  of  the  mail 
we  have  a  good  deal  of  work  to  do  ...  .  The  mail  arrived 
this  afternoon  from  Manila.  It  is  no  fault  of  any  of  you  at 
home  that  I  have  received  no  home  mail  but  the  fault  of  R. 
&  S.  Three  weeks  and  no  letter  from  home.  I  wish  H.  had 
sent  me  down  W’s  letter  for  it  seems  you  had  heard  of  my 
prospect  of  coming  to  Manila.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a 
memo  of  the  things  I  would  like  sent  to  me.  Direct  the 
box  to  me  at  Manila  care  of  Thomas  Hunt  &  Co.,  Hong¬ 
kong,  and  Care  of  Russell  &  Sturgis  of  Manila.  Freight 
payable  at  home  or  in  Hong  Kong  -just  as  you  see  fit. 
More  vessels  go  direct  to  H.K.  than  to  Manila.  This 
afternoon  we  had  a  young  earthquake,  which  shook  the 
house  considerable;  it  lasted  about  three  seconds.  Ours 
is  a  nepa  roofed  house  and  I  am  not  afraid  as  I  was  in 
!Manila  of  the  heavy  tiled  roofs  falling  in,  and  mashing 
me.  — With  much  love  to  mother,  W.  yourself  and  Johnie 
believe  me. 

Your  affectionate  brother 
A.  Kinsman. 

Love  to  relations  and  friends  of  course. 

Legaspi  8th  May  1864 

Sunday  afternoon 

!My  dear  Mother, 

Another  home  mail  should  arrive  in  !^^anila  some  time 
this  week.  And  we  should  receive  our  letters  next  week. 
Even  if  one  comes  then,  it  will  have  been  six  weeks  since 
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the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  home.  Today  I  have  been 
reading  over  a  good  many  home  letters,  but  one  new  one 
would  be  worth  all  the  old  ones,  though  they  are  very  in¬ 
teresting,  and  recall  things  that  I  had  forgotten  ....  Tues¬ 
day  evening  10th.  I  am  delighted  to  be  able  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  receipt  of  three  letters  yours  under  dates  of  Feby. 
8  &  21st.  W’s  9th  and  23rd  .  .  .  .  H.  sent  me  down  the 
account  of  the  19  th  Regiment  which  W.  sent  to  him.  I 
am  very  glad  you  approve  of  my  step,  but  don’t  know  how 
you  will  feel  about  my  coming  to  the  Provinces.  Capt. 
Mullin  does  not  like  the  idea  of  it  at  all.  Mr.  Torrey 
came  out  while  I  was  in  Manila.  He  had  been  home  on 
account  of  sickness  and  has  been  admitted  partner  since 
my  coming  down  here  ....  I  should  judge  from  his  ap¬ 
pearance  and  what  I  have  heard  from  him  that  he  was  an 
excellent  man.  I  think  I  have  asked  you  all,  not  to  repeat 
any  little  thing  I  may  mention  about  the  house  or  its  peo¬ 
ple,  for  fear  of  its  getting  out  to  Manila  and  my  losing  my 
situation  by  it.  As  you  say,  the  “temptations  are  neither 
few  nor  small.”  I  am  able  to  judge  for  myself  between 
the  good  and  the  bad  and  choose  the  good,  though  there 
are  but  few  in  Manila  who  do.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  I 
think  myself  perfect  by  any  means.  I  have  not  attended 
a  place  of  worship  since  I  left  S.  F.  and  that  was  some¬ 
time  ago,  but  do  not  forget  my  God  ....  I  am  obliged 
to  you  for  caring  for  my  draft  on  you  in  favor  of  Mrs. 
Mullin.  I  had  not  heard  of  the  great  fire  at  Gloucester, 
it  must  have  been  tremenjous.  They  ought  to  have  had 
me  at  the  party  at  the  Ifichols’  and  in  the  dress  of  a  China¬ 
man,  I  could  have  talked  some  Chinese  to  them  which  I 
suppose  W.  Upham  could  not  ....  Yesterday  afternoon  I 
went  to  ride  on  !Mr.  P’s  pony,  and  meeting  a  mare  he  threw 
me  over  his  head  on  the  road.  I  held  the  rein  in  my  hand 
all  the  time,  and  waited  a  little  for  him  to  get  over  his 
excitement  and  mounted  him  again,  and  I  thought  all  was 
right  as  he  trotted  along  nicely,  but  in  about  five  minutes 
he  ran  away  with  me  and  threw  me  over  his  head  again. 
I  had  the  rein  in  my  hand  but  it  broke  and  he  ran  off  a 
little  way  and  turned  round  and  looked  at  me.  I  went 
up  to  him  and  he  looked  very  pleasant  but  I  didn’t  believe 
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in  getting  on  him  again  for  fear  the’ third  time  I  might 
get  hurt,  so  sent  him  home.  I  was  a  pretty  looking  object 
after  the  second  fall,  for  my  white  clothes,  my  face  and 
hands  were  all  covered  with  dust ....  Since  I  can  remem¬ 
ber  anything,  I  never  remember  falling  on  my  head,  per¬ 
haps  that  is  what  has  always  made  me  so  stupid.  Tomor¬ 
row  night  we  are  invited  to  an  Indian’s  house  with  the 
crouid  who  are  generally  at  the  Salazar’s  when  they  have 
a  dance.  It  is  in  Deraga  (e  pronounced  A),  a  town  about 
three  miles  from  here.  We  don’t  know  whether  there 
will  be  dancing  but  think  so.  If  so  I  shall  most  likely 
have  a  good  time  if  I  am  able  to  dance.  Wednesday  11th. 
I  suppose  the  box  will  not  have  been  sent  by  the  time  this 
letter  reaches  you  and  I  would  like  to  have  added  to  its 
contents  some  of  Sun’s  ( ?)  Anti  Cholera  medicine,  not 
that  I  need  it  at  present,  but  it  is  well  to  have  such  things 
on  hand  in  this  Country.  In  Manila  H.  writes  me  that  a 
great  many  are  dying  from  that  trouble  ....  Don’t  have 
the  flying  gib  wristbands  put  on  my  shirts,  but  straight 
ones,  not  turnover  ones.  Don’t  send  any  colored  ones 
for  they  don’t  wear  them  here.  I  have  much  writing  to 
do  for  the  mail.  Beside  my  private  letters,  business  ones 
also.  With  kindest  love  to  IJncle  Stephen,  Aunt  Annie 
and  the  rest  of  the  aunts  and  uncles,  accepting  a  large  por¬ 
tion  for  the  Church  St.  assembly  I  remain  as  ever  your 
loving  son, 

A.  Kinsman 

Legaspi  June  13th  1864 

Monday  A.  M. 

My  dear  Kat, 

I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  26th  Jany.  and 
6th  IMarch  in  my  last  letter  home.  Yesterday  I  received 
four  letters,  one  enclosing  letters  from  Mother,  Will,  Aunts 
Lydia  and  Maria  &  IJncle  William.  Under  other  covers 
a  letter  from  C.  Rea  and  one  from  George  Fabens  in  San 
Francisco.  The  latter  tells  all  about  my  friends  there 
and  among  them  are  cousins  Geo.  Chase  and  family.  They 
moved  some  time  ago  he  says  to  their  Ranch,  Mountain 
View  which  I  think  is  some  distance  to  the  southard  of 
S.  F. 
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I  read  with  great  pleasure  your  journal  of  your  Adiron- 
dacks  trip  and  should  judge  from  it  you  had  a  busting  good 
time,  and  wish  I  could  have  gone  with  you  but  I  am  having 
a  good  time  where  I  now  am.  It  has  been  very  hot  here 
for  the  past  two  weeks  and  every  one  says  when  I  meet 
them,  “que  calor,”  what  heat.  Sunday  before  last  I  went 
to  Legon.  Started  from  the  house  about  five  in  Peirce’s 
carriage  and  w^ent  as  far  as  Camalig,  with  it.  There  I 
found  as  I  expected  to,  our  friend  and  customer  Sor  Anto 
Menchaca.  Sent  the  carriage  back  and  went  on  with  him 
to  Legon  about  eight,  and  staid  at  his  house  until  Tuesday. 
He  had  a  brother  who  is  married  and  lives  with  him,  and 
jolly  good  people  they  are  too,  and  I  had  a  very  jolly  time. 
Monday  afternoon  we  drove  on  to  Ors  (pronounced  Was) 
a  town  farther  on,  and  visited  the  Padre  there,  at  his  Con¬ 
vent,  and  found  him  a  jolly  old  fellow.  He  asked  if  I 
would  like  to  look  around  and  upon  my  saying  se,  yes  we 
looked  around.  Everything  looking  very  mysterious.  After 
passing  through  several  appartments  we  came  to  a  door  or 
rather  he  led  the  way  to  a  door,  and  taking  a  large  bunch 
of  keys  from  the  cord  belt  which  they  all  wear  he  unlocked 
the  doors  and  I  found  myself  among  the  greatest  lot  of 
bottels  that  I  ever  saw.  After  we  got  in  he  shut  the  door 
and  we  had  a  glass  of  wine  together.  Another  Padre  was 
staying  there  that  day  and  he  staid  with  Menchaca  in  the 
Sala  or  parlor.  After  looking  about  the  Convent  a  little 
more,  we  went  back  to  Menchaca  and  his  companion  and 
soon  we  drove  back  to  Legon.  In  the  evening  I  played, 
checkers  with  the  Padre  of  Legon,  at  M’s  house  he  is  an¬ 
other  good  old  chap.  Yesterday  Sunday  I  went  to  Legon 
again  to  the  christening  of  a  Spanish  baby,  and  did  not 
have  a  good  time  at  the  house  where  it  was,  but  had  a 
pleasant  call  on  the  Menchaca’s.  I  got  a  fresh  pair  of 
horses  at  Guinobatan  going  up  as  mine  were  tired  and  I 
soon  wished  I  had  taken  the  same  ones  through  to  L  instead 
of  getting  a  fresh  pair,  as  they  were  the  laziest  beasts  I 
ever  sat  behind,  but  they  got  us  safely  up  and  back,  which 
is  more  than  every  pair  of  horses  in  the  country  would 
have  done.  The  Pilar  is  here  now  loading  for  Iloilo  a 
larger  province  town  than  this  on  another  island.  There 
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is  an  American  or  English  vessel  there  loading  Sugar  and 
we  sent  three  vessels  there  with  screwed  Bales  only  to  com¬ 
plete  our  cargo.  I  mention  the  Pilar  being  here  for  she 
is  favorite  vessel  owned  by  R.  &  S.  and  very  seldom  comes 
here.  She  is  under  the  Spanish  as  are  all  the  small  vessels 
owned  by  the  House  in  Manila.  The  captains  are  either 
Spanish  or  Indian  and  the  Capt.  of  the  Pilar  is  a  Spaniard, 
and  a  splendid  fellow.  I  got  acquainted  with  him  in 
Manila.  All  the  province  crafts  have  only  a  capt.  but 
the  P.  has  capt.  mate  and  2d  mate.  The  P.  goes  to  China 
most  all  the  time.  She  is  a  hei*maphrodite  Brig  only,  but 
I  tell  you  those  on  board  know  how  to  take  comfort,  as 
much  as  any  one  in  a  tub  with  three  sticks.  Three  Sun¬ 
days  ago  I  went  to  Tabaco  which  place  you  have  heard 
spoken  of  before  in  my  letters,  I  never  had  been  there  be¬ 
fore  however.  Started  from  here  about  five  A.^f.  and  got 
to  Dayot’s  house  about  seven,  and  was  welcomed  first  by 
his  daughter  Nina,  and  if  I  had  not  had  a  companion  with 
me  in  the  shape  of  a  leach  Spaniard  who  puts  himself  into 
company  where  he  is  not  wanted  I  would  have  kissed  her. 
Passed  the  day  very  pleasantly  talking  with  her  and  hear¬ 
ing  her  playing  the  Piano.  Late  in  the  afternoon  I  went 
to  walk  with  her  father,  then  came  home,  or  rather  went 
back  to  his  house,  had  a  bath  and  dressed  for  dinner  at 
seven.  When  I  came  over  to  my  room  found  a  young 
fellow  there  talking  with  Dayot,  so  went  into  the  Sala 
where  I  found  Nina  playing  the  Piano,  so  sat  down  by  her 
and  looked  at  her.  When  the  young  chap  went  away  she 
got  up  and  asked  me  to  go  to  the  window  with  her.  Her 
mother  was  at  one  window  so  we  went  to  another  at  the 
other  end  of  the  Sala.  While  there  she  mentioned  for 
me  to  stoop  that  she  might  put  a  necklace  of  flowers  over 
my  head,  which  I  did  &  kissed  her  while  she  was  a  doing 
of  it,  not  very  loud  for  fear  that  her  mother  would  hear. 
After  dinner  I  played  Checkers  with  her,  and  before  going 
to  bed  bid  them  goodbye,  for  I  knew  I  should  leave  before 
they  were  up.  My  companion  Txythano  and  myself  had  a 
good  four  hours  sleep  from  twelve  to  four,  then  got  up 
had  a  cup  of  coffee  and  left.  I  exchanged  a  mutual  bow 
with  Nina  from  her  chamber  window,  as  we  drove  out  of 
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the  yard.  I  don’t  know  whether  I  shall  go  to  Tabaco  this 
afternoon  or  not,  if  I  go,  it  will  be  with  the  Capt.  of  the 
Pilar.  Tuesday  morning  14th.  I  am  going  to  Iloilo  in 
the  Pilar  to  return  in  her  when  she  comes  back  here  which 
will  be  in  two  weeks.  Peirce  had  thought  of  going  but 
thinks  it  best  not  to,  and  wants  me  to  go  in  his  place.  I 
expect  to  have  a  first  rate  time  and  learn  a  lot  of  Spanish. 
That  is  the  chief  reason  Peirce  wants  me  to  go.  I  have 
put  off  from  day  to  day  writing  the  letters  I  have  prom¬ 
ised,  and  now  can’t  do  it,  for  I  am  off  very  pronto.  I 
leave  off  writing  sadly  conscious  that  this  is  a  very  poor 
sort  of  a  letter,  having  had  three  weeks  to  write  it  as  this 
week’s  mail  from  here  will  probably  catch  the  Manila 
mail  for  H.  K.  Give  my  love  to  all  the  Church  Street 
family,  mother.  Will  and  the  rest.  Also  my  Uncles,  Aunts 
and  cousins.  Ask  W.  to  make  some  kind  of  an  excuse  to 
Cad  and  Lizzie  Perkins  for  me  for  not  writing,  and  you 
please  tell  Charley  Rea  that  I  received  his  letter  and  photo¬ 
graph  and  am  much  obliged  for  them  and  will  answer  as 
soon  as  I  can.  Remember  me  to  the  room  chaps ;  those  of 
them  whom  I  know  Gus  Frye  and  Co.  Now  Nat  I  will 
close  having  made  out  to  fill  the  sheet,  but  do  not  know 
whether  what  I  have  written  will  interest  you  or  not.  But 
hope  so.  Had  a  dance  at  Salazars  last  night. 

Your  loving  brother 
A.  Kinsman 

Letter  Relating  To  Abbot’s  Death 
Per  Mail  from  Manila  August  6th  Lagaspi,  July  23,1864 
Wm.  L.  Kinsman  Esqr.^® 

Salem,  USA 

Dear  Sir: 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  address  you  about  your  bro¬ 
ther  Abbott’s  death ;  presuming  that  you  will  have  heard 
of  it  from  Manila  by  the  mail  previous  to  that  bearing  this, 
as  from  Ylo  Ylo  the  intelligence  should  have  reached  Man¬ 
ila  about  the  time  that  I  received  it,  a  week  ago.  He  left 
here  on  the  15th  ulto.  in  the  Pilar,  a  Spanish  brig  that 
I  dispatched  for  Ylo  Ylo  and  that  would  return  here:  the 

18  Abbot’s  oldest  brother,  William  Low  Kinsman. 
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Captain  and  chief  officer  had  both  pleased  Abbott  and 
myself,  and  the  former  was  a  friend  of  mine.  It  was  pro¬ 
posed  that  Abbott  should  make  the  trip  which  would  af¬ 
ford  him  a  pleasant  variety  and  an  opportunity  to  see  an 
interesting  district  and  excellent  &  varied  practice  in  Span¬ 
ish.  Since  he  had  been  here  (Feby.  19)  his  time  had 
been  mostly  devoted  to  studying  Spanish,  though  he  had 
begun  to  assist  me  in  business  (to  the  extent  that  I  missed 
him  considerably  as  the  weeks  of  his  absence  lengthened) 
and  I  was  especially  solicitous  that  he  should  become  famil¬ 
iar  with  it;  and  this  was  the  chief  inducement  to  me  in 
consenting  to  his  absence.  The  brig  arrived  at  Ylo  Ylo 
on  the  28th.  Abbott  was  well  and  contented  on  board  and 
at  Ylo  Ylo.  He  stayed  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Edward  Jack- 
son  (an  Englishman  who  represents  there  Messrs  Russell 
&  Sturgis,  and  from  Mr.  J.  as  well  as  from  Capt’n  Macha¬ 
do  (of  the  Pilar),  I  have  particulars  of  his  illness  .... 
Cholera  was  prevalent  at  Ylo  Ylo  but  less  so  than  in  the 
neighboring  towns :  we,  of  course,  did  not  know  this  when 
the  Pilar  sailed.  Abbott  was  taken  very  ill  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  4th  iust.  (and  died  about  three  o’clock  the  same 
day.)  ....  Capt’n  Machado  tells  me  that  the  two  resident 
doctors  attended  him,  and  that  one  especially  is  a  very 
able  physician  ....  I  am  confident  that  he  had  all  the 
assistance  possible  at  Ylo  Ylo  both  from  Mr.  Jackson  & 
his  household  &  from  the  physicians.  He  was  buried  the 
same  night  in  the  ground  next  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Cemetery,  which  Capt’n  M.  tells  me  is  decently  enclosed 
and  set  apart  for  protestant  burials,  several  interments 
having  been  made  there  before.  The  funeral  service  was 
read  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Loring  (of  Boston)  American  Vice 
Consul  at  Ylo  Ylo  and  in  the  employ  of  Messrs  R.  &  S 
there. 

These  are  sad  tidings,  dear  Mr.  Kinsman  ....  Abbott 
loved  you  all  very  much  &  retained  his  fondness  for  home 
&  home  friends:  his  chief  delight  was  to  receive  and  an¬ 
swer  your  letters.  He  was  gentle  and  pure  in  mind  and 
heart,  &  enlisted  the  friendship  of  those  about  him  ....  I 
should  have  had  great  pleasure  in  seeing  &  shaping  his 
progress,  and  his  last  month  here  had  promised  well.  We 
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were  the  only  Americans  here,  but  the  Spaniards  resident 
through  these  towns  always  welcomed  him  kindly,  &  ex¬ 
pressed  much  regret  at  his  early  &  painful  death.  In  his 
album  are  the  pictures  of  a  few  of  these ;  among  them  those 
of  two  Madrid  ladies  resident  near  us  at  whose  house  we 
were  frequent  visitors  together.  Abbott  was  so  true  & 
innocent  of  heart,  so  firm  in  his  adherence  to  right,  &  cher¬ 
ished  so  highly  the  good  lessons  he  had  bro’t  from  home, 
that  we  are  justified  in  thinking  that,  had  his  life  been 
spared,  it  would  have  been  a  worthy  one,  and  that,  as  it 
has  pleased  God  to  take  him  from  earth,  &  to  bereave  his 
family,  he  was  fit  for  the  great  change  &  is  happy  now. 
....  Abbott  and  myself  had  lived  pleasantly  together  & 
had  many  interests  in  common,  and  I  would  bear  an  af¬ 
fectionate  testimony  to  his  worth. 

Faithfully  &  truly  yours. 
Geo.  H.  Peirce 

Wm.  D.  Huntington  wrote:  Apart  from  the  grief  the 
death  of  a  friend  so  respected  and  dear  would  cause  me, 
the  thought  that  I  am  the  one  by  whose  advice  he  came  here 
to  commence  a  career  which  although  to  all  appearances 
promised  so  well,  has  ended  so  sadly,  is  still  more  racking, 
but  nothing  could  have  been  more  unforseen  and  I  trust 
mrj  action  under  the  circumstances  may  still  be  approved 
by  you  all.  Abbot  during  his  short  residence  here  by  his 
pleasant  and  gentlemanly  manners  and  cheerful  disposi¬ 
tion  made  many  friends  for  him.  In  Albay,  where  we 
were  together  some  two  months  the  same  thing  I  noticed, 
that  although  not  being  able  at  first  to  converse  much,  still 
by  his  open  and  pleasant  face  he  drew  many  toward  him 
who  became  afterwards  his  warm  friends. 

The  following  poem  was  written  by  John  Greenleaf 
Whittier  in  memory  of  Abbot  Kinsman : 

KINSMAN 

Where  ceaseless  Spring  her  garland  twines. 

As  sweetly  shall  the  loved  one  rest. 

As  if  beneath  the  whispering  pines 
And  maple  shadows  of  the  West. 
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Ye  mourn,  O  hearts  of  home!  for  him, 
But,  haply,  mourn  ye  not  alone; 

For  him  shall  far-off  eyes  be  dim, 

And  pity  speak  in  tongues  unknown. 

There  needs  no  graven  line  to  give 
The  story  of  his  blameless  youth ; 

All  hearts  shall  throb  intuitive. 

And  nature  guess  the  simple  truth. 

The  very  meaning  of  his  name 
Shall  many  a  tender  tribute  win; 

The  stranger  own  his  sacred  claim, 

And  all  the  world  shall  be  his  kin. 

And  there,  as  here,  on  main  and  isle. 

The  dews  of  holy  peace  shall  fall. 

The  same  sweet  heavens  above  him  smile, 
And  God’s  dear  love  be  over  all! 


BYFIELD  PARISH  RECORDS 
OCTOBER  29,  1706— MARCH  2,  1762 


Foreword 

The  Byfield  Parish  Church,  gathered  1702,  located  in 
the  South  By  field  section  of  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  cele¬ 
brated  its  250th  Anniversary  in  May  1952.  As  part  of 
that  celebration  a  committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  an 
exhibit  of  documents  pertaining  to  the  history  of  the 
church.  In  an  old  safe,  beneath  some  newspapers  which 
had  been  used  as  a  protective  mat,  they  found  an  early 
record  book  of  the  Byfield  Parish  Church.  (Byfield  Par¬ 
ish  is  comprised  of  parts  of  the  towns  of  Newbury,  Row- 
ley  and  Georgetown.) 

This  is  a  record  of  the  Parish  meetings.  It  is  the  only 
available  record  concerning  the  early  beginnings  of  the 
church.  The  church  record  of  this  era  was  probably  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire. 

We  have  tried,  in  transmitting  this  record  from  the  book 
to  these  pages,  to  keep  the  same  spelling,  grammatical  con¬ 
struction  of  sentences  and  omissions  of  punctuation  that 
appear  in  the  original.  There  are  a  few  words  which  we 
still  are  not  certain  of  in  the  original ;  these  we  have  re¬ 
corded  as  we  thought  they  should  be. 

There  are  times  when  this  record  may  seem  dull  and 
repetitious,  but  that  is  because  so  few  of  us  have  to  be  so 
personally  concerned  with  the  administration,  finance  and 
theology  of  our  local  churches.  The  men  and  women  in 
these  pages  built  a  church  and  maintained  it  through  diffi¬ 
cult  times  because  of  a  deep  conviction  and  a  great  deal  of 
common  sense. 

Mrs.  William  Chester  Dunn  and  Reverend  Robert  Gor¬ 
don  Morris,  of  Rowley,  and  Mr.  Edward  Leigh  Brown,  of 
Newbury,  worked  together  on  this  project  of  preparing  the 
old  Parish  Records  for  publication.  We  are  grateful  to 
the  Essex  Institute  for  its  interest  in  our  church  in  pub¬ 
lishing  these  early  records. 
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29th  October  1706  at  a  leagal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  falls  &  the  neighbourhood  united  together  thear  for 
the  seting  up  &  maintaining  the  ministry  of  the  gospel 
thear,  it  was  then  confirmed  by  a  leagal  unanimos  voat  up¬ 
on  the  afirmatif  that  we  doe  &  shal  freelye  unite  as  one  peo¬ 
ple  for  the  seting  up  &  constant  maintaining  the  ministrye 
of  the  gospil  among  us  in  this  place  being  orderly  dismist 
from  both  townes  &  churches  to  which  we  did  belong  name¬ 
ly  newberey  and  rowley  —  also  at  the  same  meeting  ye  day 
and  yeare  above  writen  the  29th  of  October  1706  it  was 
then  confirmed,  by  a  legall  unaminos  voat,  leiutenant  wil¬ 
liam  moodye  being  chosen  moderator  for  this  meeting 
abovesed,  it  was  then  voated  and  confirmed  that  we  stand 
to  that  agrement  we  said  companty  made  with  our  minister 
mr  moses  hale^  on  the  fifth  day  of  november  in  the  year 
1705  namely,  incorig  him  by  giving  him  fiftye  pownds  or 
in  money  at  ore  before  the  end  of  the  five  years  after  the 
above  said  date  of  agrement,  also  if  the  abovsed  mr  hale 
do  live  and  carie  on  the  work  of  the  ministry  among  us  at 
the  end  of  fiftene  years  after  the  date  abovsed  to  paye  him 
fiftye  powuids  more  as  a  gratuitye 

also  at  the  same  meting  above  writen  it  was  then  agred 
on  &  confirmed  by  a  unanimos  voat  thos  famalyes  latly 
aded  to  our  society,  namly  john  thorlo  edmond  goodridg 
&  john  noyse,  ore  any  others  that  shal  be  aded  ither  from 
newbery  ore  rowley  shal  have  as  good  a  right  as  any  of  the 
bulders  ore  proprietors  proportianable  to  what  they  shal 
anualye  paye  toward  the  maintainans  of  the  ministry  hear 
in  this  plase 

15  of  march  1707/8  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitanc  of 
ye  falls  belonging  to  the  meting  hous  thear  being  legaly 
met  together,  john  cheney  was  chos  ye  modrator.  at  ye 
same  meting  John  Smith^  was  chosen  cleark  for  ye  year 
insuing,  it  was  then  agred  on  by  a  voat  the  asesors 
colectors  shall  sarve  in  theyr  places  gratis  without  wages 
for  theyr  servis.  Jonathan  wheler  was  at  ye  same  meting 
chose  to  sarve  as  an  asesor  for  ye  year  insuing.  John 

1  Tleverend  Mr.  Hale,  the  first  minister,  served  until  his 
death,  uanuary  12,  1743. 

2  The  first  clerk  served  in  this  capacity  for  over  ten  years. 
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•wicom  was  chos  je  2<i  asesor,  Nathan  wheler  je  3d,  mr 
James  chut  ye  4,  mr  richard  dumer  chos  the  5th.  also 
for  colectors  was  chos  david  woodman  &  richard  bointon 
to  gather  mr  hals  salerey  for  ye  year  insuing 
(march  21  1708-9,  mr  hale  our  minister  at  ye  falls  gave 
in  to  ye  company  by  ebenezer  a  full  resete  of  his  salerey 
it  was  sixty  pound  for  ye  year  1707) 

at  a  legell  meting  of  the  inhabitauc  at  the  falls  decon 
broclbank  beink  modrater  chos  for  this  meting  on  ye  22d 
of  march  1707/8,  it  was  then  tried  by  a  voat  whither  the 
company  wer  wiling  to  plant  an  orchard  of  one  hundred 
aple  trees  for  ye  use  of  ye  ministry  upon  the  parsonag  land 
&  it  w'as  a  clear  voat  on  the  afermative  that  it  shall  be  don 
this  spring  upon  the  company  cost  also  to  fen  said  ort- 
cherd  wuth  a  sufisient  fenc  for  the  security  of  the  trees 
with  a  five  rail  fenc,  also  the  asesors  for  ye  year  insuing 
weare  by  a  voat  improwred  to  agree  with  som  men  to  fenc 
ye  ortcherd  &  to  leve  a  rate  for  the  paieng  ye  men  agred 
with  for  thayre  labor 

at  the  meting  on  march  15  1707/8  the  asesors  then  chos 
for  ye  year  insuing  were  impowered  by  the  companie  by 
a  voat  to  call  the  inhabits  togethe  to  warn  metings  upon  all 
nesesery  ocashons 

at  a  meting  of  ye  inhabitants  belonging  to  the  meting 
house  at  the  falls  being  legaly  warnd  leiut  wiliam  moody 
being  chosen  modrator  for  said  meting  it  w'as  then  voated 
&  pased  on  the  afirmatif  that  the  colectors  shal  forth  with 
warne  all  yt  are  behind  in  paieng  theyr  dues  to  mr  hales 
salerey  ye  last  yeare  ye  yeare  1707,  this  meting  being  on 
15th  of  june  1708,  to  cleare  thayr  acount  with  mr  hale  & 
if  any  person  shal  refuse  or  neglect  that  is  behind  in  thayr 
dutye  till  the  29th  of  this  instant  .iune,  thayr  names  shal 
be  reternd  to  the  respective  counstabls  to  which  thay  do 
belong 

at  the  same  meting  as  above  on  the  15th  of  june  1708 
it  was  agreed  by  a  voat  that  mr  hale  shal  be  paled  one 
quarter  part  of  his  salerey  in  money 

at  this  meting  on  ye  other  page  on  the  15th  of  june  1708 
it  was  then  concluded  on  it  being  formerly  agreed  on  by  the 
inhabitancs  belonging  to  the  meting  hous  at  the  falls  that 
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every  man  for  himself  shal  and  doe  grant  liberty  for  away 
throw  his  land  for  passing  to  and  from  meting  whear  it  is 
most  conveniant  and  least  damig  to  the  owner,  also  if  need 
be  to  suply  with  gates  whear  is  need,  and  for  the  true  per- 
formanc  herof  we  bind  our  selvs  and  our  heirs  by  seting  to 
our  hands 

Samuel  Brocklebank  Wiliam  Moodye 
Beniamun  Plumer  John  Dumer 

John  Broune  Nathaniel  Dummer 

Ebenezer  Stuert  Richard  Dummer 

Andrew  Sticknv  Gotten  Frazer 

John  Haselton  Elizabeth  Woodman 

Peter  Cheney  Abraham  Adams  Junier 

Josiah  Wood  Joseph  Garish 

John  Smith  John  Thurlo 

James  Chut  Beniamin  Person 

Richard  Boynton  Nathan  Wheller 

Robert  Mingo^  John  Cheney 

Thomas  Coalman 
Stephen  Longfelow 
Jonathan  Wheler 

at  a  meting  of  ye  inhabitants  of  ye  falls  18th  October 
1708,  Jonathan  wheler  being  chos  modrator  for  sed  meting, 
it  was  then  agred  on  by  a  unanimos  voat  on  ye  afermative 
yt  upon  ye  companys  cost  we  empowre  our  asesors  chose 
for  this  year  to  agree  with  a  man  or  men  in  conveniant 
time  to  dig  &  finish  a  well  for  mr  hale  by  ye  old  won  & 
bring  in  an  honist  acount  of  ye  cost  yt  it  may  be  levied  in 
a  rate  yt  said  man  ore  men  may  be  honistly  paid 

at  a  meting  of  ye  inhabitants  belonging  to  ye  meting 
hous  at  ye  falls  being  legaly  warned  on  ye  26th  of  October 
1708  lieut  wiliam  moodye  being  chosen  modrator  for  said 
meting  it  was  then  agreed  on  by  unanimos  voat  that  we  dig 
ston  &  finish  a  well  sufisiantly  for  ye  use  of  ye  ministry 
upon  ye  companys  cost  &  also  by  ye  same  voat  we  agreed 
with  andrew  sticknye  to  dig  &  finish  said  well  to  answer  ye 
end  to  supply  mr  hales  famaly  with  water  when  ye  other 
well  fails  &  said  stickny  is  to  be  paid  by  ye  company  ye 
3  A  Negro. 
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sume  of  four  pounds  for  his  labor  as  money  &  to  be  levid 
&  gathred  in  mr  hales  rate 

at  ye  same  meting  26  of  October  1708  for  ye  incorigment 
of  mr  hales  contribution  it  was  then  agred  on  by  a  voat 
that  ye  three  seats  before  the  pulpit  shal  be  cutt  off  at  ye 
east  end  so  as  for  persons  to  have  an  alye  to  pass  to  com 
to  ye  contrabution,  also  that  beniamon  plumer  have  liberty 
to  cut  said  seats  for  said  alye  provided  he  do  it  &  finish  it 
oompleatly  upon  his  own  cost  &  said  alye  not  to  exed  two 
foots  in  bredth 

at  a  legal  meting  of  ye  company  belonging  to  ye  falls 
the  21  of  march  1708/9  Jonathan  wheller  being  chos  to 
sarve  as  a  modrator  for  this  meting:  at  said  meting,  John 
Smith  was  by  a  voat  chosen  as  a  dark  for  ye  insuing  yeare. 
at  ye  meting  abovesed,  were  chosen  for  asesors  for  this 
year  1709  John  Brown  ye  first,  decon  wiliam  moodye  chos 
ye  2d,  philip  goodridg  chos  ye  3d,  decon  broclbank  chos  ye 
4th,  Joshua  bointon  chos  ye  5th  asesor,  also  andrew  stick- 
ny  &  thomas  coalman  wear  chosen  to  sarve  as  colectors  for 
this  year  to  gather  mr  hales  sallerey 

at  ye  abovsed  meting  Jerimiah  Poore,  John  Brockle- 
bank,  Ichabod  Cheney,  Stephen  Plumer,  Samuel  Plumer, 
Josiah  Smith.  Samuel  Goodridg,  James  Chutt  petitned  for 
liberty  to  buld  up  the  back  seat  in  the  front  galery  on  ye 
south  sid  of  ye  meting  hour  on  thayr  own  charg  &  for  thayr 
own  personal  benifit,  but  not  to  convay  said  seat  or  thayr 
intrest  to  any  others,  &  it  was  voated  &  pased  for  them  & 
it  was  granted  to  them  provided  they  dont  damnify  the 
light  of  ye  windows 

also  the  abovsed  asesors  were  impowrd  to  repaire  the 
meting  hous  &  bring  in  an  honist  acount  of  the  cost  &  also 
ther  was  a  voat  past  &  granted  that  our  colectors  shal  be 
slowed  4d  upon  the  pound  for  thayr  pains  for  gathring  mr 
hales  rate  for  ye  2  last  years  &  so  to  continue  ye  companys 
plesur 

at  a  meting  of  ye  inhabitants  of  ye  falls,  decon  moody 
was  chosen  modrator  for  ye  meting  on  ye  30th  of  november 
1709,  it  was  then  agreed  on  by  a  legall  voat  that  mr  hales 
salerey  shal  be  levied  &  raised  by  the  last  invoyc  taken  in 
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general,  peter  cheney  desired  to  enter  his  desent  against 
this  voat  above  writ 

at  a  legall  meting  of  ye  inhabitants  belong  to  the  meting 
hous  at  newbery  falls  the  22d  of  march  1710  dekon  brocl- 
bank  being  chosen  modrator  for  said  meting :  at  which  met¬ 
ing  John  Smith  was  chosen  cleark  for  the  year  insewing: 
capt  richard  walker  was  chos  the  first  asesor  for  the  insu- 
ing  year.  Joseph  goodridg  was  chos  the  second,  John 
cheney  was  chos  the  third,  maxamilian  Jewet  was  chos  the 
fourth,  Jonathan  heriman  was  chos  the  fifth 

at  this  abovsed  meting  ther  were  chosen  as  a  comity  mr 
John  dumer,  John  brown  &  John  noyse  to  inquire  into  ye 
paieng  of  mr  hales  salery  for  ye  year  1708  of  the  asesors 
&  colectors,  for  mr  hale  demands  fourty  shilings  yt  he 
wants  of  his  salery  of  yt  yeare  1708  &  also  to  se  after  what 
have  ben  over  paid  in  ye  yeare  1707,  &  as  soone  as  they 
can  bring  report  of  what  they  find  to  ye  company,  it  was 
also  agreed  on  by  a  clear  voat  that  ye  company  are  wiling 
to  buy  for  ye  use  of  the  ministry  a  part  of  that  tract  of 
land  formerly  belonging  to  samuel  wood  of  rouly  desesed 
ore  to  his  son  thomas 

at  the  meting  mentioned  on  the  other  side  of  this  leaf 
22nd  of  march  1710  it  was  then  voated  whether  the  com¬ 
pany  were  freely  wiling  to  buy  a  sertin  tract  of  land  of 
about  twenty  acors  for  the  use  of  the  ministr\'  &  it  past  by 
a  clear  voat  on  the  afirmatif  yt  said  land  was  formerly  be- 
longin  to  samuel  wood  late  of  rouley  desesed  &  sine  be¬ 
longing  to  his  son  thomas  wood 

at  a  legale  meting  of  the  inhabitants  belonging  to  new¬ 
bery  fals  on  the  12  th  of  maye  1710  dekon  wiliam  moodye 
being  chosen  modrator  for  sed  metin,  it  was  then  voated 
for  to  raise  sixty  three  pounds  to  paye  for  the  land  we  are 
buieng  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  heare  &  to  raise  said 
money  by  the  same  rule  we  raise  our  ministers  salery  by, 
to  pay  fourty  pounds  of  said  money  at  ore  before  the  first 
of  november  next,  and  twenty  three  pounds  in  the  spring 
folowing  at  ore  before  the  midle  of  april  next  insuing,  also 
to  paye  intrest  for  the  twenty  three  pounds  alredy  paid  & 
said  voat  was  past  in  the  afermatif 

at  the  meting  in  the  other  page,  12  of  may  1710  dec 
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wiliam  moody  petetiond  for  a  place  on  the  left  hand  going 
into  ye  meting  house  at  the  front  dore  for  to  build  a  pew 
for  the  conveniancy  of  his  famalyes  siting  at  meting  &  it 
was  granted  him  by  a  unanimos  voat.  allso  mr  abraham 
adams  petetiand  for  ye  vakent  plac  at  ye  east  end  of  mr 
John  dumers  pewe  for  to  buld  up  a  pewe  for  his  famaly  to 
sit  in  &  it  was  granted  him  by  a  unanimos  voat 

also  thos  whose  names  are  hear  under  named  petetianed 
for  the  vacancy  in  the  back  part  of  the  east  galerey  to  buld 
them  up  a  seat  for  thayr  conveniant  siting  at  meting  &  it 
was  granted  them  by  a  unanimos  voat.  thayr  names  are 
as  foloweth :  sarah  woodman  abigal  poore  sarah  wikam 
anne  cheney  abigal  brown  anne  plumer  sarah  smith  abi¬ 
gal  person  sarah  wheler  hanah  phrazer  sarah  wheler 
martha  chut  hanah  smith  mary  pore  sarah  person  mary 
thorlo  hanah  bointon  margaret  wood,  thes  pews  are  all 
only  for  thos  persons  own  use  &  when  they  leave  them  to 
be  at  the  companys  dispose 

at  a  legal  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  presinct 
comonly  called  byefeild,^  which  meting  is  by  order  of  the 
general  court  on  the  7  of  november  1710  decon  moody  was 
chos  modrator  for  sed  meting.  John  Smith  was  chosen 
dark,  joseph  goodridg  w^as  chos  first  an  asesor  for  this 
year,  sergant  Jonathan  heirman  the  2d  asesor.  capt. 
richard  walker  was  chos  the  3d  asesor.  John  cheney  the 
4th  &  maximilon  Jewet  the  5th.  also  philip  goodridg  was 
chosen  a  colector,  also  Jonathan  wheler  was  ye  2d  colector 
at  this  meting  abovsed  7  november  1710  it  was  then  tried 
by  a  voat  &  confirmed  by  a  voat  clearly  that  the  company 
are  agred  to  buy  the  land  formerly  agred  on  by  the  com¬ 
pany  to  buy  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  heare,  said  land 
lieth  Joyning  to  our  former  pasonag  &  twas  also  agred  on 
by  a  voat  that  this  adition  to  our  pasonag  shal  be  for  the 
use  of  the  ministry  forever  heare.  there  was  then  chosen 
ootin  frazor  &  andrew  stickny  to  have  the  oversite  of  the 

4  Heretofore  “Newbury  Falls.”  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish 
in  1703  had  decided  to  call  the  place  “Hyfield”  in  honor  of  Col. 
Nathaniel  Byfield  of  Boston.  (The  oriffinal  portrait  of  Judge 
Byfield  by  John  Smibert,  owned  by  the  Parish,  is  at  the  Essex 
Institute  on  loan.) 
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wood  &  timber  of  the  pasona^  land  that  thear  be  no  impru¬ 
dent  wast  made  thearof 

ye  asesors  instroctions,  to  levie  &  ases  on  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  presinct  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  for  mr  hales 
salery,  also  sixty  three  pounds  for  to  paye  for  the  land  late¬ 
ly  purchast  for  the  use  of  the  ministry,  also  this  mony  is 
to  be  levied  by  the  old  invoyc.  also  to  take  care  of  the 
meting  house  to  repaire  it  &  also  to  take  of  the  pasonag 
ortchard  fenc  &  at  ye  years  end  to  bring  in  a  true  acoant 
&  then  shal  be  paid 

also  at  the  meting  on  the  other  side  of  the  leaf  it  was 
agreed  on  by  a  voat  pased  on  the  afirmatif  that  the  money 
to  be  raized  &  paied  for  the  land  bought  for  the  use  of  the 
ministry  by  the  company  is  to  be  paied  at  ore  before  the 
seventh  of  desember  insuing 

at  a  legal  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  bvfeild  the  first 
of  desember  1710,  beniamun  pearson  was  chos  modrator 
for  ye  present  meting,  at  this  meting  it  was  agreed  on  & 
confirmed  by  a  cleare  voat  that  our  colectors  shal  deliver 
the  mony  now  gathring  to  paye  for  the  land  parchast  latly 
for  the  use  of  the  ministry  in  this  place  to  decon  wil  moodye 
&  to  beniamun  plumer  for  that  end  &  take  a  reseipt  of 
them  for  the  monye  they  deliver 

at  the  same  meting  above  thear  was  chosen  josepoph 
goodridg  &  beniamun  plumer  to  suckseed  cotin  frazer  & 
andrew  stickny  to  have  the  oversight  of  the  wood  &  timber 
on  the  pasonag  land  &  se  that  ther  be  no  imprudent  wast 
made  of  the  same 

also  it  was  agreed  on  by  a  voat  that  our  asesors  shal  & 
are  impowrd  to  warn  our  inhabitants  to  gether  upon 
nesisery  acashons  &  that  it  shal  be  acounted  legall  for  them 
to  give  warning  by  a  noatification  in  writing  at  the  met¬ 
ing  house  dore  fastned  up.  also  it  was  agreed  on  by  a 
voat  that  mr  james  chut  shal  have  twenty  shiling  for  swep- 
ing  the  meting  house  once  a  fortnight  &  ringing  the  bell® 
dulye  for  this  yeare 

at  a  meting  legaly  warnd  of  the  inhabitants  of  byfeild 
ye  sixth  march  1711  decon  wil  moodv  being  cbosen  modra- 

5  Given  by  Judge  Byfield,  for  whom  the  Parish  was  named, 
said  to  weigh  226  pounds,  and  used  for  more  than  a  century. 


BYFIELD  PABISH  EECOEDS 


171 


tor  for  sd  meting,  John  Smith  was  chosen  cleark  for  ye 
year  insuing,  mr  John  dumer  was  chosen  the  first  asesor, 
henerye  poore  was  chos  ye  2d  asesor,  mr  henerey  sewall 
was  chos  the  3d  asesor,  maximilion  jewet  was  chose  the  4th 
asesor,  john  cheney  was  chosen  the  fifth  asesor.  for  colec¬ 
tors  Joshua  boynton  Juner  was  chos  the  first  coleetor  & 
ebenezer  brown  was  chos  the  2d  colector 

at  this  meting  abovsed  it  was  agred  on  &  confirmed  by  a 
voat  that  we  give  our  colectors  five  shilings  apeic  anualy 
for  theyr  servis  a  yeare  k  also  that  we  give  our  clerk  ten 
shilings  a  year  for  his  pains  &  troble 

also  Joseph  goodridg  k  uathan  wheller  weare  chosen  as 
a  comitye  to  take  care  about  som  former  remainders  of  mr 
hales  salerey  and  cleare  up  what  thay  can,  and  bring  the 
names  of  all  yt  are  behind  in  paying  theyr  dues  and  the 
sums  that  is  behind  in  paieng  theyr  dues  and  the  sums 
that  is  behind  due  to  mr  hale  at  our  next  meting 

allso  mr  John  dumer  k  John  brown  weare  made  choyc  of 
by  a  voat  to  procure  a  substancial  bill  of  sale  mad  to  the 
whol  company  of  byfeild  this  precinct  of  the  land  lately 
purchast  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  by  decon  moody,  Jos¬ 
hua  bointon,  John  wikon  k  beniamuii  plumer  bought  for 
the  company  hear 

it  was  at  the  meting  on  the  other  page  6  of  march  1710/ 
11  agred  on  by  a  voat  that  our  meting  hous  shal  be  seated, 
also  it  was  agreed  on  by  a  voat  that  the  contrabution  for 
mr  hale  shal  be  one  every  quarter  in  the  yeare 

a  comity  was  also  chosen  to  seat  the  meting  hous,  the 
first  was  capt  richard  walker  2  beniamun  plumer  3  benia- 
mun  person  4  Jonathan  wheler,  the  5th  Joshua  bointon, 
ye  G  henery  poore,  ye  7th  John  noyse.  it  was  agred  on  by 
a  voat  that  they  shal  honistly  place  the  meting  house  by 
these  rules  folowing.  1  to  have  respect  to  age.  2  by  what 
men  paye  for  the  suport  of  the  worship  of  god  k  3  by  what 
they  have  disbusted  for  the  seting  up  the  worship  of  god  in 
this  place 

thear  was  also  a  petetion  granted  by  a  voat  for  liberty 
to  buld  up  the  vakency  in  the  back  seat  in  the  west  galery 
upon  theyr  own  cost  for  theyr  use,  but  not  to  convey  ore 
sell  it  but  if  they  remove  out  of  it  then  it  shal  return  to 
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the  dispose  of  the  company,  &  if  by  thejr  moving  by  opn- 
ing  casements  and  carles  leving  them  open  they  shal  re- 
paire  it  upon  theyr  own  cost,  the  petetionary  names  are 
as  foloweth:  Jonathan  wheller,  thomas  plumer,  henery 
poore,  Jonathan  danford,  daniel  jewet,  ebenezer  bointon, 
lional  chutt,  john  adams,  ebenezer  ayer,  john  bointon  juner, 
john  homes  &  samuel  brown 

at  the  same  meting  on  the  other  sid  6  march  1710/11 
twas  agreed  on  by  a  voat  confirmed  that  our  comity  for 
placing  the  meting  house  shal  place  what  young  women 
they  think  meet  in  the  back  seat  in  the  east  galerey  &  give 
them  the  ofer  of  building  it  upon  theyr  own  cost  &  injoy 
it  as  others  doe  there  that  have  seats  granted  them 

at  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Byfeild  on  the  27th  of 
march  1711  it  was  agreed  on  by  a  voat  decon  moody  being 
modrator  that  our  asesors  are  &  shal  be  impowrd  to  agree 
with  som  man  or  men  to  fenc  our  pasonag  orchard  with  a 
sufisient  fenc  whear  ther  is  not  alredy  a  fine  rail  fenc 
at  a  leagal  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Byfeild  on  the 
16th  of  October  1711,  Nathan  Wheler  w^as  chosen  modra- 
ter  for  said  meting,  it  was  confirmd  by  a  voat  that  the 
nesesery  charges  lately  arisen  for  fencing  mr  hales  orchard 
&  repairing  the  meting  house  &  also  foure  pounds  due 
formerly  to  mr  hale,  our  asesors  are  impowred  by  the  com¬ 
pany  to  put  it  in  to  mr  hales  rate  to  be  gathered 

at  ye  meting  in  ye  other  side  it  was  voated  on  ye  afirma- 
tive  that  our  asesors  for  this  year  shal  mak  the  rate  by  the 
same  rule  that  the  previus  rate  is  raised  and  made 

also  our  present  asesors  weare  impowred  by  the  company 
at  this  meting  by  a  voat  to  call  the  colectors  to  acount  for 
the  over  plus  money  the  last  year  1710  and  all  that  is  over¬ 
plus  the  asesors  are  to  improve  sed  monye  to  help  to  pay 
the  companis  nesisery  debts 

also  at  the  same  meting  several  showing  theyr  desire  for 
liberty  for  to  build  up  the  vacancy  behind  mr  hales  pewe 
&  the  hind  seats  to  the  aley  for  the  conveniancy  of  theyr 
wives  siting  in  the  metin"  house,  and  it  was  granted  them 
by  a  voat  unanimos,  as  the  other  pews  wear  granted,  the 
names  of  the  persons  are  as  follow,  namely,  sargt  jonathan 
herimon,  cant  richard  walker,  cotin  frazer.  ebenezer  brown, 
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maximilion  jewet,  philip  goodridg,  richard  bointon,  John 
spafferd 

at  a  meting  18  of  march  1711/12  being  informed  that 
thre  of  the  above  petitioners  for  roome  for  to  build  a  pew 
refused  to  acept,  namly  capt  richard  walker,  philip  good¬ 
ridg  &  cotin  frazer,  in  whos  room  weare  aded  by  a  voat 
3  more,  namly  john  noyse,  thomas  coalman  &  daniel  jewet 
18  march  1711/12  ebenezer  brown  to  sarve  as  an  asesor, 
daniel  jewet  was  chosen  in  his  roome.  also  ephaim  brown 
at  sed  metin  chos  a  colector,  refusing  to  sarve,  Isack  adams 
was  chos  to  sarve  as  a  colector  in  his  room 

at  a  leagaly  warnd  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Byfeild 
on  the  18th  of  march  1711/12  dec  moodye  being  chosen 
modrator  for  said  meeting,  there  was  then  John  Smith 
chosen  a  cleark  for  this  year  insuing,  also  for  asesors  mr 
john  dumer,  a  2d  john  spaford,  a  3d  chosen  is  john  noyse, 
a  4th  chosen  is  ebenezer  brown  ye  5th  is  capt  richard  walk¬ 
er.  For  the  first  colector  nathan  wheeller  was  chosen,  the 
2d  chosen  was  ephriam  browne.  at  this  abovsed  meting 
upon  mr  hales  request  to  the  company  of  this  presinct  to 
exchang  an  acker  of  land,  said  land  mr  john  dumer  gave  to 
mr  hale,  for  an  acker  of  the  pasonag  land  lieng  at  the  north 
end  of  cotin  frazors  land  along  by  the  brook  on  the  east 
by  thomas  coalmans  land  &  being  put  to  voat  it  was  redily 
granted,  also  thear  was  chosen  as  a  comity  to  lay  out 
said  ackor  of  land  to  mr  hale,  &  also  to  give  &  take  a  bill 
of  sale  for  both  parsels  of  land  namly  mr  john  dumer  & 
cotin  frazer  and  john  smith 

at  the  same  meting  it  was  agreed  on  by  a  unanimos  voat 
on  the  afirmatif  that  we  pay  that  fifty  pounds  first  prom¬ 
ised  to  mr  hale  by  the  company  this  insuing  year  namlye 
1712  &  that  our  asesors  are  impowred  to  lay  it  in  the  next 
rate  with  mr  hales  salery 

also  at  the  meting  on  the  other  side  of  this  leaf  18  of 
march  1711/12  mr  james  chut  was  agred  with  to  swep  the 
meting  house  and  keep  it  clean  as  it  ought  to  be  kept  and 
seasonably  to  ring  the  bell  all  the  year  insuing  namly 
1712,  and  for  so  doing  he  has  given  him  by  a  voat  for  his 
paines  thirty  shiling  at  the  end  of  the  year 

also  ye  asors  weare  impowred  by  a  voat  to  take  care  of 
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the  meting  house  to  repaire  it  whear  it  is  needful  to  be 
mended  &  procure  a  good  rope  for  the  bell  k  fit  it  onn,  & 
raise  mony  to  defray  the  charg 

also  a  comity  was  chosen,  a  comity  of  thre  men,  namly 
mr  John  dumer  k  philip  goodridg  k  john  smith  to  take 
care  about  som  laud  that  cotin  frazer  laid  downe  by  mr 
hales  house  for  the  conveniency  of  the  pasonag  house  and 
way  and  to  mesur  it  k  lay  him  out  as  much  for  it  in  the 
most  couveniant  place  in  the  south  end  of  the  pasonig  land 
at  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Byfeild  being  legaly 
warned  on  the  3d  of  march  1712/13,  at  sd  meting  benia- 
mun  person  was  clios  modarator  and  John  Smith  was  chos¬ 
en  cleark  for  the  year  1713.  Mr.  Joseph  Gearish  was  chos 
the  first  asesor  for  the  year  ensuing,  the  2d  chos  asesor 
was  ebinezer  brown,  the  3d  chos  was  philip  goodridg,  the 
4th  chosen  was  beniamin  plumer,  the  5th  chosen  was  benia- 
min  person,  also  for  colectors  ther  was  chos,  1  was  benia¬ 
min  plumer  junior,  the  2d  chosen  was  john  goodridg 
at  this  meting  abovsed  upon  the  request  of  mr  richard 
dumer  to  have  liberty  granted  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
presinct  for  to  buld  a  pewe  in  the  meting  house  for  his  k 
his  familys  comfortable  siting  in  the  meting  house,  and  it 
was  redily  granted  him  by  a  clear  voat,  namely  at  the 
east  end  of  the  meting  house  on  the  right  hand  going  in 
at  the  east  dore,  the  one  half  of  the  hinde  seat  and  the 
vakency  in  the  north  east  corner  of  the  house  below  next 
the  dore,  also  the  colectors  that  have  bene  for  the  time  past 
bene  imployed  to  colect  k  gather  the  monye  that  have  ben 
raised  in  this  presinct  ither  for  the  ministry,  ore  for  other 
expenses  are  by  a  voat  required  to  bring  in  unto  the  pres¬ 
ent  asesors  all  the  mony  that  is  overplus  besides  paying 
what  they  weare  ordred  to  paye  for  the  benifit  of  the  com- 
panye 

at  the  meting  on  the  other  side  of  the  leaf  the  company 
heare  agreed  and  confirmed  by  a  voat  to  pay  to  John  Smith 
this  year  one  pound  fivetene  shiling  out  of  the  overplus 
monye  coming  from  the  colectors  as  part  of  what  the  com¬ 
pany  wear  indeted  to  him,  which  said  Smith  accept  as  ful 
of  what  the  company  are  indebted  to  me  except  twelve 
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shiling  &  six  pen  for  work  said  Smith  did  on  mr  hales 
closet 

also  it  was  confirmed  by  a  voat  that  in  order  to  raising 
mr  hales  salery  that  the  asesors  shal  tak  an  invoys  of  every 
man  in  order  therto  somtime  in  august,  also  our  asesors 
wear  impowred  by  a  clear  voat  to  agree  with  som  person 
to  swep  the  meting  house  &  keep  it  clean  &  desent  and 
rais  mony  to  pay  him  for  his  paines 

also  ebenezer  stuerd  and  thomas  coalman  weare  chosen 
and  impowred  by  a  voat  to  take  care  of  the  wood  &  timber 
on  the  pasonag  land  &  se  thear  be  no  wast  made  thearof, 
and  prosicute  anye  person  that  shal  be  fownd  so  doing 
at  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Byefield  leagaly  warnd 
&  convened  together  on  the  2d  of  march  1713/14  decon 
Samuel  broclebank  was  chos  modrator  for  sed  meting,  John 
Smith  was  chosen  cleark  for  the  yeare  insuing  1714.  Isack 
adams  chos  the  first  asesor  for  the  year  insuing,  John  che- 
ney  ye  2d  asesor,  cotin  frazer  the  3d  asesor,  ephriam 
browne  the  4th  asesor,  thomas  coalman  the  5th  asesor.  for 
colectors,  1  mr  Steven  Longfellow,  ebenezor  brown  the  2d 
colector 

at  this  abovesed  meting  2  march  1714  the  company 
agreed  &  confirmed  by  a  voat  to  give  mr  hale  for  his  salery 
seventy  three  pounds  anualy  for  five  years  from  this  second 
of  march  1714  til  the  five  years  are  expired,  twas  voated 
that  this  73  pounds  shal  be  paied  the  one  half  in  mony  & 
the  other  half  as  monye 

several  personsons  at  this  metin  petitioned  for  liberty  to 
buld  them  seats  in  the  hind  seats,  namly  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  ye  meting  hous,  next  to  the  mens  stairs,  also  in 
the  north  east  corner  of  the  meting  house  namely  that  in 
the  south  west  corner  was  granted  to  mr  joseph  gerish  and 
that  in  the  north  east  corner  was  granted  to  beniamun 
plumer,  isack  adams,  thomas  plumer  and  john  adams, 
building  them  on  theyr  own  cost,  on  the  same  conditions 
the  other  pews  were  built,  that  in  the  north  east  corner  is 
intenden  only  for  theyr  wives 

at  the  meting  on  the  other  side  of  the  leaf  2d  march 
1714,  andrew  stikny  was  agreed  with  to  swep  the  meting 
hous,  for  the  year  insuing  1714,  and  for  his  doing  it  he 
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had  granted  him  by  a  voat  twenty  shiling  for  his  pains 

at  a  meting  of  the  parish  of  Byfeild  the  16th  day  of 
march  1714  mr  Jonathan  wheler  was  chosen  to  serve  this 
meting  as  modarator,  our  present  asesors  in  the.yr  instroc- 
tions  were  impowred  by  a  voat  to  call  the  last  year  colectors 
to  acount  as  to  the  mony  comited  to  them  to  colect  &  gather 
and  if  ther  be  any  overplus  to  resaive  it  for  the  benifit  of 
the  companye,  also  to  repair  the  meting  hous  when  need 
also  to  call  ye  company  together  on  needful  acashuns  also 
to  buy  a  book  for  the  companys  use  to  keep  a  record  of 
thayr  publick  actions 

at  sed  meting  ye  company  agreed  by  a  voat  to  bye  a  ser- 
tin  tract  of  land  of  Mr  John  Dumer  lieng  within  our  horn 
pasonig  pasture  joyning  on  sed  Dumers  land,  the  wholl  of 
Mr  Dumers  intrest  lieng  on  the  south  side  of  the  fenc  be- 
twen  the  pasonag  land  &  sed  Dumers  land 

also  at  sed  meting  the  company  gave  sevral  persons  part 
of  theyr  rates,  namly  john  thorlo  nine  shilings,  joseph 
goodridg  -junior  eight  shilings,  Steven  Carrnick  12  shilings, 
John  Danford  4  shilings 

at  sed  meting  an  agrement  made  &  confirmed  by  a  voat 
with  sargt  beniamun  plumer  to  make  a  ston  wall  between 
!Mr  John  Dumers  land  &  our  pasonag  land  from  the  great 
brook  up  to  the  gate  caled  woodmans  gate  which  amounts 
to  thirty  roods,  and  for  his  doing  said  work  the  company 
promist  to  give  said  plumer  ten  pounds,  namly  five  pownds 
this  yeare  which  we  impower  our  asesors  to  raise  this 
present  .year  1714  &  five  pounds  the  next  year,  the  wholl 
ten  pounds,  ye  one  half  of  the  wal  said  plumer  is  to 
buld  this  sumer 

also  a  comity  was  chosen  to  run  the  line  between  Mr 
John  Dumer  and  the  pasonag  land  latly  purchast  and  also 
to  run  the  line  between  John  Smith  &  the  pasonag  land, 
namly  beniamun  person  and  ebenezer  stuerd  and  isack 
adams,  also  thay  are  impowred  to  mesure  the  fenc  between 
the  pasonag  land  and  the  land  adjoynining  and  to  repair 
the  fenc  belonging  to  the  pasonag  and  agre  with  any  man 
or  men  to  mak  and  repair  sed  fenc  and  keep  and  bring  in 
an  honest  acount  of  .ye  chargs  to  the  asesors  and  the  cost 
to  be  put  in  a  rate,  also  a  comity  of  two  men  were  chosen 
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to  peruse  an  acount  between  joshua  bointon  "juner  and  the 
parish®  of  Bjfeild,  &  mak  retorn  thereof  of  theyr  doing 
to  the  company  next  meting 

also  at  the  same  metin,  upon  the  request  and  petetion 
of  sevral  jiersons  for  liberty  to  buld  the  3d  seat  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  meting  hous  the  next  seat  to  the 
foi-mer  grant  to  mr  richard  dumer,  for  theyr  wives  to  sit 
in  &  it  was  granted  them  by  a  voat  provided  they  dont  by 
raising  it  to  high  damnify  the  seat  before  granted  &  to 
buld  it  on  thayr  own  cost  &  on  the  same  terms  the  other 
seats  were  granted,  the  petetioners  are  as  folow,  philip 
goodridg,  edmund  goodridg,  david  woodmen,  joshua  boin¬ 
ton  juner,  beniamon  woodmen,  cotin  frazer  samuel  dicken- 
son  Jonathan  spaford 

a  meting  of  ye  inhabitants  of  ye  presinct  of  byfeild  be¬ 
ing  leagaly  convend  and  met  on  the  23  of  jewn  1714,  cotin 
frazer  was  chosen  modrator  for  said  meting 

at  this  abovesed  meting  it  was  agred  on  by  a  voat  to  chos 
two  men,  namly  sargt  John  cheney  and  ebenezer  stuerd  to 
petetion  the  towns  whenc  our  presinct  wear  drawn,  namely 
newbery  &  rouly  for  to  grant  unto  us  conveniant  ways  for 
our  conveniant  coming  to  our  meting  hous  upon  thayr  re- 
S{>ective  towns  charg,  &  if  the  towns  refuse  so  to  doe,  we 
impowre  them  to  petetion  our  nex  county  court  to  be  hold- 
en  at  salim  on  the  nex  week  the  29th  of  this  instant  June 
1714,  but  if  our  respective  towns  do  incorig  the  doing  of 
this  kindnes  then  to  prosed  no  farther 

at  ye  meting  abovesed  our  asesors  weare  impowred  by 
a  voat  on  the  afermative  to  agree  with  a  man  or  men  to 
buld  up  the  vaconsis  in  the  hind  seats  in  ye  east  &  west 
galeris  in  our  meting  hous  with  conveniant  seats  for  the 
^nifit  of  the  company  and  put  the  cost  into  the  rate  for 
defraying  the  charg 

at  the  meting  on  the  other  sid  of  this  leif  23  of  June 
1714  mr  abraham  adams  &  mr  maxmilian  jewet  M'ear  im¬ 
powred  by  a  voat  on  the  afirmative  to  agree  with  mr  James 
chut  for  about  half  an  ackor  of  land  and  buy  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  company  whear  thay  shal  think  it  most  beni- 
fisial  for  the  good  of  the  company. 

6  This  is  the  first  reference  to  the  “parish.” 
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also  at  said  meting  our  present  asesors  wear  impowered 
bj  a  voat  on  the  afermative  to  call  tbe  last  year  colectors 
to  account  as  to  ye  overplus  monye  yet  in  tbayr  hands  un¬ 
disposed  of  and  reseve  it  of  them  and  dispose  of  it  for  the 
good  and  benifit  of  the  company  or  to  pay  thayr  honist 
debts 

at  the  same  meting  abovsed  it  was  agred  on  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  voat  on  the  afirmative  to  chuse  two  men  and 
they  wear  chosen,  namly  sergt  john  cheney  &  ebenezer  ste¬ 
ward  to  petetion  the  selectmen  in  &  of  each  town  respec¬ 
tively  from  which  our  presinct  was  drawn,  namly  newbery 
and  roulye,  to  call  our  respective  towns  together  for  theyr 
granting  unto  us  ways  whear  is  nesery  for  our  coming  to 
meting  and  also  for  other  nesecrye  ocashons,  upon  the  re¬ 
spective  charges  of  sed  towns,  and  if  they  incorig  the  do¬ 
ing  of  it  to  presed  no  farther,  but  if  the  select  men  of  sed 
towns  refuse  the  doing  of  it,  ore  dont  incorig  the  doing  it 
for  us  then  we  request  and  impowre  those  abovsed  men  to 
petetion  the  next  county  court  to  be  held  at  salim  the  next 
week  ye  29  day  of  this  instant  june  1714  for  releif  in  this 
mater 

at  a  legal  meting  of  the  presinct  of  byfeild  on  ye  5th 
of  august  1714,  deckon  moody  was  chos  modrator  for  said 
meting,  thear  wear  chosen  by  a  clear  voat  for  our  present 
asesors  to  impower  them  to  take  the  care  to  hang  our  belF 
if  thay  find  that  it  may  be  well  and  safly  hung  in  the  terot 
to  hang  it  thear  as  soone  as  may  be  with  convenancy  and 
provid  a  good  rope  to  ring  it  withall  &  to  raise  monye  to 
defray  the  charge  of  the  doing  of  ye  same,  &  if  thay  find 
it  cannot  be  safly  hung  in  the  teret  to  hang  it  som  other 
way  to  answer  the  end  the  bell  is  for 

also  at  the  same  meting  thes  men  formerly  mad  choyc  of 
by  a  voat,  to  treat  &  petetion  the  selectmen  of  each  town, 
namly  newbury  and  rouly,  to  call  the  respectif  towns  to¬ 
gether  to  grant  us  high  ways  to  our  meting  house  and  for 
other  nesisery  ocashons  namly  sergt  john  cheney  &  ebenezer 
steward  we  have  agen  impowred  &  do  request  them  to  pe¬ 
tetion  sed  selectmen  of  each  tovra  as  abovsed  &  if  thay  still 

7  The  same  bell  previously  given  by  Judge  Byfield. 
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refuse  the  doing  the  same  then  to  prosicut  the  cause  at  ye 
court  ore  courts  to  ef ect 

at  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  byefeld  leagaly  convend 
the  9th  of  november  1714  dekon  moody  was  chose  moder¬ 
ator  for  sed  meting,  at  sed  meting  it  was  agred  on  by  a 
Toat  on  the  afermative  to  impower  our  asesors  to  agre  with 
a  man  ore  men  to  dig  a  new  well  ore  dig  out  the  old  one, 
so  as  to  suplye  mr  hale  with  water,  also  the  presinct  agred 
by  a  voat  to  buld  another  seat  in  the  front  of  the  bodye  and 
to  buld  a  table  between  the  two  pewe  seats  upon  the  pre- 
sincts  cost 

at  a  meting  of  the  presinct  of  buifeild  the  12th  of  jan- 
euery  1714/15,  beniamun  person  was  chosen  to  serve  as  a 
modrator.  the  peopl  agred  by  a  voat  to  chuse  five  able 
men  a  comity  to  plac  our  meting  hous.  mr  john  brown 
was  chos  the  first  man  for  said  comity,  mr  nathan  wheler 
the  2d  chosen,  mr  henery  poore  was  chosen  the  3d,  mr  -john 
noyse  ye  4th,  deckon  brocklbank  the  5th,  mr  beniamum 
person  voated  in  ye  5th  in  the  roome  of  nathan  wheler. 
for  this  comity  for  thayr  instructions  in  the  work  of  plac¬ 
ing  the  meting  house  is  as  folow.  thay  shall  first  go  by 
the  three  last  rates  to  our  ministry,  2d  to  have  respect  to 
age,  3d  to  go  by  what  men  do  anualy  paye  to  the  suport  of 
the  ministry  among  us.  this  above  writen  was  confirmed 
by  a  voat  12  -janiuery  in  ye  year  1714/15 

at  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  byefeild  legaly 
konvend  together  on  the  first  of  march  1715,  dekon  moody 
was  chosen  modrator  for  sed  meting,  &  -john  smith  was 
chosen  cleark  for  the  year  insuing  1715 

dekon  moody  chos  the  first  asesor,  edmond  goodridg  chose 
the  2d  asesor,  -Jonathan  wheler  chos  the  3d  asesor,  richard 
bointon  was  chosen  the  4th  asesor,  david  woodman  was 
chosen  the  5th  asesor.  for  colectors  mr  abraham  adams 
was  chos  ye  first,  samuel  dickonson  was  chosen  the  2d 
colector 

at  ye  meting  aforsed,  1  march  1715,  it  was  confirmed  by 
a  voat  that  our  asesors  shal,  rais  the  monye  to  defray  the 
charges  arising  on  the  acount  of  suing  for  highway  for  our 
convenisi  to  com  to  meting  &  other  convensis,  &  for  in- 
stroctions  given  them,  thay  are  impo-wred  to  call  ye  com- 
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pany  together  when  need  be,  also  to  repaire  our  meting 
house  whar  is  need 

also  thear  was  granted  by  a  voat  at  sed  metin  that  our 
present  asesors  shal  raise  in  the  next  asesment  four  pounds 
&  five  shilings  for  joshua  bointou  junir,  which  said  boin- 
ton  taks  in  full  satisfaction  for  what  is  behind  toward  his 
bulding  mr  hales  barne 

also  decken  moody  was  aded  to  thos  two  men  we  im- 
powred  to  recover  for  our  conveniancy  high  ways  to  met¬ 
ing  hous  ore  any  other  conveniancy,  to  asist  in  the  prosicut- 
ing  the  mater  to  efect. 

also  our  asesors  wear  impowred  to  agree  with  a  man  to 
swep  the  meting  &  keep  it  desently  &  ring  the  bell  in  sea¬ 
son  at  all  times 

also  at  ye  meting  abovsed  1  march  1715  a  petetion  being 
presented  to  ye  presinct  by  sevral  young  persons  for  lib¬ 
erty  to  buld  them  a  seat  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  met¬ 
ing  hous  over  the  womens  stairs  it  was  granted  to  them, 
the  petetioners  are  as  folow  namly,  dorothy  smith,  rebekh 
stickny,  elizabeth  felt,  marv  wheler,  mary  wood,  hanah 
jewet,  hanah  chut,  mary  goodridg 

also  at  the  same  meting  the  asesors  weare  impowerd  by 
a  voat  to  hire  men  to  repaire  mr  hales  fenses  whear  ther 
is  need,  &  raise  monye  to  defray  the  charg  of  thayr  labour 
at  sed  metin  edmond  goodrig  gave  up  his  intrest  yt  was 
formerly  granted  to  him  by  a  voat  in  ye  3d  seat  in  ye  wo¬ 
mens  pewes  in  ye  norwes  corner 

at  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  biefeld  ye  6th  march 
1715/16  being  leagely  meet  together  deckon  moody  was 
chosen  modrator  for  said  meting  &  john  smith  was  chosen 
cleark  for  ye  year  insuing,  dekon  brocklebank  chos  ye  first 
asesor  for  ye  year  insuing,  mr  richard  dumer  ye  2d,  ser- 
gant  benimon  plumer  chos  ye  3d,  mr  Joseph  hale  chos  ye 
4th  asesor,  merchant  Jonathan  wheler  ye  5th  asesor.  mr 
Joseph  gearish  chos  ye  first  colector  for  ye  year  insuing. 
Jonathan  Spaford  was  chose  to  serve  an  asesor  for  ye  year 
insuing 

at  said  meting  the  inhabitants  of  byefeild  by  a  voat  free¬ 
ly  gave  an  highway  throw  the  parsonag  land  from  John 
smiths  land  down  as  the  rhoad  go  down  to  mr  dumers  gate 
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over  the  brook  &  also  by  the  ston  wall  to  ye  end  of  said 
parsonag  land  by  said  ston  wall,  said  rhoad  is  to  be  one 
rood  &  half  wide  for  pasing  &  repasing  provided  people  are 
carful  to  shut  gates  where  is  need 

also  at  said  meting  the  inhabitants  of  buifeild  by  a  voat 
aded  to  mr  hales  salery  ten  pounds  which  mak  his  salery 
four  scoar  and  three  pounds 

at  sed  meting  was  granted  by  a  voat  to  paye  toward  giv¬ 
ing  for  the  highways  out  of  the  last  asesment  1715  to 
ebenezer  stuerd  five  pounds,  to  sergt  john  cheney  fifty  shil- 
ings  &  to  dekon  moody  ten  shiling 

also  our  asesors  weare  improwred  to  take  care  to  repair 
mr  hales  fenses  also  to  repaire  the  meting  house  and  agree 
with  som  man  to  swep  the  meting  hous  &  keep  it  clean  & 
desent,  also  to  ring  the  bell  in  season  upon  needful  acashons 
&  rais  the  mony  to  defray  the  charges  in  ye  next  asesment 
at  a  meting  of  ye  inhabitants  of  byfeild  ye  24  of  desem- 
ber  1716  (mr  beniamun  person  was  chos  modrator  sed  met¬ 
ing)  ocashoned  by  mr  Joseph  gearishs  refusing  to  serve  as 
a  colector,  at  sed  meting  mr  thomas  coalmen  was  chosen 
to  serve  in  his  rooms  for  the  colecting  &  gathring  nubery 
part  of  the  presant  salery  for  mr  hale 

at  sed  meting  was  chos  sergont  plummer  &  clerk  john 
smith  to  discours  our  neighbrs  that  constantly  com  to  our 
meting  to  know  whether  thay  are  free  to  promot  a  petetion 
to  ye  general  court  to  be  set  off  to  us 

at  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  byfeild  this  eightenth 
of  march  1717,  deckon  wiliam  moody  chosen  moderator 
for  sed  meting,  cornit  joseph  gearish  was  chos  the  first 
asesor  for  the  year  1717,  sergont  john  cheney  the  2d,  max- 
imilon  jewet  chos  ye  third  asesor,  mr  john  brown  was  chos 
the  fourth,  maxi  jewet  being  before  chosen  a  constable 
for  rowly,  was  released  by  a  voat,  &  mr  daniel  jewet  was 
chosen  in  his  roome.  mr  john  noyse  the  fifth  asesor  for 
this  present  year,  for  colectors  john  brockbank  1,  edmond 
ye  2d  goodridg  chos  the  2d  colector 

at  said  meting  our  asesors  weare  impowred  by  a  voat 
by  the  company  to  take  care  to  inquire  &  se  what  mony 
theare  may  be  found  in  the  former  colectors  hands  &  if  due 
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to  the  company  &  take  acount  of  it  &  bring  in  the  acount 
of  it  to  the  company  the  next  meting 

it  was  also  granted  by  a  voat  in  this  present  meting  to 
grant  to  his  honour  our  leiutenant  governor  sir  wiliam 
dummer®  liberty  to  buld  him  a  pew  in  the  meting  hous,  on 
the  front  side  of  the  meting  hous  on  which  hand  do  pleas, 
mr  john  dumer  esquire  &  deckon  moody  wear  chosen  to  give 
honour  the  offer  of  it 

also  the  instroctions  were  given  to  our  asesors  for  the  in- 
suing  year  1717  as  folow:  to  rais  monye  for  mr  hales 
saleiy’,  also  to  repaire  the  meting  house,  also  to  agre  with 
one  to  sweep  the  meting  hous  &  keep  it  clean  and  desent 
&  to  ring  the  bell  on  all  needful  ocashons,  &  repair  mr  hales 
fenses  &  the  outside  of  his  bam,  &  rais  mony  to  defray  the 
charg  thearof 

at  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  byefield  ye  3d  of  june 
1717,  nathan  wheler  was  chosen  moderator  for  sed  meting, 
at  ye  same  meting  john  smith  was  chos  clerk  for  ye  part 
of  ye  year  insuing.  also  twas  agred  on  to  impowr  our 
asesors  to  buld  a  leantow  at  ye  south  west  end  of  mr  hales 
barn  and  board  it  on  the  companis  cost  and  raise  mony  to 
pay  for  the  doing  the  same  in  the  next  asesment 

also  at  ye  meting  in  ye  other  page  ye  3d  june  1717  it 
was  agred  on  by  a  voat  that  our  asesors  for  ye  convenioncy 
of  the  neiborhood  to  com  throw  mr  james  chuts  land  to 
meting  are  impowred  to  make  a  cart  gate  and  hang  it  at  the 
precincts  cost,  and  leavie  it  in  the  next  asesment 

at  a  metin  of  ye  inhabitants  of  byfeild  legaly  warned 
mr  maximilion  jewet  being  chosen  modrator  for  sed  met¬ 
ing,  at  said  meting  sergant  john  cheney  was  chosen  to 
agree  with  the  comity  the  court  apointed  to  veiwe  high 
ways  in  byefeild  for  a  publig  benifit.  said  comity  weare 
capt  pebody  of  boxford,  capt  richard  kembol  &  capt  ma- 
thew  perkins.  serg  john  chenie  was  impowred  by  a  voat 
to  agree  with  said  comity,  and  bring  report  to  ye  asesors 
&  to  be  paid  for  his  pains  &  the  asesors  are  to  levie  said 

8  For  many  years  a  generous  supporter  of  Eyfield  Parish 
Church.  In  1729  he  pave  communion  silver  to  the  “church  of 
Xcwbury  Falls.”  which  is  now  exhibited  at  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts,  Boston.  His  will  provided  for  the  establishing  of  Governor 
Dummer  Academy. 
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cost  in  the  next  asesment  to  be  paid  by  the  company. 

also  at  the  meting  abovsed  the  asesors  weare  impowrd 
by  a  voat  to  tak  care  and  provid  shingl  &  nails  and  shingle 
mr  hales  leantow  at  the  westerly  end  of  his  bam,  and  to 
lay  the  cost  in  the  next  rate  to  be  paid  by  the  company 
at  a  meting  of  the  inhabitants  of  buifeild  being  leagaly 
warnd  on  the  17  of  desember  1717  dekon  wiliam  moodye 
was  chosen  moderator  for  said  meting.  Sed  dekn  moodye 
was  chosen  to  go  to  salim  the  next  seshons  to  be  held  thear 
which  will  be  the  last  tusday  in  this  instant  desember  to 
indevor  to  settell  and  geat  confirmed  the  new  rhoad  lately 
granted  by  ye  honoured  court  last  held  at  newbery  and 
bye  them  a  comity  ore  jurye  have  lay  out  said  ways  from 
sergnt  John  chenies  to  byefeld  meting  hous  and  thenc  to 
topsfeild 

at  a  meting  of  the  precinct  of  byfeild  on  the  4th  of  march 
1718,  mr  Jonathan  wheler  chosen  modrator  for  sed  meting, 
John  spaford  chos  ye  first  asesor  for  ye  year  insuin,  mr 
maximilon  jewet®  was  chosen  cleark  for  ye  year  insuin,  mr 
nathaniel  dumer  chos  ye  2d  asesor,  mr  samuel  dikinson  ye 
3d  asesor,  mr  abraham  adams  ye  4th  asesor,  mr  john  brocle- 
bauk  ye  5th  asesor.  mr  samuel  moody  was  chos  ye  first 
colector,  mr  william  fisk  was  chos  the  2d  colector 

it  was  agred  on  by  a  voat  on  the  meting  on  the  other  sid 
of  the  leaf  that  its  now  aded  to  our  asesors  former  instroc- 
tions,  namly  to  warn  metings  from  time  to  time  when  ther 
is  need,  also  to  remove  the  fenc  at  ye  back  side  of  mr  hales 
orchard  over  at  each  end  to  ye  fenc  between  mr  dumer  & 
ye  pasonag,  and  add  more  to  ye  orchard,  what  may  be  ned- 
ful,  also  to  repaire  mr  hales  hous  &  siler  what  may  be 
needful,  this  was  aded  to  the  last  years  instroctions  and 
maid  in  to  our  asesors  instroction  for  ye  year  insuing  1718 
March  the  twelveth  Anno  Dom  1718  At  a  legal  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  it  was  agreed  and  voated 
that  their  shall  be  an  house  built  for  the  use  of  the  ministre 
the  Dementions  of  sd  house  are  as  foloweth  twenty  foot 
long  eigteen  foot  wide  fifteen  foot  stud  with  a  chimney 
of  tow  tunels  and  a  seler  of  twelve  foot  square  six  foot  & 
an  half  Deep  and  to  have  the  house  finished  at  or  before 

9  The  second  clerk  also  served  for  ten  years. 
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the  last  of  October  next  Insuing,  said  house  to  be  joyned 
to  the  back  side  of  the  parsonag  house  and  to  stand  square 
with  the  east  end  of  the  parsonage  house,  voated  and  past 
on  the  aflFermative 

at  the  abovsd  meeting  it  was  agreed  and  voted  that  there 
shall  be  fifty  seven  pounds  raised  by  the  precinct  to  defray 
the  charge  of  the  above  said  house  and  leived  by  the  assess¬ 
ors  in  the  next  ministree  rate,  voated  and  past  on  the  af- 
fennative.  Lionel  Chutt  deceented  to  the  two  former  voats 
at  the  abovsd  meeting  mr  Richard  Dumer,  mr  Joseph 
Hale  &  Maximilian  Jewett  were  impowered  to  Covenant 
and  agree  with  mr  David  Woodman  to  build  an  house  for 
the  ministre  for  the  fifty  seven  pounds  which  the  precinct 
has  granted  for  that  use.  voted  &  pased  on  the  affermative 
at  the  abovesd  meeting  &  voated  that  the  Assessors  of 
this  present  year  shal  have  to  call  the  last  year  Assessors 
to  an  account  for  the  overplus  money  that  they  have  as¬ 
sessed  the  precinct  the  last  year,  voated  and  past  on  the 
afermative 

at  the  abovesd  meeting  it  was  agreed  &  voated  that  Dea¬ 
con  William  Moodey  should  be  allowed  four  pounds  for 
time  and  money  which  he  hath  expended  about  setling  the 
new  Countrey  Road  to  be  payd  by  the  precinct,  and  also 
Sergiant  John  Cheney  was  allowed  thirty  shilings  for  the 
abovesd  servis.  voated  &  past  on  the  affermative 

At  the  above  said  meeting  it  was  agreed  and  voated  that 
Sergiant  John  Cheney  should  be  allowed  three  pounds 
which  he  Excepts  as  full  sattisfaction  for  what  Remained 
due  to  him  about  building  the  parsonage  house  or  any 
other  former  expeners  except  the  above  sd  thirty  shilings. 
past  on  the  affermative 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  may 
the  20th  1718  it  was  Agreed  &  voated  that  there  shall  bee 
a  monthly  Lecture  this  present  year  held  in  this  precinct 
till  next  march  Insuing  the  Date  hereof 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct 
of  Byfield  January  the  14, 1718/9  Decon  William  Moodey 
was  chosen  Moderator 

At  the  abovsd  meeting  it  was  agred  &  voated  that  the 
present  Assessors  are  hereby  Impowered  to  Demand  recive 
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and  Dispose  of  the  money  that  is  overplus  in  the  years 
past  that  is  in  former  Assessors  &  Collectors  hands  and 
improve  the  same  as  far  as  their  may  be  accasion  to  Dis¬ 
charge  the  Expences  of  the  Precinct  this  present  year  and 
to  reserve  the  overplus  till  farther  order.  Voated  &  Past 
of  ye  Afirmative 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhaitants  of  Byfield  march 
the  third  1719  Benjaman  Pearson  was  Chosen  moderator. 
Benjaman  Pearson  John  Brown  John  Thurlo  Samuel 
Moodey  John  Adams  was  chosen  Assessors.  Also  James 
Chutt  junr  &  Josiah  Smith  was  chosen  Collectors  and  Max¬ 
imilian  Jewett  was  chosen  dark  for  the  Insuing  year 

At  the  abovsd  meeting,  the  Assessors  Instructions  & 
Power  voated  whereby  they  are  Impowered  to  repair  the 
meeting  house  parsonage  house  &  barn  and  outside  fences 
belonging  to  the  parsonag  &  to  point  the  seler  with  limb. 
Also  to  Agree  with  some  person  to  swep  the  meeting  house 
and  Keep  it  clean  &  Decent,  also  to  ring  the  bell  upon  all 
necesary  ocations  according  to  Custom  also  to  warn  meet¬ 
ing  as  they  shall  think  needfull  and  to  lay  a  rate  for  the 
discharge  of  what  money  is  or  may  be  granted  for  the 
suport  of  the  ministre  this  present  year  and  also  for  the 
repairing  the  meeting  house,  keeping  it  clean  &  desent  & 
ring  the  bell.  Past  on  the  affermative 

At  A  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  march 
the  third  for  the  chusing  of  Precinct  officers  &  other  bus¬ 
iness  in  answer  to  the  Request  of  the  Revnd  mr  Moses 
Hale  to  add  Seven  pound  to  his  salare  at  which  time  he 
freely  oblidged  himself  for  the  year  Insuing  to  preach  us 
a  sermon  upon  the  third  day  before  each  sacrament,  it  was 
agred  &  voated  that  the  Revnd  mr  Moses  Hale  shall  have 
seven  pounds  Aded  to  his  salary  for  this  Insuing  year,  the 
salary  before  being  83  pounds.  Voated  and  past  of  ye 
Affermative 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  No¬ 
vember  10,  1719  Joseph  Hale  was  chosen  an  Assessor  in 
the  room  of  Samuel  IMoodey  which  hast  refused,  at  the 
abovsd  meeting  it  was  Agreed  and  voated  that  vacancyes 
in  seats  in  meeting  house  shall  be  filled  up  in  order  there¬ 
unto,  Cornet  Joseph  Garish  &  Crop  Jno  Spoford  were 
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chosen  to  jojn  with  the  former  committee  for  the  above 
servis 

At  A  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  march 
the  first  1720  Sarg  John  Cheaney  was  chosen  Moderator, 
Maximilian  Jewett  was  chosen  Clerk,  Philip  Goodridg 
Thomas  Coleman  Jno  Brown  James  Chutte  Junr  Dan¬ 
iel  Jewett  was  chosen  Assesers 

Benjaman  Woodman  &  Jonathan  Bradstreet  was  chosen 
Collectors  at  the  abovsd  meeting.  It  was  Agreed  &  voated 
that  the  Reverend  mr  Moses  Hale  shall  have  ninty  pounds 
salare  for  the  Insuing  year  provided  he  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  Ministre  among  us  and  preach  the  Lector,  the  one 
half  in  money  the  other  half  as  money  and  also  that  the  last 
fifty  pounds  formerly  granted  to  the  Reverend  mr  Moses 
Hale  shall  be  levied  in  the  next  ministre  Rate,  voated  and 
pased  on  the  affermitive 

At  the  abovesd  meeting  it  was  Agreed  &  voated  that  the 
Assessors  for  the  Insuing  year  are  Impowerd  to  repare  the 
meeting  house  Parsonage  House  &  Barn  and  also  all  the 
out  side  fences  orchard  fence  belonging  to  the  Parsonage 
also  to  warn  meetings  as  they  shall  think  needfull  and  also 
to  agree  with  som  person  to  sweep  the  meeting  house  to 
keep  it  clean  and  Decent  also  to  ring  the  bell  ujxvn  all  Ne- 
cesary  ocations  according  to  custom  and  to  Levey  wat  mon¬ 
ey  is  or  may  be  Granted  by  the  precint  for  ye  suport  of  the 
ministre  upon  the  Inhabitants  as  the  Law  Directs  and  to 
call  the  former  eolectors  to  an  account  and  to  Demand  and 
receive  the  over  plus  money  yt  is  in  there  hands.  Voated 
and  pased  on  the  Affermitive.  The  above  writen  Instruc¬ 
tions  was  voated  &  pased  on  the  affermative  march  the 
seventh  1721 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  bvfield  Sep¬ 
tember  13th,  1720  Nathan  Wheler  was  chosen  moderator, 
at  the  abovsd  meeting  it  was  agreed  and  voated  Edmond 
Goodbridge  mr  Stephen  Longfelow  Benjaman  Woodman 
Joshua  Boynton  &  Samll  Dicknson  shall  have  the  seat  be¬ 
fore  the  govenners  pew  on  the  same  terms  that  they  had 
the  seat  before  mr  Richard  Dumers  pew  as  appears  by 
record  Excepting  the  building  or  raising  sd  seat  and  the 
abovsd  persons  are  to  make  up  the  number  seven  Women 
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that  belong  to  this  abovsd  precinct  and  if  any  of  the  wo¬ 
men  do  remove  out  of  the  seat  they  are  to  take  in  so  as  to 
mak  up  the  Number  seven  provided  the  above  named  per¬ 
sons  renownce  the  seat  before  mr  Richard  Dumer  pew. 
pased  on  the  afermative 

In  consideration  of  the  above  menshoned  act  we  the  sub¬ 
scribers  do  quit  our  right  in  the  seat  before  mr  Richard 
Dumer  pew  as  witness  our  hands 

Edmund  Goodridg 
Joshua  Boynton  Junr 
Beniemin  Woodman 
Samuell  Dickinson 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  March 
the  seventh  Anno  Dom  1721  John  Brown  was  chosen  mod¬ 
erator  Maximilian  Jewett  was  chosen  clerk  Assessors 
chosen,  Phillip  Goodrich  Samuell  Moodey  Daniel  Hale 
John  Spoford  Joshua  Boynton  Junr.  Collectors  chosen 
namly  Jonathan  Wheler  Benjaman  Pearson  Junr.  at  the 
abovsd  meeting  it  was  agreed  &  voated  that  the  Deacon  seat 
should  be  inlarged  at  the  uper  end  past  on  the  afferma- 
tive 

at  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhaitants  of  Byfield  Decem¬ 
ber  the  fifth  Anno  Dom  1721  Nathan  Wheler  was  chosen 
modrator  seven  pounds  was  Added  for  this  year  to  the 
Reverend  mr  Moses  Hales  salary  that  is  to  the  eighty  three 
formerly  granted  and  also  the  charges  for  ceiling  the  study 
and  pertition  was  granted  Voated  &  past  on  ye  afferma- 
tive 

Anno  Dom  1722 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  byfield  march 
the  12th  1722  Decon  John  Cheney  was  chosen  moderator, 
Maximilian  Jewett  was  chosen  Clark  Assessers  also  chos¬ 
en  namly  John  Spoford  Philip  Goodbridge  William  Fisk 
Samll  Goodbridge  Lionel  Chutt.  at  the  abovsd  meeting 
also  Colectors  chosen  Thomas  Plumer  Thomas  Wicom 

The  Instructions  and  power  that  are  given  to  the  As¬ 
sessors  at  the  abovsd  meeting  are  as  followeth  Imprimis 
to  Repare  the  meeting  house  &  Parsonage  House  and  barn 
also  to  make  and  repair  all  out  side  fences  belonging  to  the 
ed  parsonage  also  the  orchard  fence  &  to  Warn  meetings 
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as  they  shall  think  needful  also  to  imploy  some  person  to 
swep  the  meeting  house  to  keep  it  clean  &  decent  &  to  ring 
the  bell  upon  all  Necesary  accations  according  to  custom 
and  also  to  Levey  what  money  is  or  may  be  granted  by  the 
Precinct  for  the  suport  of  the  ministree  upon  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  as  the  Law  Derects  and  to  call  the  former  Collectors 
to  an  account  and  to  demand  &  receive  any  money  that  is 
due  to  the  Precinct  in  any  of  the  former  collectors  hands 
for  the  use  and  according  to  the  order  of  sd  Precinct  and 
the  Assessors  are  hereby  Impowerd  to  prosecute  as  the  law 
directs  any  of  the  former  collector  or  collectors  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  that  shall  Neglect  or  refuse  to  pay 
in  to  the  present  assessors  the  money  that  is  due  from  him 
or  them  to  the  sd  precinct  voated  &  past  on  the  afferma- 
tive  March  12  1722/3 

at  the  abovsd  meeting  it  was  Agreed  as  voated  that  the 
Northerly  end  of  the  parsonage  land  shall  be  fenced  in 
this  insuing  year  and  the  assesors  are  appointed  to  make  or 
cause  the  fence  to  be  made  voated  and  past  on  ye  Affer- 
mative 

At  the  abovsd  meeting  mr  Joseph  Hale  was  chosen  to 
pettion  the  Town  of  Newbury  to  lay  out  a  rhod  through 
the  farmes  beginning  at  the  Countrey  Rhod  by  the  Leiut 
Governers  till  it  come  through  John  Dumer  Esqrs  land 
and  if  they  Neglect  or  refuse  to  lay  out  a  rhod  to  pettion 
the  next  Court  to  be  holden  at  Ipswich  for  relief  in  that 
case  voated  &  past  on  the  affermative 

At  the  abovsd  meeting  it  was  Agreed  that  the  Revnd 
mr  Moses  Hale  shall  have  seven  pounds  added  to  his  salary 
that  is  to  the  eighty  three  pounds  formerly  granted  pro¬ 
vided  he  the  sd  mr  Hale  preach  the  lectures  before  the 
sacrament  the  one  half  in  money  the  other  half  in  grain 
as  money,  it  is  to  be  understood  for  the  present  year  In- 
suing  voted  &  past  on  the  Affirmative  voted  &  past  on 
the  Affirmative  march  19th  1723  voted  &  past  on  the 
Affirmative  march  03th  1723/4 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  March 
19th  1722/3  Decon  Daniel  Jewett  was  chosen  Moderator 
Maximilian  Jewett  was  chosen  clerk  Assesors  chosen  Nam- 
ly  John  Guttridge  Benjaman  Plumer  Jnr  Thomas  Col- 
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man  Ebenzer  Bojnton  Stephen  Longfelow  Collectors 
chosen  Namlj  Daniel  Hale  Gershum  Fraser 

at  a  legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  of 
Byfield  march  the  third  Anno  Dom  1723/4  the  Instruc¬ 
tions  &  power  then  given  to  the  assessors  this  present  year 
Insuing  are  as  followeth  Imprimis  to  Repair  the  meet¬ 
ing  house  &  Parsonage  House  &  Barn  also  to  make  &  re¬ 
pair  all  outside  fences  and  orchard  fence  belonging  to  the 
parsonage  and  to  warn  meetings  as  they  shall  think  need¬ 
ful  also  to  Imploy  some  person  to  swep  the  meeting  house 
to  keep  it  clean  &  decent  to  ring  the  bell  upon  all  Necesary 
ocations  according  to  custom  also  to  levey  what  money  is 
or  may  be  granted  by  the  precinct  for  the  saport  of  the 
ministree  ujxin  the  Inhabitants  of  sd  Precinct  according 
as  the  law  directs  and  also  to  call  the  present  &  former 
collectors  to  an  acount  and  to  demand  and  receive  any 
money  that  is  due  to  the  precinct  from  any  collector  or 
collectors  or  any  other  person  or  persons  for  ye  use  and 
according  to  the  order  of  the  precinct  and  also  the  present 
Assessors  are  hereby  impowered  to  prosecute  as  the  law 
directs  any  collector  or  collectors  or  any  other  Person  or 
Persons  that  shall  I^eglect  or  refuse  to  pay  to  the  present 
Assesors  or  their  order  any  money  that  is  due  from  him 
or  them  to  the  sd  Precinct  voated  &  past  on  the  afferma- 
tive  Voated  &  past  on  the  affermative  Anno  Dom  1725 
&  in  ye  year  1726  voated  and  past  of  the  affermative  in 
the  year  1727  &  in  1728 

At  the  aforsd  meeting  it  was  Agreed  &  voated  that  their 
shall  be  a  new  meeting  house  built  for  the  worship  of  God 
in  this  precinct  and  that  it  shall  raised  some  time  for  June 
in  the  year  1725  as  neer  the  old  meeting  house  as  can  be 
with  convenience  at  the  west  end  of  the  old  meeting  house 
Past  on  the  affermative 

At  the  aforsd  meeting  Leiut  iN’athaniel  Dummer,  Decon 
Daniel  Jewett  &  mr  Thomas  Coleman  were  chosen  to  con¬ 
sider  what  maner  of  house  to  build  as  to  the  form  &  De- 
mention  and  what  the  expences  of  sd  meeting  house  may 
amount  unto  and  make  return  to  the  Precinct 

at  the  abovesd  meeting  their  was  one  hundred  pounds 
granted  towards  the  building  of  a  new"  meeting  house  to 
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be  leivied  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  precinct  of  Byfield 
and  collected  this  present  year  voated  k  pased  on  ye  affir¬ 
mative 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  march 
the  third  1723/4  mr  Benjaman  Pearson  was  chosen  mod¬ 
erator  Maximilian  Jewett  was  chosen  clerk  Assessors 
chosen  for  the  year  insuing  Namly  John  Goodbridge  Corp 
Isaec  Adams  Jonathan  Bradstreet  David  Woodman 
William  Serls  Collectors  chosen  for  the  year  insuing 
!N^amly  Mathew  Duty  Francis  Broeklebank 

the  voat  conferming  the  meeting  house  one  leaf  back¬ 
ward  and  also  the  assessors  instructions 

At  the  abovesd  meeting  it  was  agreed  and  voated  that 
the  Town  of  Newbury  should  be  pettioned  by  mr  Joseph 
Hale  &  mr  Nathan  Wheler  to  lay  out  away  through  the 
farms  beginning  at  the  Countrey  Rhode  by  the  Leiut  Gov- 
ernours  till  it  come  to  the  parsonage  land  on  sd  Towns 
cost  and  if  the  Town  neglect  or  refuse  then  to  a  ply  them¬ 
selves  to  the  court  for  relief  therein  voated  and  past  on 
the  Affermative 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  Jan- 
ury  25  1724/5  mr  Benjamin  Pearson  was  chosen  modera¬ 
tor  Daniel  Jewett  was  chosen  clerk  for  said  meeting 
at  the  above  sd  meeting  it  was  agreed  and  voted  to  build 
an  adistion  to  the  meeting  house,  of  twelve  foot  at  the  west 
end  of  the  meeting  house,  this  pased  on  the  afairmative 
At  the  above  said  meeting  Decon  Willuam  Moody,  Liuet 
John  Spaford  mr  Richard  Dumer  mr  Joseph  Haill  mr 
Isaac  Adams  ware  chosen  a  coniitte  to  build  the  Adistion 
to  the  meeting  house  that  was  Agread  on.  this  pased  on 
the  afairmative.  At  the  above  sd  meeting  the  assesors 
ware  impowered  to  leave  fifty  pounds  this  present  year  to¬ 
ward  building  sd  adistion  to  the  meeting  house,  and  what 
it  shall  cost  more  to  be  raised  the  next  year  insueing.  this 
passed  on  the  afairmative 

At  the  above  sd  meeting  it  was  agread  and  voted  that 
the  comitte  now  chosen  are  impowerd  to  repair  the  pulpitt 
and  the  meeting  House  this  pased  on  the  afairmitive  it 
was  agreed  and  voted  that  the  work  should  be  done  and 
compleated  by  the  last  day  of  September  next  insueing 
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At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  De¬ 
cember  22  Anno  Dom  1724  mr  Benjaman  Pearson  was 
chosen  Moderator 

at  the  abovesd  meeting  it  was  tried  by  a  voat  whither 
they  would  chuse  a  comittee  to  agree  with  a  man  or  men 
to  build  a  meeting  house  &  Pased  on  the  affermative  the 
comittee  chosen  were  Corp  Isaac  Adams  mr  Joseph  Hale 
Ebenzer  Stewart 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  March 
the  seventeenth  1724/5  Assessors  chosen  J7amly  mr 
John  Goodbridge  Dec  Daniel  Jewett  mr  Joseph  Hale  mr 
James  Chutt  mr  Samuil  Moodey  Benjamin  Pearson 
chosen  moderator  Maximilian  Jewitt  was  chosen  clerk 
Collectors  chosen  Xamly  William  Serls  John  Boynton 

At  the  abovsd  meeting  it  was  agreed  &  voated  that  the 
Reverend  mr  Moses  Hale  shall  have  for  his  yearly  salary 
one  Hundred  pounds  so  long  as  he  shall  be  continued  our 
minister 

At  the  abovsd  meeting  it  was  agreed  &  voated  that  their 
shall  be  so  much  money  raised  as  shall  make  up  ninety 
pounds  with  what  money  is  due  to  the  precinct  and  what 
money  shall  be  given  by  the  Neighbours  that  are  bordering 
upon  the  Precinct  the  money  that  is  wanting  to  make  ninty 
pounds  shall  by  the  present  assessors  be  leived  upon  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Precinct  &  commited  to  the  Collectors 
who  shall  deliver  the  said  money  into  the  hands  of  the 
comitee  chosen  to  build  an  Addition  to  the  meeting  house 
and  to  repair  sd  house  for  discharge  of  repairing  and  build¬ 
ing  an  addition  to  the  sd  house  this  voat  Pased  on  the 
affermative 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  March 
1st  Anna  Dom  1725/6  mr  Benjaman  Pearson  was  chosen 
moderator  Max  was  chosen  clerk  Assessors  then  chosen 
Xamly  Benjaman  Woodman  John  Addams  Joshua  Boyn¬ 
ton  Amos  Pilsbury  Thomas  Plumer  Collectors  chosen 
Xamly  Samll  Brown  Xickolas  Cheney 

at  the  abovsd  Meeting  Benjaman  Peirson  Isaac  Adams 
Ebenzer  Stewart  was  chosen  to  run  lines  settel  bounds  & 
devide  the  fence  between  the  parsonage  land  and  any  per¬ 
son  or  persons  that  have  land  joyning  upon  the  parsonage 
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land  and  also  to  agree  with  the  persons  that  have  land 
jojning  were  each  person  or  the  precinct  shall  dig  rocks 
which  may  be  most  convenient  for  each  partys  fence 
At  the  abovesd  meeting  it  was  Agreed  &  voated  that  the 
back  seats  in  the  south  corner  and  in  the  noent  end  of  the 
meeting  house  should  be  built  up  on  the  charge  of  the  Pre¬ 
cinct 

At  a  Leagall  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield 
march  17th  Anno  Dom  1726  Decon  William  Moodey 
was  chosen  moderator 

at  the  abovsd  meeting  Decon  William  Moodey  &  Decon 
Daniel  Jewett  to  take  a  deed  of  sale  for  ye  precinct  of  Jno 
Dumer  Esquire  of  the  Parsonage  land  which  he  hath  not 
yet  given  and  to  perfit  the  deed  of  sale  in  the  Law 

at  the  abovsd  meeting  the  commite  Namly  Benjaman 
Pearson  Isaac  Addams  Ebenezer  Stewart  being  chosen 
march  the  first  1725/6  to  run  lines  settel  bounds  &  devide 
fenc  between  the  Precinct  and  any  other  person  or  per¬ 
sons  that  have  land  joyning  to  the  Personage  Land  have 
made  their  return  and  it  is  accepted  by  the  precinct  and 
ordered  to  be  put  upon  the  Precinct  record  desiring  the 
committee  &  each  person  that  hath  land  joyning  to  the  Pre¬ 
cinct  land  to  sign  to  the  sd  return  in  the  precinct  book  this 
voted  and  pased  on  the  afermative 

The  Return  of  Committee  at  the  abovsd  meeting: 
Whereas  we  the  subscribers  were  Chosen  a  committee  for 
the  Precinct  to  run  lines  settell  bounds  and  devide  with 
persons  that  have  land  joyning  to  the  Personage  land  we 
have  done  it  to  the  best  of  skill  as  followeth  that  is  to  say 
between  Thomas  Colmans  land  &  the  Personage  land  be- 
gining  twenty-five  foots  from  Jno  Dummer  Esqs  Gate 
southesterly  and  then  runing  westerly  on  a  line  to  a  black 
oak  tree  alx>ut  six  rods  short  of  said  Colmans  bounds  west¬ 
erly  by  Frasers  Gate  the  bounds  is  bowing  in  two  rods  in 
the  Personage  land  from  the  strait  line  two  rods  against 
the  devision  of  the  fence  the  west  end  of  the  fence  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  said  Parsonage  the  other  end  to  sd  Colman  The 
Precinct  is  to  mentain  four  rods  more  then  Colman  for  sd 
Colman  mentaining  the  Gate 

And  also  we  have  setteld  the  bounds  and  devided  the 
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fence  between  mr  John  Smith  land  as  followeth  westerly 
by  a  heap  of  stones  runing  esterly  to  a  white  oak  tree 
marked  and  so  esterly  to  a  black  oak  tree  marked  which 
is  the  corner  bounds  &  also  w^e  have  devided  the  fence  be¬ 
tween  said  Smith  &  parsonage  land  &  sd  Smith  is  to  have 
the  esterly  end  the  sd  precinct  to  mentane  five  rods  more 
then  sd  Smith  in  consideration  of  sd  Smith  mentaining 
the  Gate  the  Precinct  to  mentain  the  west  end  of  the  fence 
And  also  we  setteled  the  line  between  Fraser  and  the 
Personage  as  folloeth  beginning  at  a  black  oak  tree  on 
the  southerly  or  southest  corner  of  sd  Personage  land  which 
tree  is  the  corner  bounds  between  mr  Jno  Smith  land  and 
the  personage  land  so  runing  Northerly  over  a  large  rock 
the  higest  part  of  it  thence  on  a  line  to  a  stake  and  stones 
which  is  the  bounds  between  Coleman  &  Fraser  sd  Frazer 
is  to  mentane  the  Northerly  end  of  sd  fence  &  the  Precinct 
the  southerly  end 

also  between  Nathanil  Dummer^®  as  foloweth.  begin- 
ing  at  the  west  end  as  the  wall  now  stands  till  it  corns  to 
a  Rock  marked  with  a  letter  B.  from  thence  on  a  line  un¬ 
til  it  com  to  the  old  parsonage  land  as  it  is  now  stakt  out, 
and  then  to  run  as  the  fence  now  stands  to  the  stone  wall 
which  fences  John  Dummers  pasture 

And  allso  we  have  divided  the  wall  betwen  said  John 
Dummer  and  the  Parsonage  and  we  are  to  have  the  west 
end  and  sd  Dummer  the  east  end  and  in  consideration  of 
the  gate,  the  Precinct  are  to  maintain  six  rods  more  of 
sd  wall  then  said  Dummer 

In  conformation  of  what  is  above  writen  the  commitee 
in  the  behalf  of  the  precinct  and  the  proprietors  each  for 
themselves  have  set  to  our  hands  the  seventeenth  day  of 
march  Anno  Dom  1726 

Benjamin  Pearson  1 

Ebenezer  Stuart  ^  Comitee 

Isaac  Adams  J 

10  The  parish  clerk  apparently  relinquished  his  pen,  for 

this  concerning  the  Dummer  boundaries  appears  in  Nathaniel 
Bummer’s  own  handwriting. 
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John  Dummer 

Thomas  Colman  i  , 

Gershom  Frazer  proprietors  of  land 

Josiah  Smith  lo  .VO  Parsonage 

Nathaniel  Dummer 

At  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Byfield  March 
the  seventh  Anno  Dom  1727  mr  Benjaman  Pearson  was 
chosen  moderator  Maximilian  Jewett  was  chosen  clerk 
Assessors  chosen  the  first  mr  David  Woodman,  2d  Corp 
John  Brocklebank,  3d  Benjaman  Pearson  Jur.,  4th  Leiut 
John  Spoford,  5  th  John  Boynton.  Collectors  chosen  Nam- 
ly  1st  Leonard  Hevaman,  2d  Joseph  Goodrich. 

At  the  abovsd  meeting  the  present  assesors  were  Im- 
powered  to  give  orders  to  the  Former  Colectors  to  pay  to 
the  commitee  or  their  orders  the  mony  that  is  due  to  Aaron 
Plumer  for  what  he  done  to  the  meeting  house  more  then 
his  Bargon  about  enlarging  &  finishing  the  meeting  house 
voated  &  pased  on  the  affermative 

At  the  abovsd  meeting  mr  Abraham  Addams  Leiut 
Nathaniel  Dumer  Decon  Daniel  Jewett  k  Insign  Benja¬ 
man  Plumer  were  chosen  to  pettition  each  of  their  Respec¬ 
tive  Towns  to  free  the  precinct  from  paying  taxes  to  the 
upholding  of  the  school  in  their  respective  towns  provided 
that  they  keep  &  mentaine  a  good  school  in  the  sd  Precinct 
constantly  voated  k  past  on  the  affermative 

At  the  abovesd  meeting  it  was  agreed  k  voated  that  if 
Nathaniel  Cleark  —  DoweP^  —  Smith^^  shal  aply  them¬ 
selves  to  the  Genarel  Court  to  obtain  a  dismision  from  the 
precinct  they  belong  in  order  to  joyning  with  our  Precinct 
the  precinct  shall  be  at  one  half  the  charge 

At  the  abovesd  meting  mr  Stephen  Longfelo  &  mr  Thom¬ 
as  Coleman  were  made  choice  of  to  Request  the  Town  of 
Newbury  to  lay  or  cause  to  be  layd  out  away  from  the 
Countrey  Rhod  by  the  Leiut  Governors  Gate  to  the  Par¬ 
sonage  land  Past  on  the  affermative 

11  The  first  names  appear  to  have  been  unknown  and  were 
never  filled  in. 

(To  he  continued) 
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